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INSIDE THE
AUSTRIAN

GCOLLAPSE

Behind the scenes that hard day
at Berchtesgaden, reveuling

what Hitler said to Schuschnigy
and what the Austrian public
never knew ahout the German
plot to stage in Vienna a counters-
nart of the Reichstag fire, as «
pretext for invasion. Schuschnigy
spoiled that pretext, only to fur-
nish ancother one himself. Uncov-
ering the plotinthe hope of
averting invasion he merely

brought 17 on.

EBRUARY twelfth is no emancipa-
Ftor’s birthday in Vienna. On that
day, 1934, ils strects werc woven
witll barbed wire, they resounded to
troops, artitiery, and armorcd cars,
Vienna was not being defended from
an external caemy, its ewn govern-
ment was attacking the homes of its
people. 1t was destroying the largest
political party of the city. Socal
Democracy was being wiped out.,

Every year, when February twelfth
rccurred, Vienna remembered and
shuddered. ¥t was sure this day would
be chosen for a sudden jurious blow
of revenge struck by the suppressed
population against the authentarian
regime.

Last year, year before last, before
the twelfth of Ifcbruary, the police
raided ali known meeting places of
the workers, and the army was ready
to march. But there were no demon-
strations, only a few threatening hand-
bills appeared mysteriously on auto-
mobile seuts, in theatres, and on the
streets. This vear the police made
their usual raids. But not even the
handbiils appeared.

Not all of Austria’s fears were of
the Left. The whole workd spoke of
the day when Germany and Austria
would be united—under Berlin. Ik was
a peril, but not this vear. For Hitler
was having dilficuities. He had car-
ricd through the purge in the army.
Dr. Schacht had resigned. Hitler's
anniversary specch and the mecting
of the Reichstag had been postponed.
This year he was too busy to worry
about Vienna. No, Vienna was not
afraid of Hitler.

But February twelfth did bring its

doom this year. The sound of if came
first gently, in the whisper of a rumor,

At about seven in {he evening the
news spread through the caiés that
Chancellor Schuschnige had gone to
visit Hitler at Berchtespaden. This
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was verified by late evening newspa-
pers. Only these emphasized that the
visit was at Hitler's invitation, and
that nothing would be discussed which
went beyond the Protocol of July 11,
1936, This was Austria’s charter of
sovercigniy, In it Germany guaran-
teeqd the independence of Austria, and
foreswore interference in Austria’s in-
ternal alfairs.

Even so, the news came as a shock.
It was followed at once by a second
shock; the newspapers which pub-
lished 1t were suddenly conhscated.
This frightened the Viennecse. Schu-
schinigg’s visit to Berchtesgaden must
mean more than the newspapers ad-
mitted. It might mean a terrible
crisis. Perhaps after all Hitler had
decitled to act.

The public could only guess and
fear. It knew none of the prelimina-
ries of the Schuschnigg visit, none of
the secrets which had been ferreted
out by the Austrian government. This
1s the history of these preliminarics
and of the all-day conflict between
Schuschnigz and Hitler at Berchtes-
caden which ensyed.

The narrative must begin with 2
secret annex of the Protocol of July
11, 1936, For it was the abuse of the
agreement in this annex which led to
the downfall of Schuschnigg and the
disappearance of Austria.

This secret annex was an undertak-
ing on the part of the Austrian gov-
ernment to set up a Committee of
Seven. which should function within
the framework of the Fatherland
Front (Austria’s single pelitical
party), and should prepare for the
admission of former Austrian Nazis.
At the time it seemed a harmless un-
dertaking. Schuschnigg looked upon
it as a gesture of reconcilizgtion. The

