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FRANCE & GERMANY

M{T(‘H of the hope that the Boerx will ultimately be saved

by the European powers is based upon the supposition
that the German Emperor mav intervene; bat the Germun Gov-
crnment is convincwd that Germany is the object of more hostile
regard than any other country, and that she must prepasee to <le-
fend herwif against more thanenc enemy, should a quarrel lead-
ing to war arisee. The orgzans which reflect government upinion
expecially distrust Frunce, One of the Iatest causes of distrust

is the attitude of M. I".wl Deschaund, president of the Chamber of
Dceputics, who, upon his clection to the Académio Frangaise, ox-
pressed himself to the following cffeet:

My predecessor umong the Immortuls of the Academy foresaw
that Germany would iocrease and that Fraonce would ruffer re-
verses, Hence Hervé, after the war, wax a strong advecate of
aun «nfenis with Russia, to prevent the liegemony of (Germany.
France cun not act as a rival te Euglund atd to ticrmany at the
same time; to estublish ber power on the Continent xhe mnust
have her coast free. It is casier for Prapnce to bring about an
accord between England and Russia than for Germany to
strenpthen the friendship of ktaly and Austria.

Coupled with demonstrations of this kind is the increased effort
of the Roman Catholics to arouse discontent in Alsace-l.urraine.
There is a puragraph in the constitution of the Re/cAsiande which
cnables the governor to et without the Assembly, under certain
circumstances. It hay never been enforced ; but the Catholies
find ita hindrance, nnd demand its removal. Prince Hohenlohe,
however, replied in the main as follows:

1 have been governor of Alsace-Lorraine for nine years. and
can say that people hardly cver botherced about the paragraph
thea. Minister von Kdller, who was four ycars in office there.
never even read the paragraph.  This proves that its value ax a
means for agitation bux only recently been discovered. I admit
that tho populution is Joyval ta the main ; but doubtlcss there is
minority who are not. In saying this, 1 do nut intend to censure
their attitnde ; I state bat the fact<. It is characteristiec that the
clergy should oppose tho erection of a Catbolic fuculty at the Umi-
versity of Strassburg, for fear that French infinence would vanish
tnless the students are restricted to the anti-Germua Seminary.
Our rclations to the French Government are the very best; but
Alsace-Lorraine is borderland, and we must have the right to act
quickly ia cases of emergency.

In England there is much ratisfaction with the Chancellor’s
speech, altho some papers question its prudence. The London
Mpeclalor vays .

“The Chancellor only apeaks the truth, but was it necessary,
or even politic, to be quite 5o brutally direct?, In uny case, his

words can hardly be pleasant reading to thuse Frenchmen who
have been dreaming that if William 11 could only be recouped
out of the spuils of England they might regain their provinces
without fighting GGermany. South Africa, for example, ix richer
thun Elsass-Lothringen. All those dreams vanish before the
blood and iron of the Chancellor’s speech.”

The Kieler Zcitumg remarks that Englishmen naturally are
asurprised to hear the truth spoken, especially as they affect to
ignure the fact that Alsace-Lorraine was always inhabited by
Germans, tho for awhile in the possession of France, The paper
also asks if it is rcally thaught that the Kaiser could, if he would,
part with German territory as with private property. Many [ab-
eral German papers believe that fear of France s grmundless.
Indeed, French papers print comments of o sort which would
hate been impossible a generation ago. The Paris Josrnal
ld:s Ncbals nays:

It is aot for us to judge wherther the Alsacians are perfeetly
ratisfied, or whether, o~ the Chancellor remarked, there ts a
minarity which thinks with regretful sighs of French times.
What concerns s more closely is that the Chancellor admitted
the cordial relations existing between Franve and Germuany.
The old wound is not yet healed with us; but we know that, €
we are to persist in the colonial policy boptin by Jules Fueery. it is
Enypland, more than any other power, that opposes Lrench inter-
ests. Wedo not believe that cundial relations between France
amd Enghind are impossible, for the world is big ¢nough foc
them ;. bat the actiong of Mr. Chamberlain and his fellow minis.
ters prove that they do not think as we de, We can not carry on
iUstruggle on two sides, henee we must stand well with all the
continental countries.  We regret, however, that government
onzins like the A/nische Aeifuny are so very anti-French.™

The Berlin Mewtsihe Tages Zedtwny declares that neither
France nor Russin catt fully trust Germany unless Germany
makes herself (ree from England.  * Lossomw England.” (Away
(rom England), savs the paper; " England is never trustworthy,
and she will treat us only the worse if she Iwlieves we are influ-
chced by her."— 7 ransiations made for ‘Tae Literary Dickst,
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