Tue BaArTLE OF GETTYSBURG

FirstT DAYy HicHLIGHTS

GENERAL LeE’s REPORT.

For the day, the Confederate commander reported:

“The leading division of IIill met the enemy tn advance of Getlysburg on
the morning of July 1. Driving back these troops to within a short distance of
the town, he there encountered a larger force, with which two of his divisions
became engaged. Ewell coming up with two of his divisions by the Heidlersburg
road, joined in the engagement. The enemy was driven through Gellysburg
with heavy loss, including about 5,000 prisoners and several picces of artillery.
He retired to a high range of hills south and east of the town. The altack was
nol pressed that afternoon, the enemy’s force being unknown, and it being
considered advisable to await the arrival of the rest of our troops. Orders were
sent back to hasten their march, and, in the meantime, every effort was made
lo ascertain the numbers and position of the enemy, and find the most favorable
poind of attack, It had not been intended to fight a general battle at such a dis-
tance from our base, unless aitacked by the enemy, but, finding ourselves
unexpectedly confronted by the Federal Army, it became a matter of difficully
to withdraw through the mountains with our large trains. . . . Encouraged by
the successful issue of the engagement of the first day, and in view of the valu-
able results that would ensue from the defeat of the army of General Meade,

was thought advisable to rencw the allack.”
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