Germans had been enraged that the
Fatherland Front had suppressed the

Austrian Nazis, Schuschnigg bad re-
torfed he could not tolerate Nazis as
such any moere than he could social-
ists. But he was wiiling that Austrian
Nazis as good racial Germans (Na-
tionalbetonten} should enter the Fath-

erland Front if they accepted its ob-
lipations, This Committee of Seven
was established to supervise their en-
try.
r)échuschnigg was duly warned about
the committee after it had begun to
function, For a vear, he was told over
and over again that it was not observ-
ing the restrictions in the secret an-
nex. But he was no man to inwvite
trouble, “Don’t peddic rumors to me,”
he would say, “bring me evidence.”
Toward the end of January he was
to have evidence. He was told that
if he raided the office of the Commit-
tee of Seven in the Temfalistrasse, he
would find complete plans for a Ger-
man nvasion of Austria. He ordered
the raid. The pians were found.
There were two. The first was for
an assautf on the German legation in
the Metternichgasse. This was {0 be
undertaken on January 30, the zani-
versary of Hitler’s accession to power
in Germany. Being a holiday, the Ger-
man legation on that day would be en-
titled to flv the otherwise forbidden
Swastika. Thereupon Nazis in uni-
forms of the Sturmkorps and Mon-
archists of the Fatherland Front, os-
tensibly enraged by the sight of the
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Nazi symbol, would demand removal
of the 8ag and then storm the build-
ing, set it afire and attack the lega-
tion personnel. This would give Ger-
many the pretext for invasion. This
was the notorious strategy of the
Reichstag fire.

The second plan was for the Inva-
sion of Ausiria by the German Reich-
swehr and the Austrian Legion, 1t
was worked out to the smailest de-
tail. And it bore the signature, not of
a2 member of the German General
Staff. but the initials “R.H.” Hitler’s
official assistant in the German gov-
ernment is Rudolph IHess.

Other discoveries, thougihh not 50
startiing, were significant. Schusci.
nigg at once ordered the Commitiee
of Seven to Police Headguarters,
where each was interrogated for hours.
It became clear that Leopold and an-
other member, Tavs, must have known
of the two plans. They were arrested.
The other members were set at lib-
erty.

The next step was to make an 1m-
mediate protest in Berlin, The defails
of the Lwo conspiracies were sent to
the Austrian minister, Herr Tau-
schitz. He was instructed te demand
explanation, satisfaction and repara-
tion, He burried at cnce io the For-
eign Office and protested with the
greatest indignation against the viola.
tion of the Protoco! of July 1, 1936.

This was in the time of Germany's
January crisis, which ended m the re-
moval of Von Neurath as foreign min-
ister and in the purge of Von Fritsch
and the other {7 generals. The Aus-
trian plots played their part in this
¢risis. For Von Neurath warned
against adventure in Austrk, an<d the
venerals were as emphaiically hostile
to it. It was their belief—mistaken,
as it later developed—that invasion
would cause a general European war.

Herr Von Papen, the Cerman min-
ister in Vienna, rusbed to Berlin Lo
discuss the situation with Hitler. e
‘ound the Fuchrer in a rage over the
arrest of the Commitiee of Seven,
which he denounced as a breach ot
the Protocol of July 11, Bul, be told
Von Papen, hie was prepared 1n his an-
niversary specech of January 30 ex-
pressly to renew the pledge of Aus-
trian independence “under certain
conditions which he should have to
discuss personally with Herr Schu-
schnigg.” That was the first mention
of the fateful Berchtesgaden visit.
Herr Von Papen brought the message
to Schuschnigg at Vienna.

But Schuschnigg was in no temper
to meet Hitler. His first impulse was
te publish the documents, send them
10 Paris, to Londlon, to 2l capitals, to
cry to the world how much store
could be sct by lhe word of the
Fuehrer. Why should he want a new
pledge of independence from a man
who already had broken faith?

Here enters the sinisier personale
ity of Guido Schmidt, Austrian for-
eign sgcretary, whom history may
identify as the man who uniocked the
wates of his country to Hitler. Schmidy
had been the negotliator of the Proto-
cof of July 11, He cautioned his chan-
cellor not to act precipitately. He ex-
horted him to behave like a German,
it must not be his role 1 history, he
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it must not be his role in history, he
urged, to accuse a feliow-German ot
dupticity. He should go to Hitler. e
couid lay the documents hefore him.
He could demand satisfaction, If Hit-
ler did not give it to him, then he
could pubiish the documents.

