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AN ENGLISH VIEW OF RELIGIOUS
AMERICA

HE OPPORTUNITY to sce ourselves as others see us
I is a frequent owe with Americans, as evidenced in the
numerous books by visitors from other lands and in
their newspaper interviews; butl to see ourselves in our “religious
life,” a4 is the expression of an English elergyvinan in The Christion
Worlki (London), is to experience a new sensation. No reason-
able man, says the writer, will “doginatize hastily ™ about such
o matter as “religious life in Amerien,” for in this, &% in other
particulars, the size of Lthe country must be taken into aceount.
In passing from one State to another he finds the differences
in the population so striking that they “would seem to indicate
the prosonce of another tace,” On his way aeross the ocean,
for instance, he met an American woman who assured him that
“American men never went to church,” while an Episcopal
clecgyman in Philadelphia, denying this statement, “boldly
aflirmed that religion was still the must powerful agency in
Ameriean life,” and added that *“the leaven of New England has
entered into the life of the whole continent.” Speakiog from
his own obscrvation, the visiting writer notes us * vory remark-
able the zest and eagerness with which the young American
confronts life,”” lle iz imprest with the college wormen, teachers
and students, who aect as waitresses during the summer at such
a place as Chautauqua.  Also in his book of discoveries is the
type he calls “the Kdueated Porter,” s Cornell man studying
architeetury and working his way through college as a railroad-
stution porter. This man the writer finds to be “‘one of the
mosi splendid representatives of democratic manhood™ he has
ever met; yet side by side with this energy and zest in living, he
finds a corresponding deticiency in the “absence of the spirit
of hrooding and contemplative leisure,” and he goes on to show
that:

“One result of this is that Christisnity in Ameries is divided
into two CIIPS. The one is orthodox. Its orthodoxy is apt to
degenerste into the senile attachment to the letter of Seripture.
I heurd one man of this school say that he never read anything
biit the Bible, and he thanked God for being able to confine his
atlention to the one Book. There is a lack of mentul breadth.
of intellectual onlightenment. about the members of this school

is not the way to win tho battle for Christ.

which is a little disheartening to one who is in ngreement with
them on the central matters hut knows only too well that this.
The other school
seems to have sacrificed almost evervthing which makes Chris-
tianity distinet from a temporary philosophy. Its members
have the bad habit of preaching engenies or socivlogy in place of
the Uospel. They appear to be afraid ol the great epistles and
the nobler passages of the Cospels, and are apt to speak in torms
which would suggest that there was nothing distinetive in
Christiznity which ean make it an absolute and universal faith.
They have become afraid of the historian and the natural
seientist. Unless they are careful they will prove to have sold
the pass to the enemy from an unmanly and needless timidity.
What the American thinker needs iz u thorough drenching with
a genuine skepticism. He is already skeptical about religion.
But his infantile belief in edueation, in mechanies, in seience,
in everything which seems to be transiatable into material
profit, is pathetically amusing to a reflective Englishman. He
needs to ask questions about the value of theso things. He
must learn to be dubious about the very things whose virtues
are trumpeted in his ears day alter day.”

That Awmerics is “not entirely without her brooding spirit,”
he tells us, however, may be learned from a visit to some of her
famous cemeteries, which he desoribes, in refurring to the
cemeteries of Arlington and of Concord, a8 *‘these homes of her
mighty dead.” 7Tt is in her thinkers, her dreamers, her lovers
of the beautiful that America is great, he poinis out, and remarks,
“some day she will know this.” Meanwhile, attending Trinity
Church at Boston, where Phillips Brooks preached, he earries
away this impression of a present-day sermon:

“The sermon that T heard was certainly not inspired by the
meinory of Brooks, hut it was strangely suggestive, for the
preacher indicated plainiy enough that sense of disappointment
with the civilization of this great land which is felt and exprest
by the best and bravest men of the time. Ho sces that Carlyle’s
propheey is coming true. Here, in the New World, the preb- .
lems which the Old World hus known for so long are being
diseovered once more. Poverty by the side of wealth, a justifi-
able disbolief in the honesty and disinterestedness of those who
make the laws, & consequent anarchy which has its real roots in
the immoral nthilism of the rich and powerful. Ameriea has for
many ycars enjoyed the fruits of ecivilization and freedom.
Secular education has had its way. The schogl-tenchers have
been abroad in the land for decades. And the result is that
Americs literally cries aloud for the justice, the pity, the love
of man for man, which find their most glorious expression m
the Cross of Christ.”
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