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The offensive against Japan depended upon
United States forces supplemented by such units
as its Allies could spare from commitments
elsewhere. By the autumn of 1943 the United
States was able to supply the Pacific theater with
sufficient ships, planes, ground forces, and sup-
porting equipment 1o undertake operations om a
large scale.

Except for the Solomons and the Aleutians,
where Attu and Kiska had heen retaken, the Jap-
anese still held the perimeter which they had
staked out in 1942. The weakness in their stra-
tegic pattern was the separation of the industria}
homeland from sources ¢f raw material and the
consequent dependence on water transportation
not only ko supply wide-ftlung military and naval
units but also to maintain the Empire economy.
Shipping and the supply routes presented an in-
viting objective, The second possibility was &
hombing attack on the home industries which
could be effeclively conducted once strategic
islands within range had been captured. Both
these objectives could be attained if the United
States won control of the sea in the western Pa-
cific. This in turn required the defeat and, if
possible, the destruction of the Japanese Navy
and the capture by amphibious landings of those
bases necessary to the operations of United
States air and naval forces. From the Marianas
it would be possible to bomb Japan and irom
the Philippines to sever the route to the Southern
Resources Area.

Simultaneous advances were to be e¢onducted
by Southwest and Central Pacific forces. Based
on Ausiralia, the first was to proceed by a series
of amphibious hops along the north coast of New
Guinea to Morotai and thence to the Philippines,
Except for three of the longer jumps, this cam-
paign did not require carrier aviation and could
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be conducted by the Army supported by land-
based air and relatively light naval forces. The
Central Pacific, however, presented the problems
of much longer overawater operations starting
from the Ellice Islands and proceeding from the
Gilberts through the Marshalls and Marianas to
the western Carolines from which a long jump
could he made to the Prilippines in eollabora-
tion with the Southwest Pacific forces. Because
land-based air cover was impossible to maintain
beyond 300 miles from base, carrier aviation
necessarily played a2 major role. As it was ex-
pected that the Japanese Fleet would make its
main resistance in this area, both carriers and
heavy naval units were assigned to the Central
Pacific, With the taking of the Philippines, the
same forces could be withdrawn and used to
move north and west from the Marianas to-
ward the Bonins and Okinawa and finally to

prepare an amphibious assauit on the Japanese
homeland.

The contribution of naval aviation to the
Southwest Pacific advance was largely in recon-
naissance and antishipping attacks. Marine air
units were retained in the northern Solomons and
the Admiralties to interdict bypassed enemy gay-
risons on Bougainville, New Britain, and New
Ireland. In the Central Pacific the Navy had
available both fast and escort carriexs in inereas-
ing numbers, its land-hased and tender-based
squadrons, and Marine garrison air forces. Al-
though the Army Air Forces supplied heavy and
medium bombardment groups as needed, the
nature of the Central Pacific made the theater
primaxily a Navy responsibility, With the
necessary equipment on hand and assured of a
continuing supply of replacements and reinforce-
ments, the United States prepared to launch its
drives at the Japanese Empire.

The summer of 1943 saw the Marine and

Army air units in the Solomons and the Fifth
Axmy Air Force in New Guinea engaged in a
death struggle with Japanese naval awiation

based at Rabaul and Bougainville. Because it
was expected that an advance on the Marshalls
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might be met with opposition of the same inten-
sity and caliber the first steps were cautious.
Airfields were constructed at Funafuti, Nanomesa,
and Nukufetau in the Ellice chain, and Baker
Island was developed as a staging base for Army
bombers based at Canton. Search and photo-
graphic. reconnaissance by Navy squadrons and
bombing by Army aircraft were initiated against
the Gilberts and southern Marshalls. The fast-
carrier forces conducted strikes against Marcus
in August, Tarawa and Makin in September, and
Wake in October. These were in the nature of
training and probing operations for the new
Essex- and Independence-class carriers as they
arrived in the Pacific. By November four large
and five small carriers had been added to the
existing force which comprised only the Enzer-
prise and Seratoga, and a total of eight escort
carriers had been assembled. It was now pos-
sible for the first major carrier-paced offensive
to begin.

The air garrisons in the Gilberts, 100 miles to
the north at Mille in the Marshalls, and 3500

miles to the west at Nauru were overwhelmed
by carrier strikes on 19 and 20 November.

