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THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
ND
THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

Diagram x.—British and American Expeditionary Forces on the western front.
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There is, however, one comparison which may fairly be
made, This is the comparison between the American Expedi-

tionary Forces and the British Expeditionary Forces. Both
countries devoted their major efforts to building up and main-

taining their armies in France. The results are set forth in
diagram 1, which shows the strength of the two forces at
different dates.

The British curve mounts rapidly at first and falls off in

the latter part of the period. The American starts slowly and
then shoots up very rapidly. The British curve is in general

convex in shape and the American is concave.

The British sent to France many more men in their first
year in the war than we did in our first year. On the other
hand, it took England three years to reach a strength of
2,000,000 men in France and the United States accomplished
it in one-half of that time.

It must, however, be borne in mind that the British had
to use men from the beginning to fill gaps caused by casualties,
while the American forces were for many months built up in
strength by all the new arrivals.
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