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WHAT
ERROL FLYNN

TRIES T HIDE

By EDDIE HAMILTON

LL the world knows the roles Errol Flynn has

played for Warner Brothers, for judging trom
the boxoffice receipts most of the world has seen
them. They arce not great roles in the Barrymore
sense, dut they're great for the public.

The formula is infallible—muscles, bosoms, storms
and strife. One can sel them In any land and at
any time. And Flynn can be Filynn to a fare-the-well
and pile in the shekels.

There have been times when Flynn has worrfed his
studio a bit by being perhaps too much Flynn in the
great-outdoors sense. He's given out stories, for In-

stance, about his life on the great catile ranches
of Australis.

Then, as Douglas Churchill said in the New York
Times, '“The faith of some of the brethren was
shaken during the filming of Another Dawn when
Mr. Fiynn experienced difficulty remaining astride a
horse.” But the boxoffice loved it.

Once he was reported shot during the Civil War
in Spain only to turn up. hale and hearty in a Madrid

pudb. But the boxofMice loved that,

t00. The studlo ncedn't have wor-
ried.

All the world knows, too, of

Flynn'a marital career which has
Tuny along pretly well hang-in-

glove with that of his profession
“With the little girl leading him %
B

by the hand,” as the judge said in|
Yuma in 1935 Flynn first marrled
the luscious L1l Damita. X

The pubdblic would have been dis-
appointed, Indeed, had not their
stormy, temperamental union end-
ed on the sharpest of rocks . . .
which it did after six solid years of
cruelty, separation, re¢conciliation
and more cruelty . . . all duly re-
ported.

Probably no better authority on women exists. Er-
rol Aynn does comic takeoff on Kinsey in Germany.

Next he married Nora Eddington who cllmbcdup the
ladder by way of a cigar stand. And ag-
ain he didn't let his public down. For
while he fought the Indians In San
Antonio and the Santa Fe Trall, -
he fought Nora at home, as he .4

had from the first day of thelr un-
ion.

Oddly, Flynn refused to ack- g
nowl edge his marriage to her,
even after the birth of their
child. But he didacknowledge £F%% R
it in time to dissolve it Majgsd
just In time to make —— G‘.‘i‘%w
Patrice Wymore his wife aft- s
ter a cross-country, cross-ocean, wild and harrowing,

international courtship.

The public sighed delightedly. Flynn had
done it again.
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Flynn loves to mug, even when its for charity, In Frank-
furt, HelanMack, a Scots lass, peid ten dollars to kiss

the famous zcrecn ster.

ROUGHOUT this wild melange
of war-whoops, kisses, moon-
light, open spaces, wind, nightclubs
and wedding bans, Errol Flynn has
nad a third career which, oddly
cnough, is the one that the public
really knows best and, in Its way,
follows most avidly.
Flynn has & flair {for trouble. Not
just little trouble like bill collectors

but great big trouble like assault
and mayhem and rane. Snme nf 4¢

he'd Uke to hide.

Lesser men would have fallen by
the wayside, banned for their
foibles by the Ladies Aid. But
withal, Fiynn has a boyish quality,
a quality that turned up once in
an article he did for the Woman’s
Home Companion-—not an article
on “debauchery and hedonism” as
one might expect but on little
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Christmas gifts for men.

No, the Ladles Ald is all for him.
He needs not their censure but
their care!

Along with lesser, page-two
tanglings since the days of Capiain
Blood, Fiynn has made some major
headlines, gored with blocod and
drenched with tears, not even the
worst of which has harmed him.

He was sued, for instance, by
columnist Jimmy Fiddler who
claimed that Flynn had socked him
in the face. Flynn replied that he
did not sock Fiddler. He slapped
him in the face because it was more
of an Insult with the open palm.

Furthermore, Mrs. Fiddler stab-
bed him (Flynn! in the ear with
her fork. The thing was settled out
of court.

Then he was picked up by the
Hollywood police in the matter of
an asstult on Barbara Hutton's
butler—as 1f Miss Hutton couldn't
get into the headlines without the
aid of Flynn.

A Mr. Fleming, who was Flynn's
stand-in at the time, insulted the
butier in Swedish. Bottles were
thrown and the result was blood!

Agzain, in New York, Flynn took
it ill-advisedly into his head to
kick a pollceman in the shin, This
cost him fifty dollars and an apol-
ogy. Whether this helped the police-
man has never been recorded.

Then recently Flynn, himself,
sued one Duncan McMartin of Can-
ada for the round sum of $223.200
for slapping him (Flynn) in a West
Indies Bar.

McMartin said it just was a
friendly gesture but Flynn sald it
brought back an old injury. And
maybe {t did. It certainly didn't
hurt his boxoffice.

