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The Negro in

the War

How
American Black

Troops Performed

Deeds of Valor on
Many Battlefields

MONG the factors which aided the
A allied and associated nsations, in-
 cluding the United States of
America, to fight their way to
victory in the great war were the effi-
cient services rendered by the dark-
skinned Hindus from Britain’s furthest
dominions and the negro colonials of
Fragce—her Algerians, her Senegalese,
and her Moroccans—whoso fearlessness
was domonstrated repeatedly on the bat-
tlefield—" black devils,” the German sol-
diers called them, when, fighting like de-
mons, they had forced the Kaiser’s proud-
est shock troops to retreat before them.
And America sent 80,000 negro citizens
to do their part for the world’s liberty.
What they did was made manifest by ci-
tation after citation, the conferring by
the French Government of many War
Crosses, and the granting of many Uni-
ted States medals for distinguished
bravery.
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Deeds of Valor

THE COLORED AMERICANS

The negro soldiers of the United States
arrived late on the field of battie, but in
more than sufficient time to make Cer-
many feel the strength of their arm. In
all 83,600 negroes were drafted for serv-
ice in the National Army sent overseas,
More than 626 of the 1,260 colored men
who completed their course of training
were commissioned as officers in the
United States Army; nearvly 100 negro
physicians and surgeons received com-
missions ax officers in the Medical Re-
serve Corps, and a full fighting force of
30,000 men constituted the 92d Division
detailed for duty in France under Gen-
eral Pershing. The total number of negro
combat troopx was 42,000.

Like the Senecgalese forces of the
French Ammy, the black American troops
held their own on Furopean battleficlds
and »tood the test of courage, endurance
and aggressiveness in moments of the
greatest stress. They fought valiantly
at Chiteau-Thierry, Soixsons, on the
Vesle, in Champagne, in the Argonne,
and in the final attacks in the Metz re-
gion. The entire first batulion of the
367th Infantry, the * Buffaloes,” ax it
was called, was awarded the Croix de
Guerre for heroism in the drive on Metz.
The soldiers of thix battaiion received
their baptiam of fire in thix attack; at
the start they won honors which veterans
of many conflictx had failed to capture.
In other engagements three black regi-
ments as units were awarded the Croix
de Guerre, which bestows on cach man
the right to wear the coveted badge.
When the fighting stopped, it was the
negro troops who were nearest to the
Rhine. Whether parforming individual
exploits, fighting in a single regiment,
or doing battle in a divizion made up
entirely of men of his organization the
negro soldicr roze to every test.

In the Argonne the 363th Infantry, col-
ored, sent a volunteer runner with &
meszzagce to the left flank of an Amer-
ican firing line. The way led across an
open field =xwept by heavy enemy ma-
c¢hine-gun firc. Before he hud gonre far,
2 shell cut him ‘down. Ax he fell he
cxhouted back to hix comrades that some
one should come and get the mes=sage.
Another member of the regiment, Lieu-
tenant Campbell, daxhed acrozx the ghell-
xwept space, picked up the wounded pii-
vate, and, amid a hail of German bullets,
carmed hiz man back to the American
lines, winning by this achievement the
Distinguizhed Service Crosx and the pro-
motion to a Captaincy. Under the xame
Lieutenant Campbell a few black soXdiers,
armed only with their rifles, treneh
knives, and bhand grenades, moving over
g rond i the Chiteauv-Thicry scetor,
by a c¢lever ruse and great bravery, ¢cap-
tured & concezled machine. gun that had
becn doing deadly work, killed four of
the Germans operating it, and made pris.
oners of the other three.

DEEDS OF 372D REGIMENT

Four of the negro regiments first sent
over, the 369th, 870th, 371st, and 3872d,
afterward organized into the Provisionul
93d Division, were brigaded separately
with French troops. The fighting record
of the 372d may be taken as typical. The
men had arrived in France on April 14,
and had gone into tiaining with the
French on April 28. On June 6 the 3724
was zent to the treaches just west of
Verdun, and occupicd the famous battles
swept Hill 304 and sections at Four de
Parizx and Vauquois. On Hill 304 thou-
rands of French and German soldiers
had fallen ax the battleline swung back
and forth. Thig hill wasx given to the
negrocs to holdl, and they held it,

In the Champagne scetor, with Mone
toiy ax the objeetive. the negroes ¢heered
and ssng when the announcement that
they were going into battle wax made.
From June 8 to Sept. 10, in the hloody
Argonne Forest, the 372 dbore the brunt
of the terrific battle for weeks, They
tock an active part in the Argonne offen-
¥ive, which lasted from Sept, 26 to Oct.
7. In the oxdeal of thir gigantic drive,
the negro troops proved their fighting
qualitiex in deadly striking power and
stubborn rezixtance in moments of crisis,
and made for themselver such a record
that they won ax a unit the coveted Croix
de Guerre. The casualty Jist showed 500
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men killed, wounded, and gassed, _

