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THE NEGRO
IN THE WAR

How French and American
Black Troops Performed Deeds

of Valor on Many Battlefields

MONG the factors which aided the
aliied and associated nations, in-
~ eluding the United States of
America, to fight their way to
victory in the great war were the effi-
clent services rendered by the dark-
skinned Hindus from Britain’s furthest
dominions and the negro colonials of
France—her Algenans, her Senegalese,
and her Moroccans—whose fearlessness
was domonstrated repeatedly on the bat-
tlefield-' black devils,” the German sol-
diers called them, when, fighting like de-
mons, they had forced the Kaiser's proud-
est shock troops to retreat before them.
And America sent 80,000 negro citizens
to do their part for the world's liberty.
What they did was made manifest by ci-
tation after citation, the conferring by
the French Government of msany War
Crosses, and the granting of many Uni-
ted States medals for distinguished
bravery.

France for a long time struggled with-
out the help of her black colonists, and
the thought of the valuable man-service
that was being wasted in her African
and other colonial possessions, while
French soldiers by millions were falling
on red battlefields, was slow in coming
to her. And yet, had she listened to the
voice of Gallifet, Minister of Wa) at the
time of the Fashoda episode, and of Man-
gin, then a simple Captain, and of
Gouraud, victor of Samory, she would,
at the time the European war broke out,
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have been able to bring & large black
army into the field againrt Germany.

En 1808 Mangin, then a Lieutenant Col-
onel and Chief of Staff of Wertern
Africa, foreseeing the European confla-
gration which buyrat forth =ix years later,
took up the idca again, but hix proposals
failed of acceptation; in 1910, however, &
commizsion, headed by Mangin and ¢com-
percd of four colonial officialg, war zent
to Western Africa to study the pogsibili-
ties, It stayed there ninc months. On
its return it reported that an annual con-
tingent of 40,000 black troops could be
depended on, and recommended the cyea-
tion of seven diviriona within four years.
But when the war broke out France pos-
sessed only the two Algerian divisions
originally planned.

TRAGIC FATE OF ALGERIANS

The history of these two divisions of
black soldierz is tragic. The men went
into & hell of artillery fire untested, and
they proved their worth. The 2d Di-
vision. which reached the front first,
came into contact with the enemy at
Rheims at the end of September, 1914,
The thunder of big guns zeemed only to
amuse them. and the cainage left them
unperturbed.  From Rheims they were
sent to Arras.  In this sector on Nov, 8
the battalion attacked “on ground ar
completely bare as a billiard table, cut
every fifty yords by <ann'z five yards
in width and two vards deep.” For three
daya and three nights the Senegalese
went forward under a frightful fire of
artillery, infantry and machine guns,
wading through canal after canal, wet to
the =kin, decimated by the tervific hall
of projectilex, and ended with a gurprise
attack at § o'clock in the moming, in
which when the whole front line was
mowed down by the first and last Ger-
man {ire, thozxe behind rurhed forward
and took the Germian trenches after s
furious body to body struggle. Of the
whole battalion only 3 officers, & non-
commissioned officers and 120 men re-
mained alive. So the second battalion of
Algeria died on the field of honor.

The end of the first battalion wae
equally dramatie. It happened at Dix-
mwic, a name made famoux by Chariex
Le Goffic in his epic of the French ma-
rinex, With these fought the Senegalese.
On Nov. 10 they were defending, with
the Belgian troops on the left and the
cemetery of Dixmude on the right, the
allied trenches, which were furiously at-
tacked. The roaring field-gray tide
poured suddenly upon them from the
flanks. Two solutionz faced thein—to
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surrender or to die at their posts. They
choze the latter.

An extraordinary scene began. The
madness of battic had zeized the black
soldicrs, the intoxication of relf-immola-
tion, The mysterious call of their Afri-
can blood was heard and hearkened to,
and an elemental power, born of the bar-
baric life of the wilderness, lifted them
above themzelves, They roared forth to
the amazed enemy their fury, hatved, and
contempt. A hundred African dialects
fused into a =avage and unintelligible
harmony. A vast chant of war and death,
it roze and grew, became formidable, ter-
rible, dominating all the battie, a funeral
paean of the black warriors, mo:fturs.
And when the gray tide struck them they
vuxhed foiward, striking, killing, dying.
The German troops could not finiah with
them, The Gevman commanders brought
vp machine guns and from a distance of
{ifty yards mowed them down. Under
the volleys the fierce hymn of war died
away, and silence came. But history
cchoes with it atill,