He also pointed out that a new
pledge from Hitler guaranteeing Aus-
trian independence would have immie-
diate political benefits, The Austrian
Nazis had complained thai Hitler had
let them down in signing the Proto-
col. A new Hitler promise would ¢
bitter them again, and bring them
closer to Schuschnigg.

His final argument was that under
the Protocol, Austria undertook not to
conduct an anti-German policy. To
denounce Hitler publicly would vio-
late the Protocol, and give him the
pretext for any step he chose to take.

On the evening of February 11
Schuschnige set out on his historic
journiey. He spent ihe night at Salz-
burg, then rode by car to tlie frontier
with part of his slait. Before he and
his foreign secretary Schmidt crossed
into Bavaria, he turned to the officials
whe were to remain behind,

“When vou return to Salzburg,” he

ordered, “you are to telephone me at
Berchtesgaden every two hours. I 1
do not. come to the telephone mwself
you will know that somelhing is
wrong.” He did not accept the “hos-
pitality” of his eminent host with a
complete sense of secunty.

The reception at Berchtesgaden
however, was disarmingly cordial.
Hitler, accompanied only by his im-
mediate stafi, welcomed him. and un-
dertook Lo show him the informal Ba-
varian “White House.” As he went
zhout. he explained everything and
how it had been done according to
his own personal pians. (Herr Schu-
schnigg did nol. as later repeated by
the wiis of Vienna, ask him if he had
hung the wallpaper himseif.) Hitler
could not refram from Jeading him to
his “favorite spot,” a position in the
garden where the view stretched
across the valley and far into Austra.,

Bu{ that was the end of polite cere-
momal, for the two chancellors, ac-
companicd by Schmidt, then retired
for their first private talk, where later
they were joined by the new German
toreiyn secretary, ven Ribbentrap.
Hitler. as might have been expected,
spoke first. He went on speaking for a
long time. He began slowly, oratori-
cally. then worked up gradually Lo
2 Tull and warm rhetorical flow. He
ranted 1n generalities. He appealed to
Schuschnigg as a German. He chided
Austria as a land which had not kept
the German race undefiled.

The speech went on and on. Schu-
schnigg. who 1s a chain-smoker, wanted
1o light a cigaret, but could not, For
at. Berchtesgaden smoking s forbid-
den. Hitler had suffered from a gas
attack in the war, and cannot stand
(he irritation of his delicate throat.
Schuschnigg was to be with the Fuehc-
er Tor eight terrible hours that day,
and when he Jeft in the evening he
was nearly a wreck. He had failed to
get through his dominant program.
He had {ailed in part because he could
not soothe and strengthen his nerves
with the nicotine {o which he was ac-
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"Do you remember whof we
saved Furope for?"

Not that Schuschnigg was anxious
during the first speech. He had awaited
it, for though this was his first meet-
ing with Hitler, he knew the Fuehbrer's
ways. When Hitler finally paused. his
chance had come to speak, and speak
he did. Quietly, with dignity, with pre-
csion and clarity he told ahout the
documents found in the raid on the
headquarters of the Committee of

Seven. He made his demands, he
asked for honor and honesty from
Germany.

Hitler cut him off with an outburst
of rage. What did he mean? How did
he dare to throw these charges into
his face? What had he, Hitler, to do

with these plots? The conspirators
were Austrians, weren’t theyy? Their
conspirings were internal affairs .of
Austria, weren’t they? The Protocel
of July 11 forbade him to intervene
in internal Austrian affairs, didn’t it?
How had Schuschnigg ruled in Aus-
tna, bearing down on good German
men, that they had fo resort to such
designs? Why should he reproach him,
Hitler, for the consequences of his

own poor pohcies at home? For his
part., he knew nothing of the plot to

attack the (erman legation. How
should he know anything about it. a
plot hatched by Austrians in Ausiria?

