The Average American

and the Next War

With Increasing Expenditures for Armaments
Appearing to Herald Another Conflict, the Bid

of “Underprivileged Nations” for a Place in
the Sun Arouses Apprehension

By FrepericK HANSSEN

Of the 126,500,000 people now alive in
the Continental United States, approxi-
mately 111,000,000 will be alive a decade
hence. Will they live to see another great
war? What is even more important to
them, will the United States be a party?

Does the memory of the World War act
as a bar to another great conflict? Does
the functioning of the League of Nations
act as an important deterrent? Deoes the
rise of youth against war in countries such
as the United States, Great Britain, and
France herald a change? Will proposals to

eliminate munitions profits stop war?

Youth Opposes War

The poll conducted by THE LITERARY
DicesT in the colleges of this country clearly
reflects the temper of the youth of the land.
1t is unquestionably opposed to war. But
cne significant fact does stand out—that is,
that more than 80 per cent. favor defensive
warfare. Along with this fact it must be
remembered that the peoples in the World
War were actuated by the opinion that they
were engaged in defensive warfare.

What does history teach? 1In the first
place, it teaches that competitive armament
leads to war.

Now if the progressive increase of arma-
ment expenditures is an indication of the
outbreak of a major war, then one would
think that these expenditures were being
carefully watched throughout the world,
and that they were easily available.

An estimate indicates that total arma-
ment expenditures for the ten years end-
ing with 1913 for the whole world were
$20,613,100,000. This estimate is low,
rather than high, because of the policy of
many Governments to conceal armament
expenditures,

But when these same figures for the

decade ending with 1935 are assembled
a truly sensational result is revealed.

For those ten years world expenditures on
armaments reach the colossal total of $41.-
825.000,000. In other words, the world is-
spending twice as much on armaments now
as in the ten years preceding the World
War.

Certainly this amazing statistical “fact
of life” stands as a
clear challenge to
the man who has
been comforting
himself with the
thought that he
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the next war...
would not live to
see another great
war,

Next, what other
g reat lesson is
taught by history?
History teaches that
when public opinion
in a given country
has concluded that
it has been unjustly
dealt with, that
country is ripe for
war.

In this connection
another statistical
fact becomes of

prime importance. That is, that the popu-
lation of Europe, which never had ex-
ceeded 180,000,000 before 1800, now is
near the 500,000,000 mark. These masses
are bringing increasing pressure upon
their Governments to provide them with 3
rising standard of living.

When a country feels that it has been
unjustly dealt with, and that its people de-
mand more, what can its Government do?
Again, history teaches that, thus far, the
only way found to right an injustice of
this kind is by war. Clearly, continuing the
existing status which gives certain countries
the best of it, and others the worst of it,
merely intensifies public opinion in the
underprivileged countries that something
will have to be done about it.

World Expenditures for Armaments

(In millions of dollars)

Figures in Itallos prepared by the nathor, il othérs fram Jacobke
son's “Workl’s Armamont Expenditare.”
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What of the underprivileged major couy.
tries—Germany, Italy, and Japan? |
These same three have a relatively rapid
population growth, Germany feels the jp.
justice of the Treaty of Versailles, and 4.

ready has broken it down to the point whera
her debts have been repudiated, and heyp
armament limitations nullified. Her nexg
logical step is to regain an increased placg
in the sun by breaking down the territorial
allocations of that Treaty.

It seems fair to ofter the opinion that g
major war is likely within the next teq
years because the pressure of rising arma.
ment expenditures promises to be so great
as to develop the explosion that is hound
ta come.

But, asks the average man, who still has
these ten years or more to live, why should
the United States get into it?
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the next war...

Facing “Facts of Life"

In the European field there is the danger
that England will become involved in such
a conflict,and that,based on historical prece.
dent, this country again will become a party
thereto. In the Far East Japan is spending
nearly half of her governmental income on
armament, and is rather realistically violat-
ing the Chinese Open Door by steadily add-
ing to her sphere of influence in Asia.

Clearly, then, if the United States is to
keep out of the next war, it should try to
keep England from becoming involved in
any European conflict, and try to keep
Japan from expanding toward our posses-
sions in the Far East.

Meanwhile, the citizens of this country
must face “the facts of life” just as our
Government is doing. They must prepare
themselves for another war, and work as
effectively as possible to keep us out of it.
What our Government is doing is revealed
by another important statistical fact. That
is we spent $244,000,000 for armament in
1913, and propose to spend $792,484,265
for armament in the twelve months ending
with June 30, 1936.
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