The New Pork Times.

March 4, 1913

FEWER LYNCHNGS

Actually and Reiatlvely to Popu-
lation, Mr. Hoffman Says.

To the Editor of The New York Times:

Recent lynchings in the South have
once more attracted public attention to a
most deplorable phase of Southern life.
There is probably no Southern problem
more generally misunderstood in the
North and more unduly exaggerated than
the occas!onal outbreaks of mob violence,
chlefly- agalnst suspected or confessed
criminals of the lowest:  possible type.
No defense can be made of lynchings in
a clvilized community, nor can this
wrongful .procedure be ecxplained on ra-
tional grounds. It is, therefore, of con-

slderable importance that the facts of
lynchings should not be misunderstood, if
but fn simple justice to the overwhelming
majority of Southern people who neither
encourage .nor condone mob violence in
any form. TUnfortunately, there are no
Federal judicial statistles upon which a
thoroughly trustworth)y conclusion could
be based, but the statistics of lynchings
annually collected by The Chicago Tri-
bune .are generally accepted as approx-
imately correct, and, since they are coms-
piled by a Northern newspaper. theyv prob-
ably err rather on the side of an over-
statement of the facts than to the con-
trary. Mere numbers are, however, of
relatively small significance, considering
the large negro population, which, ap-
proximately, amounts to about ten mill-
ions. The most important fact is not
so much the actual number of lynchings
as the relative tendency of Ivnchings to
increase or decrease, in proportion to
population.

LYNCHING STATISTICS OF THE
UNITED STATES.

18S85-1912,
RRate per
i Number of 1,000,000
Yezor. Liynchings. Popula.twn
1880 184 3 ‘7"'
18S6 158 ﬁ
1S8T 122 :!. 06
1888 132 2.9D
1889 176 2.8
1840 127 2.02
1491 102 2.99
1892 - bt < 208
1593 200 2.9
1804 190 279
1860 171 2.4G
1800 101 1.85
1897 1606 2.00
1898 127 1.73
1899 107 1.43
1900 110 1.51
1901 AT 1.74
1902 HIH 1.21
1000 104 1.29
1904 ST 1.06
1905 (H§ 0.79
190G G9 0.S1.
1907 Go 0.72
1908 100 1.13
1909 8T 0.96
1910 4 0.80
1911 et 0.76
1912 Gt 0.607
1885-18S9 162 2.08
1890-1804 044 2.88
1895-1899 T02 1.95
1900-1904 987 1.36
1905-1909 oSO 0.88
1910 T 0.50
1911 ] 0.76
1912 61 0.67
1S85-1912 3,00 1.09
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FEWER LYNCHINGS.

The first table presented herewith gives
the actual number of Ilynchings in the
United States for cach year, &8s rcturned
by The Chdiecago Tribune, for the period
1S80-1012, together with the rate of 1ynch-
ing per million of population, carefully
estimated for intercensal ycars. Accord-
ing to this table, the largest actual num-
ber of lynchings occurred in 1892, when
235 were rceported, which, on the basis of
population, would be equivalent to a rate
of 3.6 per million. The lowest actual
number of lynchings was rcported for
1807, and the equivalent rate was 0.7 per

million. But in 1912 the actual numbcr of
lynchings was only 64, and; since the
population was much larger. the relative
rate .was only 0.67 pcr milllon, or the
lowest tate on record since 1885. Theto
can be no more conclusive evidence that
lynchings, however regrettable, as spas-
modic outbreaks of. mob violence, are di-
minishing in actual numbers, as we]l as
relatively to population.

This most unfortunate aspecct of Amer-
ican life is precisely shown in the dia-
gram, whiéh exhibits the rate by quin-
quennial periods from 1885 to 1900, and
by single yecais thereatter. The diagram
is self-eéxplanatory and requires no fur-
ther discussion.