ERHAPS his’ biggest and best

suit was the great case azainst
him for statutory rape which, had
it stuck, would have given him jalil
for Aifty years. For weeks In 1942,
it replaced the war news In the
headlines.

It seems that Flvnn zot entangled
with two lovely young things at
two different times in the space of
a year. One was a Miss Betty Han-
sen, aged 17, the other a Peggy
Satterlee of even more tender years.

The glrls were irked with Flynn
and thelr parents were Irked with
him. The State of California, hav-
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A Fiynn give rhumbe
—_ lesson tomodel
Pat Byrnes.

One of Flynn's
many real-life
courtroom scenes
occurs in NewYork after the star was arre-
sted on charges thathe kicked copin shins.

ing been duly appllied to, decided
to try him for both charges at one
and the same time. The public, to
say the least never had It better.

From start to finish, Flynn said
the whole thing was downright
ridiculous; that even if he did know
the girls, he didn't know they were
not eighteen And indeed there was
a go0d point in his favor.

Miss Satterlee danced at NT.G.'s
Florentine Gardens, clad mostly in
a plunge neckline, and Miss Han-
s*nn had come to the coast with
movie ambitions. When dressed for
hge kill, they could, both of them,

\wve been an  attractive palr of

(Continued on page 54 -
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youngish grandmothers, what with
their warpaint and mascara.

Naturally the courtroom was
jammed throughout the trial,
Everyone went expecting to see two
slinky glamour giris, But nothing
doing. (And this packed the court-
room even tighter),

Miss Satterlee appeared without
even powder, clad in a little girl's
billowy dress and flat wedgles, and
shie had her hair artfully rigged
in two long braids down her back
caught with fetching bows.

She could have bcen ten. And
Miss Hansen, ntiso eschewling cos-

metics, wore flat heeled shocs and
a nlain drah smock.

Miss Hansen took the stand first.
She had gone to dinner with Flynn
at the home of his friend, one Mc-
Kvoy. She had been glven an “‘evil
gréen drink” which had made her
qQuite sick, and Flynn, then, had
taken her upstairs for what he
sald was a “nap.” The {act that
he had helped to undress her had
not seemed strange to hey.

Geisler, Flynn's attorney, then
said to her, “But when you found
you were not golng to sleep, didn't
you try to push bhim away?”

Miss Hansen replied in the nega-
tive. She had not pushed him, nor
had she kicked him, nor had she
scratched him.

Miss Satteriee’s testimony was of
much the same sort. Flynn had

taken advantage of her on his vawl.
anosther “Sirozed.’ But Miss Sat-

terlee, like Miss Hansen, had not
seen fit {0 resist,

8he had not even screamed oot
glthough there were people near gl
hand. She had not thought #
worthwhiie, she sald ~for the re-.
frigerater was running.”

Neadless {0 say., Flynn was ag-
quitted on both charges,

“It happened.,” sald Newsmetk,
“in she best Hollywcod tradition.
The defendant leaped joyfully to
nis feet, Spectators cheered. Flam-
bulbs popped . . .7 He was innocent

Newshoys macde & nice fortune on
streetcorners  screaming CWoll
Freed!” The boxoflices also piled 1t
in, the Wolt doing better than ever.

To prove the nature of the oc-
casion and W show what Errol
Fiynn's publle ts really like, Mrs,
Hansen, Betty's mother, issued a
statement to the press from her
nome in Lincoln Nebraska:
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Besides swashbuckling movie roles

and sailing his yacht, Flynn has «
third career — trouble — one that

promises to bring new headlines

RROL FLYNN'S career began on

the day of his bicth, June 20,
1909—some say near Belfast, Ire.
iand: others, Tasmania. But wher-
ever it was, his father held down
a highly respected post as Professor
o! Blolozy.—a subject which his son
has studied since if In a different
WY,

Father PFlynn passed on tw his
heir certain qualities which were
undoubtedly handed on to him in
turny in the genes of nis tlustrious
ancestor, Mr. Fletcher Christian,
rinzleader mutineer o©f Lthe in-
famous “Bounty.”

Young Errol's schooling {fore-
shadowed the life to come. He went
Lo school for a bit in France, then
tor & bit tn London. Then he went

to Ircland for a while and then
Australla.

At the tender age of 13, Errol
knew that formal edugation was not
meant for him s0 he ran away three
times. And then he ass fired from
another school for smoking and
drinking. But at last he se 'med
content in the hands of x tutor who
was supposedly grooming him for
Cambridge.

The lad’s Interezxt, however, was
not in boodks, On the side he was
being greomed for the Irish Olym-
ple Boxing Team . . . which he
made easily. And when the time
was ripe, he was off Lo Amsterdam
W win the light heavyweight cham-
pionship—which in the long run
has probably stcod him in better
stead than would have any college
degree.