As tfor the plans of invasion, the
Fuehrer raged on. what business were
they of Schuschnigg® Germany had
plans for the invasion of every neigh-
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est neighbor. That was a military
duty. It had nothing to do with poli-
tics,

The plans were in the hands of
the Commiitee 0of Seven. What had
that 10 do with him? Was he to be
held responsible for the legation mes-
senger service In Vienna? The plans
had been signed “R.H.” There were
pienty of RH's in Germany other
ihan Rudolph Hess. What did
Schuschnigg mean by his personal
insinuations?

The Fuehrer’'s voice shricked as he
asked these questions. and his eyes
burned with wrath. He beat his
breast, he waved his arms. fHe was a
torch of indignant passion, and
Schuschnigg had fo admit to himself
that e put his case furiousiy but well,

Schuschnigg had another turn to
speak, and, like the good lawver that
he was, began pressing with his ewvi-
dence,

The investigation of the police,
after the raid, had shown that the
communication was constant between
the Committee and German Nazi
headquarters, the Brown House in
Munich. Just a few days before, he
rerminded Hitler, the Austrian customs
authorities at the Bavarian irontier
town of Passau had seized a German
limousine, which turned out to helong
to the mayor of Passau. In it were
three Austrians, and a prominent Ger-
man Nazi, and the rear of the car had
been crammed full of Nazi pamphilets,
most of them personal attacks on
him. What more proof could anyone
ask? It was impossible, he argued,
that the Committee of Seven, which
maintained such close relations with
Germany and was financed by (er-
many, should leave its German adwvi-
sers ignorant of the plans for the at-
tack on the German legation.

Again Hitler interrupted, but not to
answer to the point. It was as though
he had not listened to the evidence.
He simply let fly again in a new out-
burst of anger. Schuschnigg, he cried,
was the most dispraceful ruler 1n Eu-
rope. He had no following. His own
people were against him. He was the
worst terrorist that ever had sullied
the history of the German race. No-
body stood behind him, His political
life bung by a thread.

“Why!” he shouted, “I have only to
march into Austria and all the people
will rise and greet me as a savior!”

Schuschnigg drew himself up stiffiy
at this mention of invasion. “I have
brought you my evidence,” he said
guickly, “and you take it as an insult,
you pay no attention fo the facts, I
had better return to Austria.”

Hitler glared at him, his face
fiushed.

“Obviously you don’t know with
whom you are dealing. You stand be-
fore the greatest German who has
lived for centuries!”

The two chancellors [aced one an-
other, and then the antagonism in Hit-
ler melted away. ¥e relaxed, and he
even produced a wan smile. The time,
be said, had come for luncheon.

The luncheon was to confront
Schuschnigg with a fresh and discon-
certing surprise. The door opened,
and two men entered in general's uni-
forms. They were introduced as Gen-
eral Von Keitel and General Von
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Reichenau~—the two men who had
come to the fore afier the Reichswehr
purge. Von Keite!l was the new com-
mandar-in-chief of the army; Von
Reichenau was in command of the
German forces on the Austrian fron-
tier. They expressed the supremacy of
Nazi coontrol over the Reichswehr.
Still more, they expressed Germany’s
readiness to invade Austria. Schusch-
nigg was taken aback. He had be-
lieved he was to be the Fuehrer’s only
guest. But there were to be other ad-
ditions te Lhe luncheon party. In filed
more officers in field uniform. They
were the entire staffs of the two gen-
erals. The room was suddenly Lrans-
formed into a miitary meeting, And
last ol all came a countryman of Lhe
Austrian c¢hancellor, Herr Muehi-
mann. an escaped Nazi conspirator,
sentenced to prison during the
Schuschnigg regime.