Another regiment’s vocord, that of the
369th, commanded by Colonel William
Hayward, ex-Pul’ic Service Commixe
sioner, 12 cqually striking. The 360th
was in the Champagne offensive as &
part of the Fourth Aymy, commanced
by General Gouraud. n few mile: west
of the Argonne Forest. The acccmplnh
ment of this regiment was deseribed® by
Colonel Havward in the opening lines of
his official report:

A1 H:25 .. M. the anzault waxlaunckid,

AN axxAUlL that Xept aszaulting o far as
our division was concrrned, for tweite
days. {n which we crosecd) pivers, (uplsived
towns, cut ankl climbed through wucorex
and acres of barbed wire entanglemeonts,
stormod blutfx, ridges and hills for four-
teen kilometera, nll the way fucing stub-
born ahd terribly effective artllery and
machinc-gun fire. Al the ond of twelve
days we came out with our division. what
was Joft of us, which fncluded twent)y
officers.

At the very end of the war the 369th
won another distinctiom, pointed out by
The Stars and Stripes, the organ of the
American troops in France, in the fol-
lowing announcement:

The furtheat north at 11 o'¢clock (when
the armistice went Into effect, Nov. 11,
18JR] on the feont of the two armies was
held wt the extreme American left, up’
Sedan way. by Lhe troops of the Tith
'‘Division. The¢ Curtheat ecaet—the ancarest
to the Rhine—was held by those negro
xoldlers who used to muke up the old New
. Yok 13th, and who havoe long' deen
brigaded with the French. Thoy were in
Aleace, and their lne ran through Thann
and across the raflway that leads to
Colmar.

NEGRO DIVISION IN ACTION

Soon after the 82d Divislon wasg thor-
oughly organized it took over the Mar
bache scctor. The fury of these men’s
trench raids won from the Germans the
sobriquet of " schwarze Teufel” (black
devils.) By these raids they drove the
Germans north beyond Erchaut and Voi-
vrotte to Cheminot Bridge. To check
these attacks the Germans tried to de-
stroy the bridge, and flooded the coun-
try. Up to that time, it should be re-
membered, the 92d Divigion as a unit had
never been in battle, Only the 888th In-
fantry had received the baptism of fire
in the Argonne KForeat.

The division’s chance came in the drive
on Metz. At 4 o'clock one Sunday morn-
ing {Nov. 10, 1918) they were notified
that they were to be sent into action.
Through the whole division echoed the
fighting slogan of the “ Buffaloes,” the
367th Infantry: “Seé it through!”

The 92d began its advance at 7 o’clock
from Pont-a-Mousson. Facing it was a
valley commanded by the heavy guns of
Metz, and by nests of German machine
guns. The negro troops realized their
first great opportunity. Fused by a spe-
eies of race solidarity they plunged for-
ward like & gingle man, swiftly, unfalter-
ingly, through a veritable rajin of shell.
fire, heedless of their losses. Thelr ob-
jective for the day was Bois Fréhaut,
Picked Moroccan and Senegalese troops
of the French®' Army, striking for the
same point, in an odd competition of
black races on this day, were the first
to arrive. The Germansg, grasping the
sitoation, pounded Bofs Fréhaut with a
heavy fire, and the Senegalese and Mo-
roccans were finally compelled to retreat.

. Of the American negro troops, the 58th
Regiment was forced to withdraw, but
not until after heavy losx. It was the 1st
Battalion of the “ Buffaloes,” commanded
by Major Charles L. Appleton of New
York, with negro company commanders
and Lieutenants, that was called upon Lo
hold the Germans at bay while the deci-
mated 56th retreated. The jron resist.
ance which the Buffaloes made to th
Germans on this occasion, in the face of
a ternfic fire, won for the battalion the
Croix de Guerre. A little later Bois
Fréhaut was taken by the 92d. The
murderous fire directed sagainst the
swiftly advancing blacks could not deter
them, The Stars and Stripes sail of
this fight:

Probadly the hardest fighting dono by
any Amerlcans in the final hour was that
which engaged the troops of the 28th.
$24. 81at, and Tth Divisfons of tho Bycond
Amarican A'my. who launched a fire-
eating attack above Vigneullez Just =at
dawn on the 1lth. It was no mild thing,
that lant flare of battle, and tho order to

goane firing did not reach the mon In the
front line until the last moment, whan the
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rmt'men spod with it from fox hole to fox
hole.

Numerous officers and privates of the
928 were commended for mentorious
conguct by General Orders. At the close
of hostilitiez the negro division heid ths
iine Yandidres-St. Michel-Xon-Noryy. The
92d suffered a total of 1,478 casuslties,

So the negro soldler, alike of Afriea
and of the United States, played his
part in the great war. Along the north-
east front, in Rheims, on the Marne, at
Mont de Choisy, in the Argonne, before
Metz, these troops held their ground or
broke the enemy lines by theixr uncon-
querable tenacity. As a French writer
put it, “they tought like demons, and
they died like men.”
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