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America, Listen To Your Own

LET AMERICANS turn to America, and to that very Amer-
ica which has been rejected and almost annihilated. Do
they want to draw sustenance for the future? They will
never draw it from the lovely monuments of our Euro-
pean past. These have an almost fatal narcotic, dream-
luxurious effect upon the soul, America must turn again
to catch the spirit of her own dark, aboriginal continent.
That which was abhorrent to the Pilgrim Fathers and to
the Spaniards, that which was called the Devil, the black
Demon of savage America, this great aboriginal spirit
the Americans must recognize again, recognize and em-
brace. The devil and anathema of our forefathers hides

the Godhead which we seek.

As Venice wedded the Adriatic, let America embrace
the great dusky continent of the Red Man. It 1s a

mysterious, delicate process, no theme for tub-thumping
and shouts of Expositions. "And yet it is a theme upon
which American writers have touched and touched again,
uncannily, unconsciously, blindfold as it were. Whitman
was almost conscious; only the political democracy issue
confused him. Now is the day when Americans must
become fully self-reliantly conscious of their own inner
responsibility. They must be ready for a new act, 2 new
extension of life. They must pass the bounds.

To your tents, O America. Listen to your own, don’t

listen to Europe.
D. H. LAWRENCE
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