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FIRST GREAT TEST
OF YANK AND BOCHE

Americahs Sent to Meet
Foe at Apex of Thrust
for Paris

2ND AND 3RD IN BIG FIGHT

Yillages of Belleau, Bouréschel
and Vaux Write Themselves
in Our History

From a strength reckoned by the Allies
at about 80,000 men on the front be-
tween Coucy-le-Chatean and Reims on
the evening of May 26, 1018, to a
gtrength swhich they soon knew to be at
least 145,000 men on the same front the
following morning and over 200,000 on
the 28th—such was the surprise effect of
superfor numbers guickiy concentrated

which the Germans, owing to their pos-
session of the initiative, were able to
infiict upon their opponents in the third
of. their great offensives of the -spring
and summer of 1918.

'‘By the break in the Allied line whick
they thus accomplished, particularly
along the famous ridge of the Chemin
des Dames, the VIIth German Army,
under General von Boehn, operating to-
ward Solssons and to the east and west
of it, and the ist Army, under General
¥. von Below, advancing to the east-
ward of the VIIth A with the
left wing of its saftacK npear Reims,
were able, to pour swifily soutliward,
forcing back before them the weary g&nd
outnumbered French and British dai-
visions, most of which had been sent to
this “quiet sector” to recuperate after
their desperate fighting in the battles of
April and May in Plcardy and Fanders

For a few days following the 27th,
the situation looked dark enough from
the Allled sfandpoint. The German
tidal wave, constantly reinforced
fresh dlvisions, continved, in spite of
stubborn resistance to move southward §
toward the Marne, overrunning Sois-
sons and Fere-en-Tardenois, leaving the
devoted city of Reims in a salient which
became daily more difficult to hold, and
at last, by tremendous pressure, begin-
ning to spread distinctly toward Paris
along the comparatively open and level
country between the Marne and the
Ourcg rivers.

75 Kilometers from Paris

By the last day of May the advance
of the Germans at the nearest point was
scarcely 75 kilometers from the Fremch
capital and although the speed of their
rush had been consideraly slackened by
the resistance of the French divisions
thrown in against them, they still pos-
sessed all the advantages of the initla-
tive and could elect their own polnta for
driving their line ahead anywhere on
the 40 kilometers of front between the
vicinity of Soissons and that of Ohfteau-
Thierry, which constituted the western
face of the salient they had created.

Although the French army and peo-
ple, with the gallantry and moral hero
jsm which have characterized them In
every previous crigis of thelr national
history, refused to become panic-stricken
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at this third great success of thelr ar¢h
enemy within a period of ten weaks, the
situation was obviously one of extreme
gravity.

The Allled Commander-in-Chief, dMar-
shal Foch, was obliged to keep in hand
sufficient reserves to meet any blow
which the Germans might direct at any
other point on the long Western battle
front; at the same flme he must utliize
enough of his available strength to halt
the formidable atfack. actually - under
way. That his forces were inadequate
for such & erisis only adds to the bril-
liancy of the success with which he
met it.

Among the reserve troops available
for the disposition-of Marshal Foch were
the 2nd angd 3rd United States Divisions.
These, with the 1st Divislon, slready
engaged in its splendid battle at Can-
tigny, contained all of the Awmerican
troops which were at the moment yet
seasoned@ by experience for major opers-
tions, out of all the vast host whose
coming was S0 eagerly and anxiouslty
awalted by the French s&nd British
Armiés,

“All That We Have Is Yours”

. Relying once more upon General Per
shing's devoted declaration, made on be-
half of AmericA during the days of the
German offensive in March, that “all
that we have is yours; use it &8 you
wish,” and with a faith in the valor of
the Americans which was the best in-
centive to their utmost efforts, the Mar-
shal ordered these two divisions to a

place of the greatest danger and, there-
fore, of the greatest honor—-to the banks
of the Miarne near Chiteaun-Thierry aad

. to the great Paris-Metz national high-
way where it crosses the roliing hills
northwest of that city, there to throw

. themselves across the apex of the Ger-
man invasion and bar the road to Paris,

The 2nd Division, Maj. Gen. Omar
" Bundy commanding, was in rest billefs

at Chaumont-en-Vexin, northwest of
Paris, and had just finished its obsery-
ances of Memorial Day, May 30, when

" the order came for it to entrain as soon
a8 possible and move Lmmediately to the
vicinity of Chéteau-Thierry. During the
ensuing 24 hours the troops were making
the tiresome journey, and by the early
morning of June 1, most of them had
detralned and advanced beyond Mont-
reuil-aux-L.ions, where divisioa head-
quarters was established, a hamiet some
10 kilometers west -0f Chiteau-Thierry,
on’ the Parls-Metz road.

