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IMMIGRATION
I'he Mary Beatrice

Twenty Chinese coolies in Cuba,
and each had $500. Each was will-
ing to part with it to get into the
United States. The Mary Beatrice,
small Bahama sponge-fishing sehoon-
er with an unnamed skipper, offered
to accommodate them at that price.
The Chinamen boarded her at
Havana, paying half the fare in ad-
vance.

They sailed northward, 20 Chinese,
a skipper, and a crew of four—
two white, two black. They reached
“Rum Row?” off New York. They
waited several days. There was no
opportunity to reach the shore unde-
tected. A woman came out in a rum
runner’s launch. She went to the
skipper’s cabin. An interval. The
skipper and the woman lowered the
schooner’s dory and departed. The
ship’s papers, the money the Chinese
had paid were gone.

Two white men, two Negroes and
20 Chinese remained. The crew knew
that the Chinese had $5,000 in un-
paid passage money. The schooner
rolled on a gentle swell. One of the
crew went to the hatch and ordered
five coolies on deck—a storm was
coming up; the ship must be made
ready. |

The Chinamen grew suspicious.
Not five but all 20 came on deck,
armed with hatchets, knives, elubs.
The erew waited with shot guns and
revolvers., They fired. The Chinese
rushed them. Meélée. Confusion. -

The figcht was over. The bodies of
two white men, two Negroes and five
Chinese were rolled into the sea.
Calm once more. Several of the
Chinese were wounded ; the rest weak
from privation. Without a skipper,
without a crew, the Mary Beatrice
drifted into Quarantine.
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Illegal Aliens: 1923

5,000 Uninvited Chinese

Although 15 Chinese are in the
custody of New York immigration
officials, Secretary of Labor Dawis
estimates that there are at least 5,000
smuggled Chinese in New York City
alone, that it would cost the Govern-
ment $1,000,000 to deport them, and
that deportation would be of little
advantage sinece at least 5,000 more
Chinese are in Cuba awaiting an op-
portunity to slip into this eountry.

From the White House came word
the President would recommend to
the next Congress vigorous measures
to prevent the * bootlegging ” of in-
admissible aliens. It is said that
smuggling of aliens has developed
into as much of a business as rum
running; any inadmissible alien can
enter the country for $500; streams
of illieit immigrants are pouring In
from Cuba, Mexico and British
Columbia.

So far the only constructive meas-
ure suggested for curbing the prac-
tice is registration of all aliens en-
tering the country, the registration to
hold until the alien leaves or 1is
naturalized.
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