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MONSTER PROTEST
ON LITERAGY TEST

Big Meeting at Cooper Union
Denounces Smith-Burnett
Immigration BiIll.

MEMORIAL SENT TO WILSON

Speakers Assail Measure ags Un-
American and inhuman—3,000
"Persons Turned Away.

The mass meeting in Cooper Union
lust night to protest against {he Smith-
Burnett jmmigration bill drew such a
Liy crowd that the police ordered Lhe
doors closed shortly after § o’cloek and
turned away some 3,000 persons, who
heard speakers at various points in
Cooper Square. Besides a dozen speak-
ers, most of whom characterized the
measure as un-American, inhuman, and

had cconomiecs for thias country, Bishop
Greer, Seth Low, and Louls D. Bradeils

and others swvrote letters giving iheir

npersongl reasolis for condemning the
vifort to put into effect a literacy Lest

as the merit of admission.

A memorial, which was unanimously
adopted, was telegraphed to President
Wilson by I.eon Sanders, who presided
at the meeting. The memnrial read:

The Smith-Burnett Tmmigrtaion hill,
which Is now under consideration hy his
Fxcelleney, Woodrow Wilson, Pres|dent of
the United Stutes. seeks to exclude (rom
admisaion to this country immigrants of a
¢lass which has in the past materlally
contributed to the prosperity of our na-
tion by imposing unreal tests which fur.
nish ne means of determining their char-
acter, ahllity, or fitness,

The wmost prominent feature of Lhiz meas-
ure, which ig, in 1{ta entil‘etg un-American
gnd inhumean, is the much dlscussed ' lit-
erary test.” which has bsen ascribed, even
by Lhose who advocats ity enactment, ay
an arbitrary provision. calculated to shut
out lar numberas 0 immigranta, not be-
cause (hey possesa qualitles which render
them upndesirable, but merely hecause they
rome here from countries which have de-
prived them nf opportunities to learn and
io Lecome cducated.

The jlliterate immigrants who came here
In the paxt from Euastern and Southern
Lurope, and against whom this measure is
directed, have hullt up LY thelr museie
whd their brawn the desolate sections of
our glorions councry. They have reclulimed
our rdexerted furms,; they have erected our
bulldings: they have constucted our far-
reaching railroads: they huve produced
vut of the howels of 1the earih the conl,
jron, and copper which we require and use
tn make possihble the commercial prosperity
of our Republic, They have bude large
and thriving clties out of small and Jdor-
mant towns: they have opened up the
vasl lhinteriand of the United States, and
"Fown there the seed which will develop
that part of saur country, %0 that it whl
thrive and prosper to our nutional ad-
vaniage,

The literacy test. If adopted a quarter
of a ecentury ago., would have provell
detrimentstl to the best Interests ol
quarter of a century ago, wnukil have
praved detrimental to the heat interestg of
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LITERAGY TEST

thi» ¢country, und would huwuve retarded jts
progress by preventing the coming of those
dexirable Immigranis who have developed
our great resources and estublished many
of our great industiies.

Wounld Be n Step Backward.

Ta permit the adoption of such 2a test
would ba encouraging this country to take
a long step backward, which would be very
difficult, if not impoxgiblo, to retrace.

We, who live In the ity of New York
and who have had un opportunity to oh-
serva the untiring efforts of those Iimnl-
grants to obtain here that education wlhic™
wias denled to them in the countries of

thelr birth, and we, who are acquuiinted
pacticularly with the manner in whieh the
children of those Imigrants avail them-
selcveg of all thozse educuli-mal apportuni-
ties which are afforded them here, vigor-
nusly protest agalnst the impogsition of a
literacy reguirement.

The bill contains a great many other un-
wise and vicious provisinns. particularly
that whichk calle for the exclsuion of ** 1er-
sons of constilutional psychopathic inferior-
ity.”" a4 vague and superfluous provizsion
whlc;h iz most difficueit of proper conforce-
mant.

We ho)d that existing law, which pro-
hiibts the admizsion of criminals, paupers.

immoral perxons. and thasr who nee afe
fiieled with contagious dlzcunses., is suffi-
eiont, If wisely administered. 10 exehwle
all those~ immigrants who are unfit to be
associated with we, and who might prove
# deiriment to our bheloved country., und.
therefore. we, tho citizens of the ity of

New York., in meeting assombled n the
historiy halls of Cooper Unlon, have
Resolved, That a copy of this memorial
be forwarded forthwith w0 his Excellency.
Woodrow Wilson, President of the Umnited
States, with our earneat request and prayer
that he veto the Smith-Burnett bill, We

have further

Resolved, That copies of thia memorial be
8ont ta overy Senator and Representative
in Congress, with tha object In view of

gecuring an ond to restrictive immigration
tion simllar to that contained in the

bill which is now under .consideration by

the Prasident.

The Rev. Dr. H." Nasliansky, rabbj of
the Peaple’'s Syvnagogue of the Educa-
tional Alliance, sajid that the blll would
keep out the reat worker and let in
{he educated idler. He said:

““ It igs a shame t hat we must {ind it
necessary to fight for the maintenance
of & principle that has made. America
great—the extending of a friendly hand
to the peoples of all nations who are
able to passe the requirements of our
immigration laws, and who have helped
to develop the country. This measure
would exclude the real worker and ad-
mit the undesirable idler because he

has a lttle education.”
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