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JAPANESE AMERICANS, RELOCATION
OF. War Rel_ocatlon_Authorlty._ On June 30, 1946
the central office of the War Relocation Authority
closed on schedule with substantial completion of its
war time task of providing “relocation, maintenance,
and supervision” of the 120,313 persons of Japanese
ancestry who were in its custody as a result of the
War Department’s evacuation in 1942 of the west
coast. Of this number, 5,081 were born in the ten
relocation centers maintained by the Authority. Deaths
during the span of operation—from May 8, 1942,
when the Colorado River Relocation Center opened,
to March 20, 1946, the date the Tule Lake Center
closed—totaled 1,862.

Complete population data to show present residence
will not be available until tabulation of the 1950 cen-
sus. As the War Relocation Authority closed, reloca-
tion departures totaled 106,925; while 2,355 were in-
ducted directly into the armed forces; 1,322 were in
institutions, 3,121 were transferred to Department of
Justice detention camps; and 4,724 had gone to Japan.

Of relocation departures, 54,121 had returned di-
rectly to the evacuated west coast states. Of the re-
mainder whose first destination was the mid-west or
east, 5,541 are known to have returned, at government

expense, to their original homes by March 31, 1946.
[t 1s estimated an equal or greater number have since
returned without assistance. Some continued move-
ment to the west is to be expected. Los Angeles
County with an estimated 25,000 and the city of Chi-
cago with an estimated 20,000 comprise the principal
points of concentration as the year ends.

General Conditions. The year 1946 saw no re-
currence of active hostility which greeted early west
coast returnees in 1945. Evacuees who owned homes
or farms largely have repossessed property without
serious difficulty. Opportunities for employment, both
in the western coastal states and in the mid-west and
east, have exceeded the available supply with the type
of openings being substantially higher than in the
prewar period, even in the coastal states.

With housing stringency universal, adequate hous-
ing continued to be a pressing problem for many west
coast returnees. As the year ended, temporary hostels
housed over 1,000 persons in Los Angeles, with per-
sons living in trailer camps and war housing number-
ing about 5,000. Rehousing of returnees living in tem-
porary army installations provided the primary con-
cern of the War Relocation Authority field offices
which remained open until May 15 for this purpose.
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Legislation. In California a number of escheat
cases have been filed by the state under the Alien
Land Law which forbids ownership of real property
by “aliens ineligible for citizenship.” In the Oyama
test case, the State Supreme Court upheld the validity
of the alien land laws and confirmed the escheat of
lands admittedly purchased by T. Oyama, an alien,
on behalf of his citizen son, Fred. The Japanese
American Citizens League and the American Civil
Liberties Union have announced publicly their inten-
tion to appeal the case to the United States Supreme
Court.

Citizens of California defeated by 400,000 votes
(unofficial)—a three to two majority—an initiative
measure seeking to validate several legislative amend-
ments to the Alien Land Law. The legality of these
amendments was not in open question since the law
provided for amendment by the Legislature. Although
the effect of this vote cannot yet be determined, the
Japanese American Citizens League has hailed the
return as a reversal of traditional California anti-
Japanese sentiment.

Major legislation affecting Japanese Americans in-
cluded introduction of S2127 and HR6780, companion
bills sponsored by the administration to create an
Evacuation Claims Commission to indemnify losses
sustained by reason of the military exclusion orders of
1942, and HR7128, a bill to remove racial restrictions
to naturalization. The Claims Commission bill passed
the Senate unanimously, but lodged in the House
during the last days of the session when unanimous
consent for passage was not secured. The Naturaliza-
tion Bill did not reach the floor of either House.

Military Honors. On July 15, the 442nd Regimen-
tal Combat team, composed almost entirely of soldiers of
Japanese descent, was honored by Presidential review
in Washington, when President Truman affixed the
Seventh Presidential Distinguished Unit Citation Ban-
ner to the regimental colors. On March 13, the
posthumously awarded Congressional Medal of Honor
was presented to the mother of Sadao S. Munemori,
Private First Class.

Citizen Committees. During the entire relocation
period, resettlers and the War Relocation Authority
were greatly assisted both by voluntary community
support through citizens Resettlement Committees and
by the assistance of private as well as public social
agencies. Continuation of necessary services through
these groups will be provided in every community
where substantial relocation took place.

Final Disposition of Property and Records,
Final disposition of the property and records of the
War Relocation Authority, and a final report concern-
ing evacuee adjustment, are expected to be completed
by the end of the 1947 fiscal year. These activities
have been made the responsibility of a small liquida-
tion unit within the United States Department of the
Interior, B.N.L.
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