TROOPS FROM MOROCCO

Qther torritovirl troops were raised in
Morocco by General Lyautey. Some of
them shared the fate of the Senegalose
already described, ¢ Imperfectly trained.
but formidable fighters,” went the rec-
ord. Fully awakened now to the possi-
dilitics of her colonial possessions, France
mobilized all available forces in Westemn
Africa, In Sencgal, Mauritia, in the
Lower Sudun and sent a regiment into
the furnnace of battle at Champagne. The
vecords tell of a cry uzed by one Captain
Poupart to encourage while soldiers, who
were wavering. ‘ Come, men, another
effort! See how the blacks are hold-
ing!” On Oct. 24, transported in avto-
mobile $rucks to Arras, they advanced on
the enemy from one parallet 2o another,
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then across open country. The red flare
of a burning mill illuminated the horvizon.
Then {rom the German trenches c¢ame
auddenly a roar of fire. When it died
away many black soldlers strewed the
ground; but when the chinge resounded
the survivors rushed forward and swept
like & wave to the German dugouts. The
Geymans were too many, however: the
Senegalese too few. The blacks retreated
without panie, and, reinforced by their
reserves, held their lines, Six times in
the night the Lavenir regiment attacked
the enemy, sustaining many losses. The
result was made manifest by the German
papexrs, which admitted that the blacks
wero “ good troops,” had “ fought well,”
and that their own soldiers * had never
been attacked with such fury before.” As
a matter of fact, the black soldiers had
saved Arras.

In the hell of Gallipoli, in 1915, the
black troops of France fought also, and
roade the same record as elsewhere. But
the man power of Franuce was waning. A
French envoy to Russia, who went to
ask assistance of the Cuzar, comp'ained of
the wastage of human material. “ The
Germans,” he =zaid, “make war with
machinery; we, with human breasts.”
Realizing that their resources were weak-
ening, the French looked again to Africs.
The c¢reation of eight Benega'ese bat-
talions was planned for 1916, but the
necessary mobilization law, for some in-
explicable reason, was never passed.
Special decrees, however, were subse-
quently issued, notably that of Qct. 9,
1918, by virtue of which & recruiting limit
of 50,000 men was established. Raiged
hastily, this force, almost untrained,
reached France in mid-Winter, and was
smalgamated with other corps. At least
a dozen battalions shared in the military
operations of this period. The press ve-
counted in detail the ‘exploits of the Sen-
cgalece at Barleux, at 1a Maisonette, be-
fore Péronne, at the time of the offen-
sive of General! Fayolle on the Somme,
;ind before Verdun under General Man-

n.

At Dovaumont, in the attack of Oct.
24, the fourth battalion of the colonial
infantry regiment of Morocco (the regi-

ment which, of thé whole Freach Army,
won the greatest pumber of citations)

sallied forth from itx trenches, only to
meet & tervific five of musketry and ma-
chine guns. Wavering for 8 moment,
the two companies at the hcad of the
battalion rwept on again. Split in the
centre by an enemy force, the Senegalese
rushed ahead on either side, attacking on
the first linesz. Thanks to this heroic ac-
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tion,  the resistance of the Germans at
Douvaumont was broken after a furious
struggle.

Again, on the westein slope of the
Fausse Cdte, when the white soldiers,
awept by machine-gun fire, took sheltev,
the 1st and 3d Companies of sharpshoost-
ers, all Senegaleze, continued to progress,
charged the machine-gun nest, and took
it by utorm. Inspired by the spirit of the
black troops, the whole line renewed the
attack, the Geimans surrendered, and the
German position was captured,

