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REBEL EXULTATION.

THE rebels’ feeling of their pinched and perilous
condition is curiously revealed by the fierce and
frantic exultation of their papers upon the supposed
‘““ magnificent victory” of Lee at Gettysburg. The
wild scream of delight with whick they hailed the
news was like that of a flock of unclean and starv-
ing birds over a lion’s carcass. It was the vio-
lent outcry of reaction. The fury with which they
gloat over the probable desolation of the Free
States is the indirect testimony of the disaster and
despair which they knew must be at hand if they
did not win the battle in Pennsylvania.

Inspired Ly the glittering delusion of a victory,
they shout that Pennsylvania is now to be laid
under contribution. Philadelphia is to pay millions
for its ransom. Washington, ¢ that foul den of
thieves, is expecting the righteous vengeance of
Heaven for the hideous crimes that have been done
within its walls.” Which remarks, considering
that Washington has been the head-quarters of
the slave-drivers, who are now rebels, for the last
thirty years, are a clear case of fouling one’s own
nest. ‘‘Lincoln and his rascal ministers are turn-
ing pale.” “Cincinnati would, we are assured,
burn well....peopled by as God-abandoned sons
of Yankees as ever killed a hog.” ¢ QOhio has
towns to ransom and fertile plains to sweep of
flocks and herds.”

In the midst of all these frantic flourishes ar-
rived the address of Lee to his troops, announcing
that they had failed; also the news of the retreat
of Bragg; also the fall of Vicksburg; also the
Union victory in Arkansas. The whole horizon
flamed with disaster. By the ghastly light the
rebels have already read the words of the exult-
ant Richmond /nguirer in a new and appalling
sense: ‘‘ Peace will come to us only in one way—
by the edge of the sword.”
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