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IS Hollywood

RED?

Because of his known liberalism,
ProtopLaY as eminent au-
thor of “Double Indemnity,” _:'Tﬁe
Postman Always ng s Twice” and
“Mildred Pierce” to discuss for our
readers the question, “Is Hollywood
Red?” In all fairness to Mr. Cain
we are publishing his thoughts on
the subject just as he put them down
on paper.

Het

AN EDITORIAL BY JAMES M. CAIN

'ﬁ_{r. Leo Birinski, in recent years a picture writer, l:e'_flbre ‘
*°* that a playwright, once did a play called “Narrentanz,”
which had quite a vogue in Middle Europe, and which fur-

nishes a viewpoint, it seems to me, on this question of Commu-

" nism and Counter-Communism currently so hot in the picture

business. It was based on a curious and little-knowi aspect of
the Russian Revolution of 1905, in which certain spots were
designated by the Revolutionists as neutral ground, where for
various reasons, such as the safety of their archives. they per-
mitted no disturbances, and life was quiet. In the play, the
Governor of one such place was shown as quite unhappy,
because though other governors were getting large sums from
St. Petersburg to suppress the revolution he was getting none,
a situation thus arising which was distressing to the guberna-
torial, to say niothing of the Slavic mind. So, to stir up a little
revolution he arranged an attentat on his life, a shot outside
the window neatly pulled off by his secretary; but the chief
revolutionary, thinking fast, made the thing personal, rather
than political, by saying he fired the shot because he was in
love with the Governor's wife. From there on in, as you might
suppose, it was a delightful piece of nonsense.

But it embodied a principle which [ believe both sides in this
dispute might reflect on with the utmost concern. It is this:
There can be areas where even the most fanatical Red can
properly keep hands off. and where even the most well-intended
counter-Red activities can easily verge on the absurd. That
pictures should become such an area must be evident to all
who have their well-being at heart. For, despite the megalo-

mania of Hollywood, which tends to assume that because it

speaks to the world it also speaks for the world. the conflict
{Continued on page 104)
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dustry, at least within certain 50
the conflict could suspend. The trouble is,
though there might be desire for such
agreement, there is at present no means
?ﬁr which f::tltﬁe& m;g: could make sure of

e good fai the other in carrying it
such are the reputations that
conspiratorial activity has got for itself on

Is Hollywood Red?

~the second of two vages

the one hand, and narrow chauvinism an
the other, that if the word of a Red is
worth considerably less than a plugged
dime, the word of an anti-Red as a
polemic curiosity is worth considerably and
unfortunately more. For some the
charges made by the Moving Picture
Alliance for the Preservation of American
Ideals, through its house organ Vigil, iis
close ally the Hollywood Reporter, and its
friendly backers among the Los Angeles
press, have to be seen to be believed, and
have only to be read to be discredited.
That the Rads dream silly dreams I don't
for @ moment deny. But that they have
a monopoly on the di ice now being
done the picture business is indeed far
from the truth. Among the MPA are some
fine men and women, with solid records
of civic activity going back many years.
But that any large number of them are
noble Horatiuses, backed i the
bridge, facing fearful odds for the ashes
of their fathers and the temples of their
gods, is most unlikely. Actually, they
suffer from the same diseases as afflicts
the rank and file of Reds. They are
Johnny-come-latelys to the field, political
amateurs, with all the zeal of the recent
convert, and all of his ignorance, too, of
the possible consequences of his zeal. And
their “educational” campaign, designed to
awaken all and sundry to the menace
that besets our hallowed sound stages
happens also to be an adwvertising cam-
paign, and of the very worst kind. It does
awaken all and sundry, that is the trouble
with it. And it convinces them that Holly-
vpvl:od is about ﬁ“’ﬂ;em as sEist;rosil

ce as it really is. y are in the -
tion of the man who gets up in church
and asks all the brethren and sistern
present to pray for his beloved wife, who
now feels temptation a-threatening her. It
may make for salvation but it'll hardly
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NOTICE TO MITCHUM FANSI!

Bob shows his colors

in the September Photoplay
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each other, thr the contacts ‘orded
by the guilds and the unions, and try to
arrive at an on a very

unions, each side realizes now, is some-
tbi;ﬁthatcannotbehmdedtoeitherm
a silver platter. To get it you have to
work at it, and if you don't get it you
¢an't blame an _ a superior or-
ganization for Your defeat.

But the film, subversion of pictures io
an ulterior plan, lurks as a danger over
and beyvond anything that can be achieved
through control of this or that executive
committee, However, by now I i
there is sufficient realization on all sides,
except a5 I have noted among the ro-
mantics, that the film must be kept
sacrosanct, to provide the basis for an
understanding. Of course, it will be a
bitter pill to many that one more Gable
i a star-eyed look
ust be out, but
swallowed. And
my riper
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stopped. For there is always
Franklinian warning to sober us:
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