Fiynn's career for the next few
vears was wilder and wooller and
had considerably less get plot than
the worst dime novel. He worked
for a wool concern for a while and
was fired. He worked as a "“bottle-
smeller”—whatever theat 1is—and
was fired from thast.

Finally, somehow, he managed to
find some¢ money and bought a 20-
ton yawl and salled away for New
Guinea. Then followed peari diving
and copra trading; the New Guinea
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Flynn’'s aching back caused him to- seek. sunshine
and sunny company of Mrs. Barry Mahon in Italy.

and copra trading; the New Guinea
Government Service Patrol and the
Hong Kong Volunteers, a search
for headhunters and his first brush
with the cinemas.

How long he was in any one of
these ventures is 8 matter for some
question. The facts are hazy to say
the least. But it's safe to assume
that it some time he was truly
exposed % ail of them.

For being something of an actor,
author, lover, adventurer combined,

he may just possibly enlaryge on
things. It's an ovcupational disease.

UFFICE it to say that in this

gingle stretch, Flynn was on
the island of New Guinea for at
least two years. When all clse paled,
he went in for something that was
perilqusly close to “black-blrding”
and got paild very well for his ser-
vices. And he might have continued
at them had not Flynn been Flynn.

He happened one day to see the
beautiful young English wife of a
jungle planter, and certain signs
and portents told him that he'd
better get back to Sydney, Aus-
tralia and civilization and get there
fast. So he =ajled away “to fling
himself,” a8 he has sald, “into
debauchery and hedonism with
wild abandon.”

Say what you like of Flynn, whal-
ever he does he does thoroughly.
There i3 no precise record of what
forms his debauchery toox but so
far and so0 wide did he fling him-
self that at the end of two months
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binge would have lost not only
thelr health and thelr money but
also thelr friends.

Not RErrol! He recovered his
health Immediately. Miraculously,
he found means to buy a new and
ldrger yawl, the “Birocco.”

With new {riends he salled away
up the Barrier Reef for New Guinea
again and another lap on his wild
twisting road to fame and Holly-
wood.

Now things rolled quickly. The
new *“Sirocco” was wrecked after
8 while on the south New Guinea
coast. (Fiynn has written the ac-
count in his book “Beam Ends”).

TE, sll this while, had been

standing ready. A movie was o
be fiimed in Tahitl called the
“"Wake of the Bounty” . . . not
Nordhoff and Hall's "Bounty” bul a
Grade Z flicker.

Somechow or other the producer
had heard of the young man who
was not only already a legend In
the South Pacific but a descendant
of{ Fietcher Christian t0 boot.

So the role of Christlan was of-
fered 0 Flynn and was promptly
accepted. For the large sum of five
dollars 8 week snd board, the star
was born.

For nhis part in the picture Flynn
wore a blond wig, he gavs. But hig
performance was hideous, He play-
o Christian, he c¢ilslms, Illke a
Chnriot”

It must have been a hard-work-
ing harlot, however, for next thing
we know, Errol is doing minor roles
In a London Repertory Company;
then comes a plcture more to his
liking, “Murder at Monte Carlo.”

Finally the Messers Warner of
Hollywood gave him a call; and he
was set for his biggest scene . . .
one that has continued without in-
terruption for nineteen years . . .
hitting such dramatic peaks as
when that afternoon in Rio some
few years 820 Flynn was mobbed
by seven thousand women who
were after his buttons!

I recommend heartlly his one
and only novel, “Showdowan,” pub-
lished in Februsary, 1948 in his EBd-
dington era. 1t's the absolute proof
of the pudding. It shows conclu-
sively that Flynn i3 always Flynn,
whether author or actor or man
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in the street.

Kingdoms may fall and Distators
come and go but sooner or later,
Flynn will be back in the head-
lines. You se¢, not only does he
know the formula. He 18 the form-
ula. But! like all formulas, Flynn
has a big flaw. de¢’s human, and he

has been trylng all his lite to llve
it down.

Speaking of his novel, Tlme satd,
“The novel, laid in the South Seas.
{eatures lusts, busts, troplc moons
and cheesecake.”! (No one book,
when you come right down to it
can offer more!)

It is the story of Cleo, &8 movie

quecen, the cternal Hollywood fe-
male, and Captaln Shamus O’-
Thames who, of all things, has &
schooner which he plies in the
warm Neéw Guinea waters.

It's a tale of burgeoning bosoms
and Intimate garments mingied
with hurricanes, sharks, pygmies,
headhunters and, for good measure,
espionage. It i3 in short a composite
picture of Mr. Flynn. And for his
fans it should stand at the head
of their "must”’ reading.

No, his public needn't worry.
Tacre will be news of him shortly,
they can rest assured of that. You

can't keep a man like Fivnn out of
the headlines all the time.

THE END
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