O EVOLVE A NEW EIND of soldiors’ training-eamp

is the task of the new Federal Commiiszion on Trainming-

Camp Activities. Prevention, and effestive action be-
fora tho fact, is to be the principle upon which fthis Commission
will attack the questidns of drink and immorslity, With tho
opening of the thirteen fraining-eamps for the prelminary
officers' training corps the work _
immediataly got nnder way.
Ono of the first demands is the THE ]‘I:FE,RARY
eooperation of the eommumty DIGESI
ilkat has the camp settled in June 16, 1917
or near it. ‘“‘So important, so
primary, does the Secretary of
War rerard the work for which .
e mnew commission Was MAKING
croatod that if s ecommunity
near which & eamp Is now situ-
atod persistently refuses to co-
opernte in the econfrol of vice, DRINK
the eamp will be movod to
some olther place.” Surround-
ing zones will eontabn o bar

againsh the [eafures objected ND
{o, hut the main effort will he A

“to withdraw, so far as pos-
ziblg, the attention of the sol-
dier from the rigid restrietions

of the zones by the orpanized VICE
presentation of befter means
of recreation and c¢njoymeant.’’
In our department of Letters |

and Arf may be read some- T A_BU
thing of the plans already laid
for one phase of the camps'
relaxation. Mr. Raymond B. .
Toadick iz cheirman of the MONG
Clommissipn  and  comes |

cquipped by special studies
made on the Mexican bhorder

and in Canade. Other mem- SOLDIERS
bers ara Dr. Joseph LK. Ray-

croft, Profassor of Hygiane and
Director of Physicel Educetion
at Pringcsfon University; Jo-
goph Lop, president of the Play-

grounds’ Association of Amwerica; John R. Motf, of the Interna-
tional Y. M. L. Ay Les F. Hapmer, of the Sage Foundation:
Charles P. Neill, of Washington; Thomas.J, Howells, of Pitts-
burg; Baleolm L. MeBride, of Cleveland; and Major Palner
E. Pierce, of the United States Army. In the New York Times
Mr. Fosdick gives an outline of the Commission’s ajms:

“Our first funcetion is aimed, of course, fo do away with the
evils that have been foo offen assoeiated with army life, not
oply in America, but in Eurcpe. Our boys are to be drafted
into service. We can not afford to draft them into a demor-
alizing environment. The responsibility of the Gavernment
iz doubly obvious in view of the measure of cunscrlptmn* A
man might velunteer for service and run his chanee with viciouns
surroundings. When conseription comes into play, however,
the Ei-warmmuﬂ itself mmust assume the responsibility for elimi-
nating these evils. . . .. ..

“On tho positive side of our program is the neecessity of
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competing with what I have termed ‘demoralizing influences,’
such as the saloon and the vice-resorf, This funetion of our
work divides ifself naturally into several lines. Within the
eamp, aetivities of the Y. M. C. A., an orgznization now officially
recognized by an executive order of the Preaident as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Armies, formo an important part In the
recrestional program. In connection with the work, buf vnder
the direst eontrol of the Army,
is the promofion of athletic
sports and games, such as ars
new earried on in Bngland un-
der the Aldershot plan, and
promoted to a large extent in
Canada. Briefly, these gamnes
are built up on the interunit
system, their idea being to de-
velop the compstitive instinet
in the soldier. Boxing, wres-
tling, bayonet exercise, and all
forms of hard physical games
are followed. Evervbody must
talo part. Sgueds eompate
with squads, companies with
companies, regiments with
regiments, brigades with bri-
gades, and divisions ‘with
divisions.

“A member of the British
Mission now in Washington,
Colone]l Goodwin, told me that
thess pnmes which had been cn-
eouraged—in faet, enforesd—
by the army officials in France
were ong of the gront influenees
in keeping men sane and bel-
ancad behind the lines. The
War College in. Weashington
now has under eonsideration
an adaptation of the Alder-
shot system submitted by our
Cloramission.’’

The .cooperation expected
between the camps and the
neighboring eommunities tukaos
on lines like these:

“We shall bave an expert
cOmMIUNity organizer in overy
town or ity in the neighbor-
hood. of sll the camps in the
United States, whosa aim it
will be to coordinate all the
aetivities along this ine, Just
at present wes have thirteon

of these trained men in the communities nearest the thirteen
Officers’ Reserve Camps now opening up. - . . . . .

“In some communities, for example, outside the camps, there
will bo ‘eanteens’ for the soldiers run by women's organizations,
whers food and fobaeco ean be obtalned at cost prices, and
whers an opportunity will be afforded for mesting and telking
with women, In Torento the ‘Take the Soldier Homs for
Dinner Movement' was organized, and through this sgency a
numhber of roen found homes which they ecould visit whenever
thay wera bn leave in the city. Work of this kind ecan be
multiplied almost indefinitely.

“Too many of fhe evils surrounding camp life in the past
are traceable to the lack of adequate amusement and rational
recrestion (for the soldier. Our Commission does not intend
to atterapt to apply impraeticable idemlistic standards. We
shall bo dealing with a fine lot of healthy, red-blooded men,
and we must bave healthy, red-blooded forms of recreation. My
point ig that there must be plenty of it fo absorbk the surplus
energies of the soldiers in their hours of relaxation.™
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