As they went forward, the news be-
came steadily more disquieting. French
troops were fighting a few kilometers to
~ the northeast, but they were badly out-

numbered and exhausted by long fight-
ing and marching, and the Germans
were pushing on so steadily that -it
would be necessary for the Americans to
~ establish- defensive positions at once.

By dark that evening that work had
been, ai least, begun, The 9tk Infan-

- try was in line from Bonneil, near the

Marne southwest of Chitean-Thierry, to

- Le Thiolet, on the Paris-Mets road,

. whence .the 6th Marines extended ta

- Lucy-le-Bocage and the 23rd .Infantry,

~ operating tempordrily under the 43rd

French Divisior, continued ‘the line to0

the Boi¥ de Veuilly.

Out in froit of this pesition, which
way gbout 12 kilometers in length and
faced toward the northeast, the direc-
tion whenceé ‘the Germans. were. coming;
Iay the. cresis aud slopes of a ridge of
- bills, some of them heavily: wooded, Qe-
scending to -the valley of a little. creek,
the Ru Gobert, along which lay scat-
tered the villages of Bouresches, Bel-
legr, Torcy vnd Bussiares; all riames
“goon -to beconmie famous.in the- annals of
the American .Army. |
~ On the other gide of the creek-the
hills..rose. much more. steeply and. the
enemy ‘was already iu possession of
them, with his artillery, further back,
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sweeping the American positions with &
heavy fire.

.. To the.right of the 2nd Division was
the 164th French Division, which was
holding the .southern part of Chateau-
Thterry, on the left bank of the Marne;
with the sassistance of some troops of
the. 3rd United States Division, whose
superb ‘work here  will be described a
'llttle further on. -

" Mo the left of the 204 was the 48rd.
French ‘Divigion,..parts. of which were
alse still clinging to positions-in the. val-
ley of the Ru Gobert near-the villages
mentioned gbove, but with the distinct
understanding that as soon 2s tlm Amer-
iean defensive line should he organ-
fzed ‘they were to fall back -through
it trom thelr own tndetens!bla tempo-
rary line:.

i Haﬂng felt out this Franco-American
front and found it strong, the Germans
did -not attack. it in force until -June 3;
when, pursaing their purpose of press-
inz on toward Paris, they drove against
the line fromn Montcourt, near the
Maruoe, clear up to Chexzy-en-Orxois, five.
kllometers northwest of the Bois. de
‘Veujlly, trying to dislodge both. the 2nd
United States and «tBrd French Dimlons
at once. -

But the ‘Post of tae combat unlta of
ﬂ:h. Tort 'WCye NOw up, including  the
Bth -and ‘the three regiments of
Brig. Geh. William Chamberlain’s 2nd
Field Artlllery Brigade, the lattet ro-
inforved by six groups of Frenmch field
artillery.. The enemy was stopped
ovorywhere : on the American -front,
for -the time being, in the valley of~the
Ru_ Gobert.

‘Attack on Junction Point

That night. the French outpoats
tired ' through ‘thé American ling, and
ahout duuk of June 4 the Garmans
made 8. eoncentrateﬁfhttack on Veullly-
la:-Poterie, at the Junction point be-
fween the 2nd and 48rd Divisions: It
was repuised north of the village. At
10 pm. thear attacked agaip, and were
repulsed, with. & 1088 .of about 200 men,
by one: American battalion, galnlng only
one. point, the little Hill 123, from
which  they ‘were efected next: day by
the Freach.