AT CHEMIN DES DAMES

The much-discusged offensive of April

16, 1917, a gigantic operation led by the
British and the French from Anas to
the Argonne, wax disastrous not only to
the French, but to the black contingents.
The task of General Mangin was to take
by atorm the formidable position called
the Chemin des Dames, Because of their
achievements as shock troops, the fury
of their advance under the most devas-
tating fire, the black divigions were
marked out for. the first sssault, At
dawn they bounded forward and took the
first German line within an hour, tra-
versing a distayce of from five to geven
ki’ometers through a bewildering and
formidable network of defenses. But
somebody blundered. Halted at 10 o’clock
in the morning before the second Ger-
msan line, bristling with machine guns,
they were kept immovable all that day
and night in trenches awept by glacial
winds and c¢louds of snow. Their feet,
unsued to European footgear and held
ltke vices in their army brogans, became
badly frostbitten, and on the morning of
the 18th, when the 2d Colonial Corps
moved forward, thourands of Scnegalese
could not follow. Whole batturions were
thus put hors de combat. Then another
blunder occurred. Many of there cascs
of {rostbite were easily cured. Had the
black soldiers heen brought back a short
distance to the rear, and only tempors-
rily, they could have been used again in
the great offensive. Instead of this,
they were dispeixed, and when at last
they rejoined their corpa, Geness! Man-
gin no longer commanded his avmy and
the offensive had been abandoncd. By
the end of Muy, 1917, the black bat-
talions were distributed over all the
front and relegated to obscure tasks.
sSome vegained a regimental unity in
quiet sectors, some puarticiputed in the
few operationk arovnd Verdun in &as8so-
ciation with white colonial troops. The
yvear 1917 was ill-omened for the black
troops, as it was for all othera,
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THE DEFENSE. OF RHEIMS

In 1918 the Secnegalexe, withdrawn
from the front at the beginning of Win-
ter, and reinforced by belated untts, were
reorganized in the camps of the zouth
by a colonial General, who created the
fine battalions whose strength the Ger-
mans experienced in the Spring of the
came year. These black tvoopz, veterans
of .two yecavs' fighting, were given the
task of holding the martyred City of
Rheims. The Germans, planning to take
the city by surprize, advanced between
Rheims and Soissons, and were beating
down the resixtance of the French first
lines when the Senecga'ese divisions ar-
rived. The German =oldiers, who had
already tested the temper of their black
sdversaries, had no stomach for fuirther
tight, and withdrew. But on June 12
they began another furious assault from
the east of the c¢ity, and succeeded in
capturing one of ity keyx, the Pompeol'e
fort. By a ficrce countevoffensive the
Sencgalere dicve them out headlong, and
the Germans did not retumn to the attack.

These continued failures, espeeially in
view of the fact that the Cerman papers
had divaiged contemptuously the szegret
that Rheims was held “ only by negroes
and colonial troops,” became serious for
German prestige, and on June 18 the
Crown Prince ordered his troops to take
the city, at whatever cost. On a front of
twenty-five kilometers from weat to east,
three first-linte divizions assailed the ¢ir-
cle of the French defenses, preceding the
attack by & viclent bombardment of
asphyxiating shefls. The German cffort
failed again. At only one point, to the
north of Sillery, the enemy penctrated.
but waa driven out. “ We were strug-
ghng,” wrote & German officer, “ against
those negro soldiere, who hold like wallg,
wait for our men till they are within five
yards, and throw themselves upon them.”

When, by & aurprise attack, the Ger-
mans finally succeeded in taking le
Chemin des Dames, a capture which
brought them in four days from I’Allette
to the Marnc, there was panic in Ché-
teau-Thierry, which was choked with
fugitives and fleeing soldiers. All ef-
forts to halt the rout proved vain. Only
one General, renowned for hiz exploits in
Africa, made an attempt to stem the
tide of the advancing Germans. In the
ruing of the castle he instailed his Sene-
galese, with orders to defend it to the
death. These orders were obeyed. Vainly
the German wave beat agsainst the old
walls of the castle, while the evacuation
of the town proceeded. When finally
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the object of the Allies was gained, the
handful of Senegalese soldiers came
forth, bearing their dead and wounded,
under the eyes of the Germans, who
were stupefied by the small number of
their tenacious adversaries,

So the French blacks fought in the
great Euvropean war, the first in which
they had ever been gllowed-to share.
[20’ated cases of the panic of raw black
troovs, brought for the first time under
the fire of big guns, cannot impair the
record made by the black troops as &
whole. They, too, were the artizans of
the vietory of France.

THE COOLORED AMERICANS

The negro soldiers of the United States
arrived late on the field of battie, but in
more than sufficient time to make (Cer-
many feel the atrength of their arm. In
all 83,600 negroes were drafted for serv-
ice in the National Army sent overceas,
More than 626 of the 1,260 colored men
who completed their course of training
were commissioned as officers in the
United States Army; nearly 100 negro
physicians and surgeons received com-
mirsions ax officers in the Medical Re-
serve Corps, and a full fighting force of
30,000 men constituted the 92d Division
detailed for duty in France under Gen-
eral Pershing. The total number of negro
combat troopx was 42,04).

