Sel f—-made
powerhouse

THROUGH poweriul per-
formances, Sidney}
Poitier, 35 hasreached
a summit never
achieved by another
Negro: stardom and a
six-figure income as
an actor rather than
as a song-and-dance
man. He credits his:
success to “luck and:
pliable looks—I can
play men from 25 to
45.” He plays a man
his own age in A Raisin
in the Sun, the Broad-
way hit written by a
Negroplaywright, Lor-
raine Hansberry, 28.

This month Poitieris §
also seen as Porgy sidney Poitier: actor
in the movie opera, at the summit.
Porgy and Bess, in which his songs
were sung for him by Robert
McFerrin. Although he sang a folk
blues in The Defiant Ones—the
film that won him an Academy
Award nomination—Poitier insists,
surprisingly, that he is tone-deaf.
~ But he has plenty of acting offers,
including parts not originally desig-
nated for a Negro, at $200,000 a pic-
ture plus a share of the profits.

“I look for a story that is honest
and makes audiences feel mankind
is worth while,” Poitier says. He
found both in Raisin, which drama-
tizes the clashing dreams of a Negro
family in .a Chicago slum. His in-
tensity and panther-like movements
in the play have whittled nine
pounds off his lean, 6’2", 185-pound
frame. Before every performance,
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he goes through a rit-
ual of calisthenies “to
sharpen the muscles to
the point of command.”

One of eight children
born to a Caribbean
| tomato farmer, Poitier
B (pronounced Pwa-ti-
. % eh) chafed at accept-
| ing menial jobs in Nas-
sau, Miami and New
York. He finally audi-
tioned for the Ameri-
can Negro Theatre—
and flunked. He could
barely read and his
singsong Carib accent
made it impossible for
him to be understood.
Mortified but deter-
mined, Poitier invested
$14 in a radio and
bought stacks of newspapers and
magazines. He taught himself to
speak clearly and to read well in six
months, and successfully passed his
second audltlon

The movie Blackboa'rd Jungle
gave Poitier a meaty role that d1s-
played his explosive style before
large audiences. He later reinforced
the sledge-hammer impact of his
acting with his work in" Something
of Value and The Defiant Ones. In
his next movie, All the Young Men,
Poitier plays the sergeant of an all-
white platoon in Korea.

Poitier and his wife, Juanita, a
former dancer, live in Mount
Vernon, New York, in a 14-room
house echomg with the noises of
their three daughters, aged three
to seven, ~-MARK NICHOLS
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