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A SCULPTOR IN WAR’S VORTEX

upon the world by the great war now includes in its

toll a young sculptor-—Henri Gaudier-Brzeska. He was
killed on June 5, shot through the head in the trenches at Neuville-
St. Vaast. One of his names seems to indicate a strain of
Eastern race, but he was born in France and gave his life for
‘the French cause, tho

THE PROGRESSIVE IMPOVERISHMENT imposed

room for doubt. Those who knew the man were confident:
there was no need to know his work. Those who knew his
work had no need to know the man. But those who had both
privileges mourn, even more than the loss to English art, a
friend whose only fault was the extremity of his pa,ssmn for
sincerity.”

In & brief essay written for the first number of Blast discern-
ing readers may perhaps

his active years as an
artist were passed
wholly in England. A
‘writer in The West-
minster Gazette, *J. M.
M.,” refers to his loss
as a heavy one for En-
glish art, for in his short
life he had been ‘‘rich in
achieveraent,” belong-
ing ‘““to a race apart
from the sculptors of
his generation.” ‘‘His
imagination was ardu-
ous,” deeclares - this
writer. “No single
piece that came from
his chisel was trivial,
and perhaps the only
eriticism which could
be honestly made
against his work was
that in his devotion to
his art he had surren-
dered himself unduly to
the fascinations of ab-
stract thought and de-
sign.”’ His - name
appeared among the
{projectors of a mnew
magazine named Blast

tendency to abstraction.

“8TAGS.”
From a group by Henri Gaudier-Brzeska.
This may comfort some who look in vain for the stags.

gain some idea of what
Vorticism means and
be able to disentangle
Gaudier-Brzeska's re-
lation thereto. We re-
produce his own style:

Seulptural enero'y iS
the mountain.

Sculptural feehng is
the appreciation of
masses in relation. =

Sculptural ability is
the defining of .these
masses by planes. .

The PALEOLITHIC
VORTEX resulted in
the decoration of the
Dordogne caverns..

Early stone-age man
disputed the earth with
animals.

His livelihood de-
pended on the hazards
of the hunt—his great-
est victory the domes-
tication of a few species.

Out of the minds
primordially  preoeccu-
pied with animsdls
Fonts-de-Guame gained
its ‘procession of horses
carved in the rock. The
driving power was life
in the absolute — the
plastic expression - the
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‘The sculptor is criticized for his excessive

(London), whose first

number was issued almost simultaneously with the first booms
of the war-guns. Their greater noise seemed to silence this one,
for a year has passed before the second number, now on the
news-stands, has appeared. Blast is the organ of the artistie
cult calling itself ‘'Vorticism'; but Vorticism, so far as
Gaudier-Brzeska was concerned, declares the writer, ‘‘was only
a-passing phase in his development, and among the Vorticists
he was always a Triton among minnows.” We read further
of him: :

“Ewvery inech in his own development, and every hour of his
opportunities to develop freely, he had won for himself against
odds. Two years before his death he was still working all day
for a meager wage as a clerk in a shipping-office; and when the
present writer knew him he was in the habif of rising ‘before five
‘in the morning and spending the hours before office-time in
sketching the birds in St. James’s Park. He worked on after
office-hours until late in the night, modeling. His endurance,
as it -must needs have been, was marvelous, for these laborious
days were only the comparatively easy culmination of a hard life
that began when he ran away as a boy from his peasant home
in middle France to be an artist at all costs. It may be said
without exaggeration that he had already paid them all, tho
he was still in his early twenties.
but of the quality of that teaching and cf its results there is no

He was entirely self-taught;

fruitful sphere.

The sphere is thrown
through space; it is the soul and object of the vortex.

. The intensity of existence had. revealed to man.a truth of
form—his manhood was strained to the highest potential—
his energy brutal — HIS OPULENT MATURITY WAS
‘CONVEX..

The acute ﬁght subsided at the birth of the thres primary
civilizations. It always retained more intensity East.

The HAMITE VORTEX of Egypt, the land of plenty.

Man suceeeded in his far-reaching speculations—honor to the
divinity!

Religion pushed him to the use of the VERTICAL whieh in-~
spires awe. His gods were self-made, he built them in his

‘image, and RETAINED AS MUCH OF THE SPHERE

AS COULD ROUND THE SHARPNESS OF THE
"PARALLELOGRAM.

- He preferred the pyramid to the mastaba. _

The fair Greek felt this influence across the middle sea.

The fair Greek saw himself only. e petrified his own
semblance.