During the evening they also at:tacked
Hil 142. :south .of Bussiares, but were
dispersed by the artillery.. The fighting
haid. been violent and more or less con-
fused, . and the 2o0d Divislon had suf-
fered lasses of between 200 and 300 men,
hu éverywhere the line hdad held, and

ufa to say that the struggle 01' the
uim of .June 4/ marked the tactical end
of “the German push for Paris ip. this
wection, as it was marked at practieally
the same- time a little ‘further 'east by
the’ repulse inﬂiet:ed upen the- enéy: i

That night the situation all along the
front was ‘improved by the relief of the
tired 43rd French Division by the Iﬁ‘rth
Division, on. the ‘left .of the 2nd, and
that- of the 164th Division by the 4th
QOavalry Division, on the right, while the
20d itself was. strengthened by _ having
its left flank. drawn in several kilometers,
from the Bois We Veullly to the road
between . Busaiares and Champillon, and
by the introduction into the llue of the
23rd Infantry. The division front,
shortened to about nine kilometers, now
gtood, - from right to left: 8th Infantry,
23rd Infantry, (constituting the Srd: In-
fantry Brigade, under Brig. Gen. E. M
Lewis) ; 6th Marines, 3th Marines (con-
ntituttng the 4th Infantry, or Marine,
Brigade, wunder Brig. Gen. James G.
Harbord).

Third at Chateau-Thierry

In the meantime, scarcely more than
five kilometers east of ‘the 2nd Division,
in fact, sO” near that liaison wag soon
to. be established betweéen the two Amer-
ican organizations, troops of. the 3rd
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United States Division were making for
themselves in the streets of Chiteau-
Thierry a name worthy to stand beside
that of Berden's Sharpshooters- in the
streets of Fredericksburg, Va.

The 3rd Division, commanded by Maj.
Gen. Joseph. T. Dickman, was stationed
in the vicinity of ‘Ohnteauvnlaln and La
‘Ferte-sur-Aube, far to the rear, when
its orders came on May 30 to. move at

e to the battle front. Yess fortonate
‘the 2ud Division, it was not from
the first to do its fighting as a body.
Its instructions; which were.carrled out
prectically unmodified by later develop-
‘ments, were that the §th Infaniry Bri.
gade, tmder Brig. Gen. ¥red W. Sladen,
mlsttng of . the 4th and 7th Infantry
and the 8th Machine Gun' Battalion,
-ahould be attached to the 6th ¥renech
_Army, commanded by General Degoutte,
amd -assigned to the. detenne of the ‘pas-
‘sages: of the Marne from OChiteau-
‘Thierry to Dormans..
. The commander of the éth Infantry
Brigade, Brig. Gen. Charles Crawford,
wai given one of. his Infantry regiments,
the 38th, and half of his Machine Gun
-Battalton; the 9th;, and -instructed to
hold thé crossings of the Marne from
Dormans east to Damery, uader staff
“dlvection of the 10th Colonlal Division
{(General Marchand) of the Bth French
Arm¥. The remainder -of the 6th Bri-
‘gade, . pamely, the 80th Infantry <and
balf of the Oth Machine Gun Battalion,
was. placed in. support. of the 5th Bri-
gade; while the divisional Machine Gun
- ‘Battalion, the Tth, was ordered to march
xt.opce, on May 30, for Chiteaun-Thierry,
- the, rest of the troops: starting next day
By reit ‘for. their destination.

Machine Gunners in Thick of It

As it happened, except for & heavy
engagement in the Jaulgonne bend of
‘the Marie, where the enemy was halted
riorth of the ‘river, the intense Sghting
of most of. the divislons  was not.to come
for a time, but the 7th Machine Gun
Battalion was.in. it from the moment. it
reached the fromt. With 180 kilotnetérs
of weéary road march behind it and 36
hours without sleep it plodded into Ché-
teau-Thierty at 6 o'clock on the after
noon of ithe S1st under bursting -shells.
Before it the tired French troops were
struggling with the enemy's advancing
mintry: in the streets north of the
Marpe—those streets in which - Jean de

la Fontaine played as a child and over
which have frowned, ever since the year
720, the battlements of the castle of
Charles Martel, “the Hammer” that
once broke another barbarian invaslon
of France. Was it a portent?

