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If you didn’t see him in The Or-
phans’® Benefit, you missed the per-
formance of the generation. Like
Bergner’s show, it ran for Donald
the whole gamut of his emotions.
Voted the toughest duck of the

season, Long Island included, and
now crashing Eurdope, 2 breath-
less American public awaits his
acclaim, Will his fare be raspber-
ries or chuckleberries? Donald says
whatever the deasion, he’tl fight.

Donald Duck s practicalty an cgg. He was
botn into a Silly Symphony tn 2 quiet mo-
ment in November. Call himm what you
please, ballard, mallatd, or lucky ducky, he
has no mama or papa. He got his statt in
life and histeionics in Silly Symphony Num-
ber Thirteen, a bad aumber to begin with,
where he played the Proprietoe of the Idle
Hout. There he distinguished himself as a
hypochondriac by getting colic when the
Wise Little Hen asked him to help her plant
her corn. Later, when he wanted to cat some
of the corn muthns and cora bread, the Wise
Little Hen said, ""You were too sick to work,
0 you must be too sick to eat.” That is
when he began to understand about Jife.

He was just a duck in a plot in this show,
but he did his part so ably that he was ad-
vanced to the Disney graduate circunt—a
Mickey Mouse production. Ooly tried and
true pecformers such as Mickey Mouse, Min-
nie Mouse, Horace Horsecollar, Clarabelle
Cow, Pluto the Pup, and occasionally The
Goof, Fii and Peg-lcg Pcte get a look-in
on these. it was a great honor for Donald
at the tender age of one and one-half
months to be catled by Mickey. He then ap-
peared én quick succession as a nuisance, a
policeman, a garage mechanic and 1 peanut
vender. He played opposite Mickey, Fif,
Peg-leg Pete, The Goof, and behind (lara
Cluck., Mare about this later.

Ftom his fAirst appearance under the new
conttact, he was slated for stardom. In
November, at the opening of The Osrpbhans
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Benefir. he brought dowan the house, along
with bricks, potted palms and other avail-
able impedimenta. Critics say he was STU —
pendous. He was hailed as the bad penny de
luxe. He was called the greatest pest since
Flo McGee and chain letters. It was said
that no one had been as beguilingly cross.
eyed since Ben Turpin. No ene had been
flattened out with such finality since the
steam rollec ran over tittle Fido. His per-
sistence was comparable to Jean Valjean's
nemesis in Les Muerables,

Could he take it? That duck Donald made
Firpo look like a conquetor. Hooked from the
stage, pelted, driven out by the malicious
taunting of the orphans, he came up for more
and then again more. The story was briefly
this: Mickey gave a vaudceville show for an
opera house full of orphihs. Donald played
the part of a duck reciting Mary Had a Lit-
ile Lamb. As an encare, which no one waat.-
ed, he recited Litrle Boy Blue. Every time
he said, "Little Boy Blue—come blow—"' the
orphans blew their noses. This made Donald
mzd—very mad. Conscientiousty he tried over
and over again to say his picce. The Jast scene
found him—still mad—buried beneath a crate

of eggs. @\

Thete s some discussion as to whether
or not Claea Cluck made Donald Duck. We
tefer to his cateer as an actor. There 15 no
sex life 1o the Disncy comedies. The potnt
is whether she, with her superb performance
in The Orphans’ Benefit, wasn't the prima
donna super facto for Donald, and the
martye that turned fame his way.

Perhaps you will remember. Clara Cluck
sang the Sextette from Lucia~—by herself—
magnificently. With the audience roaring ap-
plause she strode off the stage. Behind her,
rcady for the fourteenth time to recite his
piece—jaw sct and determined—was Don.
zld. If he had spent two weeks in 2 feed bin
thinking up ways to exaspesate, he couldn't
have done better. Here was 2 fine song by
a2 fine singer made ridiculous by a lLittle snip
of 2 duck teciter, This was when the en-
raged arphans gave hsm the wotks,

From November until now, Donzld has
graced scveral successes. He appeared in
Kalamazoo and in Houston and in Minne-
apolis atl in the same evening. After The
Osphans’ Benefit, he petformed in The Doy
Napper. The Service Station, and The Band
Concert.

in The Dog Napper, Donald and Mickey

saved Fifi from a fearful fate in the OI4
Saw Mill. It was a kidnapping plot with
Peg-leg Pete playing the villainous kid-
napper. In The Service Station, he really
played the monkey wrench rather than a
graduate mechanic. He was litecally thrown
into ¢verything. There was a lot of tcouble
with Peg-leg's Rolls-Royce, and in the end,
after the squeak was located—it was only 2
cricket—the car fell to pieces. There was a
nice moment whea Donald was caught in
the rumble seat, and another when Peg got
blown up and Donald and The Goof smiled
at onc another.