The reports of lynchings by States are
not avajlable in full gdetail for a long
period of years, but the information has
been compiled with reasonable accuracy
for the period 1908-1912. TI'or the purpose
of emphasizing precisely the local intensity
of lynchings, the following table hay been
prep_aretl. to show the rate of lynchings
per million of population for the States
in which Ilynchings have occurred dur-
ing the five years ended with 1912, Ac-
cording to the table, the largest uactual
number of lyuchings occurred in Georgia,

3, with an equivalent rate of lyvnche-
ing of 5.7 per mlillion of population. But
the highest rate of lynching occurred in
IFlorida, or 10.6 per wmillion. That out-
brcaks of mob violciice of this kind have
not been limited entircly to the South
is made ecvident by the fact that Iyvnch-
ings occurred in California, 1daho, Ilinoix.
Montana, Nebraska. Ncecw DMexico, North
Dakota, Ohlo, Oregon, Pennsylvauia, and
Wyoming.

LYNCHINGS BY STATES.
1908-12.

_ JRate per
Number of 1,000, 90)
States. Lynchings. Population.

Flovida ......cc00cv.. 40 100,03
Georgla .......cceee.. g o207
‘\Iisslssl £1 S { 12
JO‘U’"'&“ TR EE R o\::= " .'\
Alabame ... cceeseecea.nill -\1
SPRKANEAY ccacvssvoeviima g |
MTOXAS .vccevccnansas .30 2.3
Tennessce ....... O~ g 8
South <Carolina.......lo 1.9
INeNtuCKY ccsccccee TP 202
OKlahoma ...cccceeaen 14 1.4 'a
WwWvoming  .....c.ce.... 1 1.:
Idaho ...... .o wern b wrsiae 3 U.UI
New MeXiCOi..ceveee. 1 6).0)
Montanad ....ccceocvee 1 LR
West Virginia........ 2 .44
Virginia ....c.cccieene -4 (02530
Missouri .......... I 0.2
North DaKkotd...ecevee. 1 .00
OregON ssssssssssvwvans 1 0,230
North Carolina...c.c.. < LN
WNebraska ....... ¢ iwwe T i).lz
Marviand ...... cessees 1 niIn
é,mlntc"is 1‘ ::‘H

YSallfornlad civsvsssames KT
Ohio ..... swwa v teoe = 0.08
Pennsylvania ......... 1 O 0
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FEWER LYNCHINGS.

As sald at the outset, Iynching admits
of no defense and hardly of a rational
explanation, but as said in The Atlania
Constitution many years ago, *° We advise
our Northern contemporaries to deal us
gently as they can with the manifesta-
tions of human nature which take place
in the South and 2are duplicated at the
North when the opportunity offers. That
they arce deplorable is not to be denied.'’

It is no cause of satisfaction that there
should have Dbeen sixty-four Ivachings
during 1912 in the United States, chiefly
in the South; but the country may well
be satisfied with the fact that, with &«
single exception, this was actually the
lowest number of Iyvihchings during the
last twenty-cight yearsg, and, without ex-
ception, ¢n proportion to population, the
lowest rate of lyuching during the pe-
riod for which the historical record has
becn preserved. Sihhce in all matters of
social progress the tendency is ol most
importance, it may safely be assumed
that since the rate has steadily gone

down the time is not fair distant when
Iynchings North or South will be prac-
tically a4 tiing of the past.

FREDERICK L. ITOIFEFALAN.

Newark, N. J., March o, 191:.

© © ® O

- = 28 o B 9 =
O 0 9 uw o &« 00
N = o A 2 o 0
SR v * o

~ N N D

© & O © O

NOLLVINSOd NOITIIW H3d ONIHONAT 40 J1VY

—
S —

e

wr——

2161 -5881 @10y Jo Sa4o4g paslun

ONIHINAT NI ANID3Q 3HL

r— el

€161 "saMIR YAoff MAN; 34D

OldMagazineArticles. com




