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The Row Material—The stew in the
American melting pot 15 by no means so
diverse as critics of the smell wotld
have us belteve, Now and then a strange
herb gets in, but not often. In the mam
the ingredients go unchanged from year
to year, even from century to century.

The standard vegetable is and al-
ways has been a peasant in flight from
his own inferiority, He leaped in, at
the start, because the baron at home
refused to credit and regard his theo-
logical inspirations; he came later be-
cause the baron stood against his po-
fitical and economic inmovarions;.he
comes today for either reason, or both.
Always he brings and.has brought his
high mndignation against existing supe-
riorifies, accepted excellences. Always
he has been filled with the passion to
find elbow-room for his own lonesome
superiority : -his relative ireedom from
sin, his capacity for renouncing and
doing without, = his, residuai moral
grandeur,

Whether he has been a Dutchman
fleeing the Spanish hoof, or an Irsh-
man Seeing the English, or 2 jew flee-

*

ing the Russtas, or an Armenian flee-

ing the Turkish; or a German fieemng
the German—whether he” has been a
Scandinavian crazed by theological
speculation under the cold arctic moon,
or a2 Bohemian made frantic by the
lingering wars of Hussiie days, or a
Russian moughtk run amok by Tol-
stolan balderdash, or 2 Scot poisoned
and pals:ied by Calvinism, or-an itaian
revolting - suddenly against a steady
diet of bad spaghetii and Mother
Church—always he has brought in his
conviction that Bis own heart is pure,
that his own politics and theology are
better than those of the barbn, that the
miileamium  would - dawn  with blind-
ing flashes i the whole world would
only become as virtuous as he 1s.

This is the Punifan idea; this 1S
Puritanism. 1t will not die out in
These States untii the stream of fugi-
tive mmocents runs dry, until the delu-
sion of moral perfection is lost and
forgotten, until the slow process of evo-
lution brings out of the muck an aristoc-
racy purged of all contamination from
below, and with new and genuine stipe-
riorities to oppose 10 those of plow-
hands and garment-workers, and with
the resolution to safeguard and enforce
them and the strategy necessary to the
business. In brief, it will not die out
for a thundering long while, alas,
alas!
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