Donald’s second greatest success was in
The Band Concert, the first Mickey Mouse in
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color. Here he played the famous rale of
peanut vender, The first act found him wheel-
ing a little cart with cones' and popcorn
around the band concert grounds. Duning a
soft moment in the William Tell Overture,
led by bandmaster Mickey, Donald cailed,
“"Peanuts, peanuts.” Then he got out hus
piccolo, jumped to the stage and played
Tuikey 0 the Straw. Later he got his neck
wrung by three trees—he was so mean even
nature protested-—and in the final scene one
of the orchestra crashed a tubz over his
head. The curtain goes down with Donald

emerging from the mouthpiece still playing
his flute.

It s hard to separate Donald {rom his
professional successes. It has been said that
Arliss 1s Atliss whether he plays Richelicu
ot Rothschild. Donald is Donald and sulf
ducky whether he is an inn keeper or a
mechanic. One of his greatest charms s that

he has no light sense of humor. He goes
grimly about—pgetting into ttouble and mak-

Ing more—an iconoclastic little fellow, bear-
ing life’s burdens and being one.

Littie 1s known of the private life of
Donald the Duck. His publicity agents have

seen fit to keep him 2 kind of Garbo. He s
scldom seen anywhere outside of his pic-
tures and the colored steips, and he aever
gives interviews. He graciously appeated on
the Christmas Disney broadcast and was a
wow. He has been done as a doll in felt and
i soap. He's 2 fine example of a “Darling.
don’t-be-like-that™ Ducky. He's considered a
waterproof chacacter and good for um-
brefllas and such. His fan mail i1s enormous,
but practically all the letters state that he
has no sex appeal. That lets him out as the
possibie great lover of the screen. His fav-
orite line is “Wanna Fight?”. His appetite
1s enormous—he likes apple sauce, but his
favorite food is Post Toasties— Plug!

April Fool is his best day and he hates
Caster. 1t reminds him too poignantly of his

carly youth.

The only opinion we have been able to
glcan from his fellow players is from Claca
Cluck. She says that he never combs his
tail feathers. It's just awful.

Bcts are that, passipnate as his public may
be, Donald can never supplant Mickey be
cause he hasn't as many admirable qualitics.
[n fact, he has practically none. He's 2 biy
bad wolf in miniatuce—a menace. Opidion
is that if he ceases being ornety he'll be
through—Ilike a1 Jot of feminine stars. He's
a good stooge for Mickey, and he is to have
a2 stunning parl in The Fire Brigade. It's 2
hecoic part. He saves the big stutfed
dressmaker’s-form. It's a little ceminiscent of
his late part in The Dog Napper. There are
those that would Iike Donald to play the
role of the trees in The Pervified Forest.
Others think he shouid play Hamlet and
just stop there while he is ste!l young and
glamorous.

There's plenty of argument as to whether
he 1s rezlly mein or only acts ti:at way, One
of his critecs says that he is not. but that

OldMagazineArticles.com



4
Doszc/ z‘ée Dm,;(

his outlook is limited. Another claims that
he s just a lovable Peck’s Bad Boy. Some-
one else asserts thar he has the greatest of
all victues~—courage in the face of adver-
sity. Remember, he s a dcptcs.sion duck. It
is sard that he appeals mughtily to the
maternal instinct, and that every woman n
the audience thinks she can do something
about Donald.

Well, 1 2geee with the Feeach chefs that
he's plenty tough. Also, that when he ducks
his head and says “"Wah, wah, wah, wah,”
he hits a2 oew high in mcan repartee. Talking
back 18 just ducksoup for Donald, ! wouldn't
change him—not one little cross-eyed quack

I'm stuck
On Doaald Duck.

' _Z)ono/_cj
7—) T¥e K &

OldMagazineArticles.com