Like the Senegalese forees of the
French Amy, the black American troops
held their own on European battleficlids
and xtood the test of courage, endurance
and aggressiveness in moments of the
greatest stress. They fought valiantly
at Chateau-Thierry, Soissonx, on the
Vesle, in Champagne, in the Argonne,
gnd in the final attacks in the Metz re-
gion. The entire first battalion of the
367th Infantry, the * Buffaloes,” ag it
was called, was awarded the Croix de
Guerre for heroism in the drive on Metz,
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The soldiers of thin battaiton received
their baptism of fire in this attack; at
the start they wonr honors which veterans
of many conflicts had failed to capture,
In other engagements three black rvegi-
ments as units were awarded the Croix
de Guerre, which bestow: on cach man
the right to wear the coveted badge.
When the fighting stopped, it was the
negro troops who were nearest t0 the
Rhine. Whether performing individual
exploitzs, fighting in & single regiment,
or doing battle in a division made up
entirely of men of hiz organization the
negro soldier rose to every test,

In the Argonne the 368th Infantry, col-
ored, rent a volunteer runner with &
message to the left flank of an Amer-
ican firing line. The way led across an
open field swept by heavy enemy ma-
¢hine-gun firc. Before he hid gore far,
2 ghell cut him ‘down. As he fell he
shouted back to hiz ¢omrades that some
one should come and get the mezsage.
Another member of the regiment, Licu-
tenant Campbell, dashed across the shell-
xwept space, picked up the wounded pii-
vate, and, amid ’ hail of German bullets,
carned hir man back to the American
lines, winning by this achievement the
Diatinguirhed Service Crozx and the pro-
motion to a Captaincy. Under the same
Lieutenant Campbell a few black soldicrs,
armed only with their riflex, trench
knives, and bhand grenades, moving over
g road in the Chiteau-Thiery scetor,
by a ¢lever ruse and great bravery, cap-
tured & concealed machine. gun that had
becn doing deadly work, killed four of
the Germans operating it, and made pris-
onerr of the other three.

DEEDS OF 372D RECIMENT

Four of the negro regiments fivst sen?
over, the 369th, 870th, 371ixt, and 3724,
afterward organized into the Provixionul
93¢ Divixion, were brigaded scparstely
with French troops. The fighting record
of the 372¢ may be taken us typical. The
men had arrived in France on Aprit 14,
and had gonc into tiaining with the
French on April 28. On June 6 the 3724
was zent to the trenches just west of
Verdun, and occupied the famoux battle.
swept Hill 304 and zections at Four de
Parix and Vauquoiz. On Hill 304 thou-
sands of Fremch and German soldiers
had fallen ax the battleline xwung back
and forth. This hill wax given to the
negrocs to hold, and they held it,

In the Champagne sector, with Mon-
toiy ax the objective, the negroes cheered
and sang when the announcement that
they were going into battle wax made.
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From June 8 to Sept. 10, in the hloody
Argonnc Forest, the 372d boye the brunt
of the teriific battle for weeks. They
took an active part in the Argonne offen-
sive, which lasted from Sept, 26 to Oct.
7. In the ordeal of this gigantic drive,
the negro troops proved their fighting
qualities in deadly striking power and
stubborn resistance in moments of ¢risis,
and made for themselves such a -record
that they won ax & unit the coveted Croix
de Guerve. The casualty list showed 500
men killed, wounded, and gassed, -

Another regiment’s vrecord, that of the
369th, commanded by Colone]l William
Hayward, ex-Public Service Commis-
sioncer, 1 equally striking. The 360th
was in the Champagne offensive as a
part of the Fourth Avmy, commanded
by General Gouraud, n few milex west
of the Argonne Forest, The accomplish-
ment of this regiment was deseribed by
Colonel Havward in the opening lines of
his official report:

AL 525 A. M. the assaull was launched,
An nxraull that kXept ar<auiting wno far a$

our division was concérned, for twelve
days, in which we crossed rivers, captured

towns, out and olimded through uwcrex
and acred’ of barbed wire entanglemonts,
storraod biutfx, ridges apst hills for four-
teen kiometere, all the way frcing stube.
born and terribly effective artilery and
machine-gun fire. Al the ond of twelve
days we came out with our diviston, whatl
was joft of us, which fncluded twenty
officors.

