Why Vietnam

Extracts From Letter From President Eisenhower
to Prime Minister Churchill, April 4, 1954

Dear Winston:

I am sure . .. you are following with the
deepest interest and anxiety the daily reports of the
gallant fight being put up by the French at Dien
Bien Phu. Today, the situation there does not seem
hopeless.

But ragardless of the outcome of this particular
battle, I fear that the French cannot alone see the
thing through, this despite the very substantial as-
sistance in money and matériel that we are giving
them. It is no solution simply to urge the French
to intensify their efforts. And if they do not see it
through and Indochina passes into the hands of the
Communists the ultimate effect on our and your
global strategic position with the consequent shift
in the power ratios throughout Asia and the Pacific
could be disastrous and, I know, unacceptable to
you and me. . . . This has led us to the hard
conclusion that the situation in Southeast Asia re-
quires us urgently to take serious and far-reaching
decisions.

Geneva is less than four weeks away. There the
possibility of the Communists driving a wedge be-
tween us will, given the state of mind in France, be
infinitely greater than at Berlin. I can understand
the very natural desire of the French to seek an end
to this war which has been bleeding them for eight
years. But our painstaking search for a way out
of the impasse has reluctantly forced us to the con-
clusion that there is no negotiated solution of the
Indochina problem which in its essence would not
be either a face-saving device to cover a French sur-
render or a face-saving device to cover a Commu-
nist retirement. The first alternative is too serious
in its broad strategic implications for us and for you
to be acceptable. . . .

Somehow we must contrive to bring about the
second alternative. The preliminary lines of our
thinking were sketched out by Foster [Dulles] in
his speech last Monday night when he said that
under the conditions of today the imposition on
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Southeast Asia of the political system of Commu-
nist Russia and its Chinese Communist ally, by
whatever means, would be a grave threat to the
whole free community, and that in our view this
possibility should now be met by united action and
not passively accepted. . . .

I believe that the best way to put teeth in this
concept and to bring greater moral and material
resources to the support of the French effort is
through the establishment of a new, ad hoc group-
ing or coalition composed of nations which have a
vital concern in the checking of Communist expan-
sion in the area. I have in mind, in addition to our
two countries, France, the Associated States, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Thailand and the Philippines.
The United States government would expect to play
its full part in such a coalition. . . . |

The important thing is that the coalition must
be strong and it must be willing to join the fight if
necessary. I do not envisage the need of any appre-
ciable ground forces on your or our part. . . .

If I may refer again to history; we failed to halt
Hirohito, Mussolini and Hitler by not acting in
unity and in time. That marked the beginning of
many years of stark tragedy and desperate peril.
May it not be that our nations have learned some-
thing from that lesson? . .

With warm regard,
IKE.
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