Conversation at the luncheon was
stiff to the point of painfulness, But it
was a fitting preparation for what
was (o follow, For as soon as the meal
was ended, the negotiations began at
once. The two cbancellors, the two
generals, the two [oreign secretaries,
and the Austrian conspicator repaired
ta the conference room. Here there
was a new atmosphere. The time for
argumentation had passed. Hiller
took charge. and in a quiet husiness-
like way informed Schuschnigg of the
German <lemands.

These were three. First, an amnesty
for all imprisoned Nazis in Austria,
as well as for the entire Austrian le-
gion in Bavaria. Second. the appoint-
ment of a “Nationalbetonter” {in ef-
fect. a Nazi sympathizer) as Minister
of the Interior and a similar man to
be Minister of Justice in the Austrian
cabinet. Third, full political activity
for Austrian Nazis. If these dernands
were not accepted, Germany would
march into Austria,

In return for Austria’s acceptance
of the demands. Hitler offered to
make a new explicit declaration 1o his
next Reichstag speech, guaranteeing
Austna’s independence. _

Schuschnigg replied without hesita-
tion. An amnesty, he said., might be
considered, but the inclusion of the
Austrian Legion was out of the ques-
tion. The appointment ¢f a new BHin-
ister of the Interior might alsc be dis-
cussed. The Falherland Front micht
open ils ranks to former Nazis, but
only for political activity within the
framework of the Fatherland Front,
and not as Nazis. But nothing. he
caid, could be decided there and then.
Austria was governed uader a consti-
tution, and decisicns of this impor-
tance could only be made by the cabi-

net after consultation with Presideng
Miklas. Moreover, he added, he must
consult the Presiwdent Dy telephone
forthwith. But before he spoke to him
he wished to make one comment,
Austria bad been threatened with
force. This threat could bave no bear-
ing on the German demands. Other
nations, be reminded Hitier, had been
occupied by German armies, Belgium,
Serbia, Rumania, and had regained
theixr freedom. So would Austria.,

With this dramatic utterance, he
lett the conference room to telephone
to the Austrian President. When he
returned, he was again emphatic. The
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President had authorized him to say
that nothing could be decided without
a full cabinet conference. He did not
add, as he might have done, that the
president had told him to get out of
Berchtesgaden as quickly as ever he
Knew how, so as to extricate himself
and his couniry from the perilous
situation.

Once more the German demands
were formulated. and this (ime the
threat of invasion was more clearly
defined. The Austrisn government was
given until three days later, the foi-
Jlowing Tuesday at six p.m. Lo accept
the demands. Qtherwise, Germany
would march m. If Lhe demands were
accepted, Auslria’s independence
would be guaranteed anew in the
Reichstag specch. With ihis formu-
lation, the negoliations came to their
virtual conclusion. Schuschnigs re-
peated that nothing could be decided
unti the requirements of the Aus-
{rian constitution had been met. The
Constitution, he declared, would not
permit special privileges for Nazis.
If the Nazis of Austria were permitted
political identity the same would have
to be allowed for monarchists, social-
ists, and communists, He rubbed 1t in
that ac¢cording to his deepest convic-
tran all men must be equal before Lhe
law.

But he did not bang shul the door
of negolialion, It was not for nothing
that he had been educated by the
jesuits, He admitted Lhere were pos-
sibilities in the German demands,
Once the principie of cquality was
respecied, he was prepared to advise
his colleagues on how the demands
might be met.

Here Hitler sat before him. staring.
In the background were the two gen-
erals, the svmbols of Germany’s mili-
tarv power. The ultimatum had at
last been frankly avowed and set.
After enduring eight hours of plead-
ing and bullying. Schuschnigg fnally
rose to depart, a man of thirty-nine
with spow-white hair, pale, exhausted
and beaten.

The leave-takine was ice-cold. Only
the traditional bowing and heel-click-
ing of men with mililary training,
saved il from utter formiessness. In
a few moments. Schuschnigg and
Schoidt were speeding back to Salz-
burg. The farst act of the death trag-
edy of Austria hadended. The “bard day
at Berchtesgaden,” as Schuschnigg
was fo describe it tn WS speech belore
the Austrian chamber, was over. @
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