Hastily finding positions for the guns
whichk enabled them to sweep the main
bridge in the center of town and the
river banrks both up and down streem,
the men of the 7th Battalion went mto
& battle which continued for 86 hours.
Tiwe after time the Germans swept
down on the river in determined effort’
to carry the bridge or to effect a cross-
ing elsewhere which would perinit them
to spread into the open country beyond
the Marne,

But like the defendérs of Verdun, the
American machine gunners set their
teeth and. sald, ‘“They shall .not pass,”
and for the second time in four years
they made the Marne the high tide of
Hun invasion.

First Lieut. John T. Bissgell, with 14
enlisted men of his company, held a
position on the north side of the river
for 30 hours, and when at last obliged
fo retire he advamced in face of the
guns-of his own battalion beyond the
bridge until he "ecould make the gunners
stop fiving, thus enabling his own de-
tachment, as well as about 300 French
troops who were also gorth of the river,
to cross the bridge to safety.

Behind the wunbroken barrier mein-
tained by these men and their equally
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devoted comrades in the French ranks,
the Army commend was enabled to dis-
pose of other troops of the 164th
French and 3rd United States Divisions
in strong defensive positions alodg the
Marne on both gides of Chiteau-Thierry
and to effect, through the 30th Infantry,
complete liaison with the 9th Infantry,
on the right of the Zund Dirvision, near
Moutcourt, west of the river.

Enemy Delays 8Six Weeks

When the exhausted 7th Battalion
was at last relleved at 3 o'clock on the
morning of June 4, it marched to the
rear knowing that its hard-held posi-
tions had been left In strong hands, and
that if the Germans were ever to eross
the river they would have to smash
through a whole French division and
through the jwo regiments of Kreuch
troops and two.regliments of the Amer-
ican 3rd Division, which, on June 9,
were constituted, under: General Dick-
man's command, as the Reserve Group
of the- 88th Army Corpy. 1t was to be
more than six weeks before the enemy
would make up his mind tc that desper-
ate endeavor; when he did, the dawn of
his undoing was at hand.

We may return now to the 2nd Dl-
vision. 1t has been said that in the
struggle of the night of June 4, between
Montcourt and the Bois de Venllly, the
German sdvance on Paris was definitely
stopped. But though it was stopped,
probably neither the Germans nor their
opponents fully realized it as yet.

The German airplanes were constantly
over the American lines, 89 flights be-
ing noted on June 5th, when 10’ enemy
observation balloons were also up; the
German artillery was raking every part
of the front and rear areas with a ter-
rible fire of high explosive and yperite,
and it was only because the Paris-Metz
road, the American line of communica-
tion and supply back to La Ferté-sous-
Jouarre, wag providentially hidden from
the enhemy’s view behind the hill crests,
that the troops couid depend upon &
certain supply of food and ammunition.

Germans Angrily at Bay

It was not summeut that the enemy
had been stopped. Now that & firm line
of defense was established, it became
imperative that he be pushed back from
the observation posts and strong points
which he had seized on the left side of
the Ru Gobert, go that the Americans

could dominaw at least the valley of
that stream.

On June 4 the best information avail-
able iadicated that the enemy was”em-
ploying not less than 33 divisions, about
300,000 men, on the whole front of this
offensive. Of these, the 197th Division
was confrounting-the 2nd Urited States.
It .had tried to smash through the lat-
ter, had ered bloody repulse and was
now stand angrily at bay. Could the
Yanks ¢o better in & line plunge? Could
they: keep it up longer? The time had
arrwed to find out.

. At § o’clock on the morning of June
6. in conjunction with the lﬁ‘u'th French
Division on the left, the 1st and 3rd
Battalions of the 5th Marines swept out
through ' the broken woodlands that
clothe the hill crests north of Champ-
illon in an assanlt whose objectives were
the edges of these ywoods. and = crests
looking down into the open valley about
Torcy and Bussiares. -

They were met by an intense machine
gun and rifle fire, but pushed on, and
at 7:10 a.m. had obtained ali their ob--
jectives and were in command of the
valley at this peint. Jt was during this
advance that, among many othér
deeds of valor, 1st Lieut, Albert P. Bas-
ton, shot through both legs, earned for
himself a D.S.C, by refusing to receive
treatment until he had seen to it that
every man in his platoon was under
cover and in a good erg position. The
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dash of the 167th French Division
gaineﬁ for it like success, and at 7 o'clock
it ‘also was firmly established on the

domintaing heights, west of the 5th
Marines. |

In Command of Vailey

But the very fact that the left of the
2pd Division had now advanced made it
necessary that the center should be
brought up also, in the direction of Bel-
lean viilage and Bouresches. Accord-
ingly, at & pm., the 5th and 6th Marines
and the 23rd- Infantry assaulted for an
objective line extendlng along the val-
ley from & point a little distance east
of Bussiares to the eastern edge of
Bourdsches,

