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CANADIAN HIERARCHY FIGHTING
CONSCRIPTION

HE VEILED OPPOSITION of the Catholic clergy in the

province of Quebee to the Canadinn Conseription Law

has pussed, in the view of Government oircles, into a
phase of active hostility,  The signal for this ¢hange is held to
be the interview with Cardinal Bogin, Archbizshop of Quebee,
published in hix own official organ. tho Queboe Action Catholiou,
The Cardinal’s hostility to the . T
draft seems to be based upon the ' N .tf
faet that a handful of voung men _ =
in the Catholie sominaries of the E 3
provinee are nol excmpted from : |
theoperationof the law. TheCar- |0
dinal, who is the leading echureh- ©
man in the Dominton, savs: _

-

“Thix consaription law is a
moiwuw: wiieh causes the Cana- |
dian clovgy the worst possible
approhensions,

“PThix militaxy - service . ..
i3 not only w serious blow to the
right= of the Church of Christ, & &
independent in its domain, and ‘
whose Jaws aid praetise oxenapt
the elorgy and that class of the
sociely :which that name desig-
nates from theservicoundeorarms,
but also. it: (the conseription law)
constitutes u futal obxtacle to
the recruiting of ministers of God,
shepherds of souls, as wall "as to
that of the staff of clerieal teach-
ers, and through this very fact it
ereates, in our society, an ovil
muceh worse than that which it
is alloged to attempt to remedy.”

The Arvchbishop thinks that
the “evil” might be mitigated if
the excmption boards were com-
poxed - entirely  of  “Catholics,
enlightened and good-willed”: Louis Nazaire,

“The dause as it ix written Cardinal Begin
might lose sonse of its ill if 14 were
interpretedd in the spivit of the Chureb:  But what guar
anties have we that the members of the speeial tribunals will
be all  Catholies, enlightened and good-wille-d, capablo of pro-
gmuneing with sineerity and knowledge on & quostion of its
uportance?

“1 like to helieve . . . that no one will daro, on o matter so
nnportant and delicate, hug the sentiments of thoe whole Catholie
poptdation of the Dominicm and imprudentiv sow, on this side
of the Atlantie, the seed of the fatal religious discords that have
divided the Old World,”

I the neighboring proviney, of Ountario the Cardinel’s ut-
teranee is frankly vharacterizaad as “treasonable.” and tho
London (Ont.) Advertizer ndulgpaes in some very plain speaking.
It says:

"Holding that the conseriptijon law constitutes a fatal ob-
stacle to reeruiting for the priestihood, and for the staff of clerieal
teuchers, Cardinal Begin declaveys it thus ereatos an evil ‘mueh
worse than that which it ix allegred to attempt 1o remedy.’ '

“The ovil which it is hoped  the law will romedy (without
dealing with the ‘alleged’ part 0of the phrase) is the Jack of men
to take the place of the fallen and wounded und to fight the
canso of humanity against the «curged Pruxsianism of Wilheln
and his militarist parasites,  Wihat greater ovil than this Prus-
stanism can the conseription lawr cause?.

" Presumably the Cardinal’s nnain objection to the law is that
divinity students aro not to be wxempted bocause of their call-
ing. Why they should want to e excluded frons the operations
of the bill, if they possess red bkood, is hard to xce.”

The Advertizer, somewhat umkindly contraxtz the position

OldMagazinebrticles.com



2
FIGHTING CONSCRIPTION

of Cardinal Begin with that of another membor of the Sacred
College, Cardinal Mercicr, of Malines:

“If Gonnany wing, tho liberty which the Cardinal prizes so
highly will vanish. If he doubts that, he has only to look at
Belgium and France. TLet him ask Cardinal Mercier. Have the
Belgian Roman Catholics any liberty of spcech or action? Is
thero any ground for supposing betier treatment would bo af-
forded thoe Canadian? Jf there ware, it would not he to the

Canadians’ credit.”
Tho Cardinal iz assurcd that the Jaw will he administered not
by “Catholics, enlightened and

good-willed,” but with entire
impartiality. ke Adrertixer
remarks:

“If the conseription law is
amicd out without fear or
favor, and without. religious
diserimination, but simply
with & view to taking thosc

best fitted for sorvice and least
neééassary at homo for national

Characterizing the Canadian Conseription  ¥ork, thero can he no moro

. ) . injustice to the Roman Cath-
law in his own official organas aserious blow (/e -0 b5l 4 the Protes-

to the rights of the Church of Christ,” Card- tant. If there ave more young -
i _ ) _ men in Quebee umnarried and
inal Begin, Archbishop of Quebec, is heldby fit to fight thun in other pro-
vinoes, mnore will he {aken; if
{bere are fower, fewer will bo
Canadian clergy in their opposition to the  18ken.”

Meanwhile the Quebee cler-
ikals have found a seapegoatl
upon  which to fasien the op-
probrium for the eonsaription
law. The Mentreal La Crmnx,
vhich civoulates largely among
the clergy of Quehee, quite
gravely writes that the Masonie
order is responzible for it all:

nany to have thus given a lead to the French-

draft in the dominion.

"No one ignores the hrutal
principle at the baso of tho
sonscription hill which an ¥n-
glish majority wixhes {0 intiro-
duce in our laws in order to
he able 1o <end French-Cana-
dians to 1tho European butch-
ay, and 1o any other buichory
which may happen in the fu-
wee.  Sir Rohert Borden, who
receivod the word of command
from London and from tho
Grand Lodge of England, of
which he 18 & member, and
whose reunions he must have
wlended during his last trip
to Europe, will not listen {o
the language of reason and
wood sense.”

Ia Croiz Murther remarks:

“We bhope that the elections
will show %0 clearly and o firmly that the pgreat majority of
the people is opposed 1o conscription 8o that no Government
will in tho future even think of supporting guch a measure.”

The anti-Masonice sentiments of Y.a Croix raise the ire of ono
of the lcading weeklies of Canada, the Toronio Saturday Night,
which caustically remarks:

“Imagine such fool stufl being handaed out for econsumption,
and moreover helieved 1o be true by a lot of people ignorant of
every principlo of Masonry. Masonry is not confined by seect,
cceed, or nationality. Nor does it interest itself in political
issues, No doubt it suite the book of such journals as La Croixr,
well knowing the ignorant superstition which exists againgt Ma-
sonry in the Province of Quabes, to couple ¢onsceription with it.
It is of such trash that anticonzeription arguments are made.”’
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