THE PEACE OR WAR OF VERSAILLES?

iLL THE SPURIOUS PEACE of the Versailles Treaty.
I has been cast aside and the human race has joined hands
in & peace which is genuine, there can be no rest not
only in Europc but throughout the vivilized world, sccording to
Rudolph Eucken, vne of CGermany’s most famour savants,
whose words before the war wielded much influence fur heyond
the confines of the University of Jena where he is & professor.
This question ol repealing the Treaty of Versaillex, " which was
founded on the falsebood of (iermany’s xols responsibility for
the war,” he suys, must take procedence of all other questions,
and the demand that it ho dono should he made not only by
Goermany but by the whole world. In Lhe Eucken Resicw,
orgun of the Kucken Society,
which ix published at Jena,
this German scholar declares

that:

*The so-called Ponco of Ver-
sailles subjects the German
people o unheard-of treats
ment.; has injured and crippled
Germuny: has, with refined

m cruelty, deprived her of fertile

lernitories; robbed her of

" , sonrees indispeusable to her

Luerar_y DlgE.’H +xistenca; has heaped upon her

huge burdens, und this for an

indefinite time-~the intention

f or heing, il possihle, to reduce her

peaple o serfdoin,  Hatred

nhed vengefulness it was which

4 dictuted thix deplorsble peaos.

Apnz 28' 1923 “Hut in spite of these fenr-

Ml losses, the German people

s donn ity hest to fulfil sho

iron conditions: undaunfed it

ivok up its peaceful activities

i every sphore, and odjusted

ilsalf with groal skill o the

real situation; onen more it

displayed itself as the nation

of thorough workmon: it had

every right, a just computs-

tion of cxisting difficultiex

boing made, to anticipate n

gradual recovery. But it was

just this which the merciless

oppunents, Frances especially,

degired Lo prevent. Thoy ro-

fusedl the toriured people the

necessary timo for recovery;

the prodigious importa lavied

wore extorted with the greatest

ruthlessness, the whole standard of living being reduced to the

lowest level; for this the decreased and ever desrensing value of

money was chiefly rvsponsible, the direct resuli of the enemy’s
extortion. . . .

“Now these conditions Germany hus done her hest Lo tulfl,
recoiling from no sacrifices, but at last these are prowing beyond
enduranes, and the old proverh is verificd: wlirn posse nemo
obligatur. And yot any failure in fulfilment, no matter how small,
nor how entinvly the result of tho genoral distresx, i3 designated
by our opponents asx ‘wiltul dofault.,’ Finally soch o *wilful
default’ has become for the French (Government » welcome pre-
texi for the greulest possible territorial extepxion of its power,
1t hax resorted to foree, ocoupied onr most productive rugions,
thrown cnormous masses of {roops inte Tha defenselews country,
where it now exaercises unrmstricted dominion. 3y Lhix means
the econvinie and soecial lifu of Lthese highly developed ragions
hay been thoroughly disorgunized, while our officials and work-
men, faithtul to their duly, ary being handled like eriminals,
fined and imprisoved, and civil sorvants of high standard are
driven from house and home Lo xearsh for quartors, hn maller
how mean, in the townx alresely overil)ed ™

Professor Eancken's remarks on Germany's money siluation
indicato 10 some Fronch writers o strnugo ek of information
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OF the Treaty ilwelf, an opinion sharply opposite Lo that of
Professor Eneken ik exprest. by a Frepch publicist of high diz-
linetion, Gabriel Hanotuitx, of the Freneh Aecademy, who de-
elares that 1t " eonfirmg wied eousolidates the New Europe in its
labors and its hopes.”  Wherever the wpirit of the Treaty of
Varsailles rulos, ho tellx ux in the Parix Figare, it is *‘a spirit of
pesce, of coneilintion and of accommodation, supported by the
gotnud nuthority of the Lewrue of Nationg.” and ha nroesed:
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A BPANISH THORUST,

“If vne of them does not let go, the Troaty cloth will rip.”
— Campang de Gracia (Barcelona).

about the canses underlying CGermany's dilapidated mark and
the Aoud of peper money with which the country is deluged.
They wonder, nlso, how he can convinee himself that the Ger-
mans have honestly attempled to meet their Trealy obligations,
as he eluims they have done.

"To be sure, there arv difficulties and couflict a~plentv. The
works of mun aro not perfect; but no Power even if hurt, or be-
lieving itself hurt, has recourse to arms. The nations wait for
the future to allaviate their ills. Is it not an inspiring spectacle
for history to see those ancient countries which have been brought
back to life trying to live again; or those new couutries which
are the offupring of a conception that at first seemed very daring,
namely, self-determination?”

Mr. Hanotaux eulogizex “admirable Poland resurrected from
the tomh,” and Czecho-Slovakia, which has become a “‘master
country” under the guidance of Foreign Minister Benes. He
finds that Roumania has taken on a now lease of life, and passing
through the rest of Europe, east and southeast to Jugo-Slavia,
he sees good promise for the future in Austria, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, aud elsowhcre. Italy will stand by France and Belgium,
he believes, becauso she values the justice that was finally
dealt to her by the Treaty of Versailles. Even in England
he discovers signs of & more sympathetic attitude toward
France. President Harding ““says nothing. but the American
mind is working hard,” and that is a good augury, according to
Mr. Hanotaux, who adds:

"“Yet a little while and the triumph of good sense will make its
sppearsnee. Even the buyers of German marks will under-
stand that all they have to do is to look out upon a new horizon:
and then the sagacity of France will be praised by those who
lately blumed her so vivlently, her occupation of the Ruhr will
be recognized as having saved the world from a frightful catas-
trophe—the catastrophe Germany wished to sea in order that
other nations might go down ia her collapse. Then the New
Kurope will be seen fixt and solidified in its labors and in ity
hopes—-this Kurope of the Trosty of Versailles.”
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A GERMAN AFPPEAL TO THE PROLETARIAT
TO TEAR UP THE VERSAILLES TREATY.

—Der Wahre Jakod {Stuttigart).
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