Itwasthobittareststrnmbthathad
yet occurred, for the Germans were now
thoroughly on the- alert and prepared
for a desperate resistance. Throughout
the - night, among .the thickets and
tumbled' boulders of the Bots de Tri-
angle and the'Boly -de Bellean, the lines
mmdhekm:orthinutemloma
confiict as that  bHotween the men: of
Grant and Lee in the Wilderness. of
Virginia,

Nest after mnest of German machine
guns was faken in savage hand-tothand
combat, while the ground behind the
lines’ was torn with bursting shells and
the night sty was lit by the hectic glare
of flares:and rockets. .

At S8:30 o’clock “the next morning,
though the left of the line had been
able to add little to its great gains of
the previous day, the right was in pos-
session of Bourésches and had pushed
intoe the PBois de Belleau as far as the
northeastern summit of Hill 181, placing
the Marines there om higher ground
than the enemy, who still occupled the
greater part of this tangled woodlangd to
the north.

But the German machine gun nests in
the village and in the woods had exacted
a terrible toll. In its two battles, the
Marine Brigade bad lost 24 officers and
300 enlisted men, killed or wounded,
and the Dth and 23rd Infantry had lost
377 officers and eniisted men killed or
wounded, the 23rd suffering most during
the repulse of a German counter-attack
on the night of the 6th. _

From that day forth for several weeks
a battle almost without lull coutinued
along the American front, especially
around Bouresches and southeast of it
toward Vaux, and in the Bois de Bel-
leau. The abllity of the Americans to
gdvance at ‘these polnts or of the Ger-
mans to prevent them from advancing
became 80 obviounsly a test before the
audience of the whole world, of the rela-
tive moral stamina of the two races,
that the contest took on an importance |

far greater than was represented by the
tactical falue of the mere territory in-
volved.

And in this vital test the Americans
consistently maintained the upper hand:
not always sand at every peint for, as
in & bout between two mighty and well-
matched wrestlers, s0 American and
German swayed back and forth more
than once.

But time after time flery attacks car-
ried the American front forward greater
or lesg distances, as when the 9th Infan-
try on June 7 advanced north of the
Bois de la Morette at the same time
that French troops and Cpmpanles E
and F of the 30th Infantry, 3rd Divi-
sion, took the southern slopes of Hill
204 and the village of Monneaux; as on
the early morning of June 10, when'the
Marine Brigade lunged forward 800
meters and <carried all the southern half
of the Bois de Bellean, and the next
morning, when, behind a rolling bar-
rage, it took all the remainder of the
woonds except a few northward reaching
spurs, together with 200 prisoners and
39 machine guns and trench mortars;
and as on June 25 when, at last, all of
these places were oleamd out by a su-
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perd advance which did not halt until it
was far out in the valley toward Torcy
and had netted over 300 more prisoners
and 24 more machine guns and auto-
matic rifles. - '

- Simfiarly, time after timme the German
attempts to recover lost ground were
beaten back. They failed on the night
of June 7 and again on that of the 8th
to wrest from the 23rd and the 9th In-
fantry any part of the ground around
Bourésches and north of the Bols de la
Morette, from which they had just been
expelled, and they failed again, always
with sanguinary losses, on the early
mornings of June 11, 14 and 15, when
thelr violent assaults on both Bourésches
and the Bois de Belleau were hurled
back by the combined efforts of Infan-
try and Marines, despite the devastating
prefiminary bonibardment of German
gas and high explosives,

‘What the Second Met

‘During these weeks the 2nd Division
had opposing it  at different times on
various parts of its front the foliowing
German divisions, wholly or in part:
the . 197th {(which was relieved about
June 9) ; the 287th (relieved about June
11) ; the 10th (relieved about June 13);
the 28th (velieved about June 21); the
oth Guard; the 231ist, and the 87th, of
which the last was known as ‘the
Aluininum Division.”