At the very end of the war the 369th
won another distinction, pointed osut by
The Stars and Stripes, the organ of the
American troops in France, in the fol=
lowing announcement:

The furthest north at 11 ¢'¢clock (when
the armistice went into effect, Nov. 11,
IBIR] on the front of the two armies was
held wt the extreme American left, up
Sedan way. by ihe iroops of the Tith
‘Division. The furtheat east~-the fncavest
o the Rhine—wgas held by those negro
xoldlers wha uzed to muXe up the old Ne¢w
Yok I15th, and who havo long' been
brigaded with the French., Thoy were in
Alsace, and thelr iine ran through Thann
and acro¥e the raflway that ieads to
Colmazr.

NEGRO DIVISION IN ACTION

Soon after the 82d Dividon wasg thor-
oughly organized it took over the Mar-
bache gector. The fury of these men's
trench raids won from the Germansg the
sobriquet of " schwarze Teufel” (black
devils.) By these raids they drove the
Germans north beyond Erehaut and Voi-
vrotte to Cheminot Bridge. To check

these attacks the Germans tried to de-
stroy the bridge, and flooded the coun-
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trv. Up to that time, it ghould be re-
membered, the 92d Divigion as & unit had
never been in battle. Oniy the 368th In-
fantry had received the baptism of fire
in the Argonne Foreat.

The division’s chance came in the drive
on Metz. At 4 o'clock one Sunday morm-
ing {Nov. 10, 1918) they were notified
that they were to be sent into action.
Through ‘the whole division echoed the
fighting slogan of the “ Buffaloes,” the
867th Infantry: “Seeé it through!”

‘The 92d began its advance at 7 o'clock
from Pont-a-Mousson. ¥acing it was a
valley commanded by the heavy guns of
Metz, and by nests of German rachine
guns. The negro troops realized their
first great opportunity, Fused by a spe-
cies of race solidsrity they plunged for-
ward like & single man, swiftly, unfalter-
ingly, through 8 veritable rajn of shall.
fire, heedless of their losses. Their ob-
jective for the day was Bols Fréhaut,
Picked Moroccan and Senegalese troops
of the French® Army, striking for the
same point, in an odd competition of
black races on this day, were the first
to arrive, The Germang, grasping the
sitoation, pounded Bois Fréhaut with a
heavy fire, and the Senegalese and Mo-
roccans were finally compelled to retreat.

. Of the American negro troops, the 58th
Regiment was forced to withdraw, but
not until after heavy losx. It was the 1st
Battalion of the “ Buffaloes,” commanded
by Major Charles L. Appleton of New
York, with negro company commanders
and Lieutenants, that was called upon to
hold the Germans at bay while the deci-
mated §6th retreated. The jron rezist.
ance which the Buffaloes made to th:
Germans on this occasion, in the face of
a terrific fire, won for the battslion the
Croix de Guerre. A little later Bois
Fréhaut was taken by the 92d. The
murderous fire -directed against the
swiftly advancing blacks could not deter
them, The Stars and Stripes sait of
this fight:

Probadly the hirdest tighting dono by

any Amerlcans in the tinal hour was that
which engaged the troops of the 28th.
924, 81at, and Tth Divisions of the Becond
Amarican Ay, who launched a fire-
eating attack above Vigneulles just at
dawn on the 1lth. It was no miid thing,
that lunt flaro of battle, and tho order to
coane Ltring dld not reach the on In tho
front 1inhe unti]l the last moment, whan the

runners spod with it from fox hole to fox
hole.

Numerous officers and privates of the.
928 were commended for mentorious
conguct by General Orders. At the close
of hostilitiez the negro division held the
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iine Vandidres-St. Michel-Xon-Noxyy. The
92d suffered s total of 1,478 casualties.

So the negro soldler, alike of Afriea
and of the United States, played his
part in the great war. Along the north-
east front, in Rheims, on the Marne, at
Mont de Choisy, in the Argonne, before
Metz, these troops held their ground or
hroke the enemy lines by their uncon-
querable tenacity. As & French writer
put it, “ they tought like demons, and
they died like men.”

She New Pork Times
CURRENTHISTORY

OldMagazineArticles.com