HIS SCULPTURE WAS DERIVATIVE, his feelmg for
form secondary. The absence of direct energy la.st.ed for a
thousand years. -

The Indians felt the Ha.rmtlc influence through Greek Spec-
‘tacles, Their extreme t.emperamenh inclined toward ascéticism, .
admiration of non-desire as a balance against abuse produced a
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kind of sculpture without new form-perceplion—and which is
the result of the peeuliar

VORTEX OF BLACKNESS AND SILENCE.

PLASTIC SOUL IS8 INTFN%ITY oF LIFE BURSTING
THE PLANE.

The Germanic barbarians were verily whirled by the myste-
rious need of acquiring new arable lauds. They moved regtiesdly,
like strong oxen stampeding..

The SEMITIC VORTEX was the lust of war, 'The men of
Elam, of Assur, of Bebel, and the Kheta, the men of Armenia aad
those of Canaan had to slay one another cruelly for the possession
of fertile valleys. Their gods sent them the vertical direction,
the earth, the SPHERE.

They elevated the sphere in a splendid S[]_lla;tl“.,"‘a and created
the HORIZONTAL.

¥From Sargon to Amir-nasic-pal men hatilt nan-headed buils in
horizontal flight-walk. Men flaved their caplives alive and
erected bowling lions: THE BLONGATED HORIZONTAL
SPHERE BUTTRESSED ON FOUR COLUMNS, and their
kingdoms disappeared.

Christ Aourished and perished in Yudal.

Christianity gained Africa, and from ihe scaports of the
Mediterranean il won the Roman Empire.

The stampeding Franks came into violent contact wilh it ax
well as with the Greco-Roman tradilion. '

They were swamped by the remote refloctions of the two
vortices of the West.

Gothic seulpture was but a faint echo of the HAMITO-
SBEMITIC energies through Roman traditions, and it lasted half
s thousand years, and it wilfully divagated again into the Greek
derivation from the land of Amen-Ra.

VORTEX OF A VORTEX!

VORTEX IS THE POINT ONE AND IND[V[SlBLb‘

VORTEX 18 ENERGY! and it gave forth SOLID EX-
CREMENTS in the quatiro e cinque cenfo, LIQUID until the
seventeenth century, (GASKES whistls til now. THIS is the
history of form-value in the West until the FALL OF IM-
PRESSIONISM.,

The black-haired men who wandered through the pass of
Khotan inlo the valley of the YELLOW RIVER lived peace-
fully ¢lling their lands, and they grew prosperous.

Their paleoclithic feeling waé intensified. As gods they had

-supplied them with a stuuulant

themselves in the persons of their human ancestors——and of the
spirits of the horse and of the land and the grain.

THE SPHERE SWAYED.

THE VORTEX WAS ABSOLUTE.

The Shang and Chow dvna,sties produeed the eonvex bronze
vases.

The features of Tuo-t’ie weve inscribed inside the square with
the rounded corners—itheo centupie spherical frog presided over
the inverted truncaied vone that is the bronse war-drum.

THE VORTEX WAS INTENSE MATURITY. Matunty
is feeundity—they grew numerous and it lasted for six thousand
vears.

The foree relapsed and thev acenmulated wealh, forsook
their work, and after losing their form-understanding through
the Han and T ang dynasties, they foundecd the Ming and found
artistic ruin and sterility.

THE SPHERE LOST SIGNIFICANCE AND THEY AD-
MIRED THEMSELVES.

During their greal period offshoots from their race had
landed on rnother continent. Afier many wanderings soms iribes
gettied on the highlands of Yucatan and Mexivo.

When the Ming wero losing their conception. these nco-
Mongols kad a flourishing State. Throigh the strain of warfare
they submitted the Chinese sphere to horizontgl treatment much
as-the Semites had done. Their eruel nature and temperament
THE VORTEX OF DL-
STRUCTION.

Rarirlas theso birhly developed ppoples there lived on the world
frightened: -This is the, VORTEX OF FEAR, its mass is the
POINTED CONE, its masterpieces the fetishes.

And WE the moderns: Epstein, Braneusi, Archipenko, Duni-
kowski, Modigliani, and myself, through the incessant struggle
ini the complex city, have likewise to spend much energy.

The knowledge of our civilization embraces the world; we have
mastered the elements.

We have been influenced by what we liked most, each ac-
cording to his own individuality; we have erystallized the sphere
into the cube, we have made a combination of all.the possible
shaped masses-—conventrating them Lo express our abstract
thoughts of eonscious superiority.

Will and consciousness are our

VORTEX.
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