In the meantime, the only relief en-
joyed ‘in the 2nd Division was by three
battalions of the Marines, whose places
were taken for five days, -from June 1€
to 21, by thesthree battalions of the Tih
Infanfry, 3rd Division. It was small
wonder that the Germans thought, as
one of them expressed it in & captured
letter, that “the American divisions are
still too flexy.”

Up to July 1 this American éivision,
against the most powerfal opposition
that the German army could exert, had
advanced its front by dogged, unrelax-
ing pressure an average distance of over
two kilometers and had taken more than

SO0 prisoners and more than 9 machine
gung, minnenwerfers and auntomatic
riffes—and this at a time wheu Germany
wir exultantly proclaiming to the world
the impending overthrow and disgolutiton
of the Allied armies.

As a matter of fact, if was precisely
at this time and on account of this
fighting that the German High Com-
mand had borne in upen it the fron fact
that the 'scale was swinging against
them, slowly but surery.

One more feat of arms, and this to
the combined credit of the 2nd and 3rd
U'nited States and the 10th French
Colonial Divisions, as though to set the
2eal of wunion wupon their sommon
struggle, remains to be recounted before
the great counter-offensive of mid-July.

The Attack on Vaux

In the creek valley between Hill 204,
taken by the French and Americans on
June 7-8, and the positions north of the
Bois de la Moreite, taken by the 9th
Infantry at the same time lay the
village of Vaux, a tiny place but deadly.
Its stone houses were fortresges armed
with German machine guns, its cellars
were bomb proofs sheltering hidden
swarms of infantry, its streets were
covered ways fllled with ghastily sur-
prises for the enemy.

It thrust out, & menacing salient, into
the American line, sweeping with its
fire. Monneaux and the communications
of Hill 204. It had to be taken.

The O6th Infantry, for the 2nd Divi-
sion, and troops of the ard Division, in
linison near Monneaux, prepared to
take it. Every particle of svailable data
on the subject of Vaux was carefully
studifed. Maps and old pictare post-
cards were gone over and refugee inhabi-
tants described in minute detail the con-
struction of its cellars and the intricacles
of its streets.
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Cellar for Every Squad

On July 1, every platoon and squad
leader who was going into the town had
8 map showing in red ink the particular
cellar which he was to capture and how
he was to get to it.

At 5:30 p.m. on that day an intense
artillery bombardment began which
quickly reduced the village to ruins,
and at 6 the assault went over the top
on a front of about two kilometers, the
9th- Infantry- being supported -on -the
left by an advance of the 23rd Infantry,
and the troops of the 3rd Division.acting
in concert with those of the 10th Golonial
Division.

In 15 -minutes the first wave was in
the outskirts of the village, and by 6:235
p.m. it was completely “taken and. the.
front had gone forward a thousand yards
from its Jumping off - peints.

.23rd- Takes Bois de la Roche

Meantime, the 23rd Infantry took the
Bois de 1la' Roche;’ immediately: to the
northwest - of Vaux. while on the right
the Allied positions-on Hill 204 wete
materially improved. - Over- 60 machine
guns. were captured by the Americans
and- 500. prisoners; most of - them Poles
of the Aluminum Division, and .it was
estimated that for every man killed or
wounded in the American ranks, two of
the enemy were: captured. and one was
killed.

Indeed, 80 badly demoralized were the
Germans that the regiment in line-hdd
to be withdrawn apd another substituted
to make the counter-attack, which was
not attempted until 4 o'clock on the
afternoon of the next day—22 hours
later. When it did come, it miscarried;
the troops detalled to rétake the Bols
de la Roche did not start; those that
attacked Vaux were repulsed and then.
cut off from their retreat by an Amer-
icap machine gun barrage and 150 of
them taken prisoners, Yaux wa&s never
recaptured by the enemy.

In Chafeau-Thierry, in the Bois de
Belleau, in Bourésches and Vaux apd on
Hill 204, the Germans had now faced
the men from across the seas in fair
combat: before the audience of the
world they had met with them the morsl
test, and the result was a foretaste of
what was soon {0 come: By -the firgt
day of July, 1918, men of discernment
in Germany could trace the word defeat
written across the setting sun of “Der
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