These were carried out by the 11 fast carriers
organized i 4 task groups, the largest carrier
force yet assembled by any navy. On 20 No-
vemher the marines landed on Tarawa, which
fell after 2% days of heavy fighting. The es-
cort carriers and 1 fast-earrier group provided
direct support, while other groups covered the

T

Task Force 38 maneuvering off Japan,
August 17, 1945
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direct support, while other groups covered the
approaches. Makin and Apamama were taken
with ease and although the Japanese Navy made
no effort to contest the landing by surface action,
it did launch a series of troublesome and damag-
ing night torpede attacks by aireraft from Kwa-
jalein.  Despite daily bombings and daylight
fighter patrols the planes staged through Mille
in the evening,

With the Gilberts in {riendly hands prepara-
tions were mace for the assault ou the Marshalls,
Photographic reconnaissance by a carrier task
force on 4 December 1943, confirmed by the
pictures later brought back by Navy Liberators,
showed thal the enemy had fortified Maloelap,
Wolje, and Mille in the outer ring of islands but
had much less extensive installations on Kwa-
jalein and Eniwetok farther to the west and none
at all on Majuro, an atoll with sufficiently large
anchorage for the fleet and land space for an air-
field. Rather than assault the main Japanese
defenses with the resultant heavy casualties as
had occurred at Tarawa, Kwajalein, and Majuro
ecame the first objectives in the Marshalls to be
followed by landings on Eniwetok.

The operation commenced with an air bom-
bardment by Army, Marine, and Navy units
based in the Gilberts. Profiting from the ex-
ample of the enemy at Pear]l Harbor, the fast car-
riers approached from a direction in which Jap-
anese searches were known to be weak. On 29
January 1944 approximately 700 aircraft struck
Kwajalein, Maleolap, and Wotie and by evening
there was not a Japanese plane operational east
of Eniwetok. The latter was cleaned out the
next day. Two landines were made on Kwa-
jalein Atoll, and by 4 February enemy resistance
was overcome. In the meantime Majuroe had
been occupied without opposition, The loss of
bases in the Marshalls caused the Japanese to
withdraw the First Mobile Fleet from Truk, part
to Singapore and the remainder to home waters.

Although it had not beeu plammed to take
Eniwetok until May, the speed with which Kwa-
jalein Atol! had fallen was exploited by changing
plans on the spot. Uncommitted reserves irom
that operation landed on Eniwetok on 17 Febru-
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ary, and within 6 days the aloll was secuve.
Truk was not only the reputed center of Jap-
anese naval strength but was also the hase from
which air reinforcements could have been flown
into the Marshalls. During the capture of Kwa-
jalein and Majuro, night torpedo attacks like
those experienced in the Gilberts had been pre-
veuted by keeping a combat air patrol over Eni-
wetok through which enemy planes would have
had to stage. When an attack on the latter atoll
was scheduled, the time seemed ripe for a raid
against Truk itself. Although the nature and
extent of the enemy installations had heen a

carefully guarded secret, Marine photo-Libera-
tors from the Solomons had obtained a few pie-

tures on 4 February which indicated that an air
strike would be well within the capabilities of
the fast carriers and the targets would be worth
the risk. Achieving complete tactical surprise,
a force of 5 large and 4 light carriers struck
Truk on 16 and 17 February, destroying 26

merchant vessels, 6 warships, and 270 aircrait
and jnflicting damage on installations. One

United States carxier was damaged in a night
aerial-torpedo attack and, with 2 otrer carriers
to provide cover, retired to Pearl Harbor.

Success at Truk led to a decision to turn north
and investigate Japanese bases in the Marianas.
Detected during the approach on 21 February.
the six-carrier force fought its way without sig:
nificant damage through a night-long series oi
attacks by land-based aircraft and carried out
the operation a8 scheduled. 'The Japanese First
Air Fleet, already greatly reduced by actions
inn the Marshalls and at Truk, lost mach of its
remaining strength and the fArst photographs
were obtained of installations and beaches in the
Marianas.

The Truk and Marianas raids demonstrated
the decisive striking and defensive power of the
iast-carrier task force, Although tactical sur
prise was actieved frequently during the war,
the Japanese in the Marianas were fully warned
by their search planes gbowt 18 hours in ad-
vance. The Japanese failure to stop the attack
inchicated that, concentrated in sufficient rumbers

OldMagazineArticles.com



O
TARAWA TO TOKYO

and properly handled, carriexs could operate
against shore-based aircraft even without the
element of surprise,

With the development of United States bases
in the Marshalls, Palag and adjacent atolls be.
came the only Japanese fleet anchorages in the
Central Pacific remaining free from land-based
air attack and recommaissance. To prevent its
use dnring Southwest Pacific operations at Hol-
landia, Palau was chosen as the next target for
the fast carriers. Approaching from the south-
east throughk the Admiralties, the carrviers de-
stroyed the Palau air garrison on 30 March and
a wave of air reinforcements the following day.
A feature of the attack was the first mining by
earrier planes, which effectively closed the har-
bor for a month to 6 weeks. The enemy also
lost 104,000 gross tons of war and merchant
ships including 6 tankers of 47,000 tons, and
150 aircraft were destroyed. ~Because complete
surprise had not heen obtained, 4 war vessels

and 15 to 20 merchantmen had escaped on 29

Maxeh. _
After replenishient the fast-carrier task foree

went on to cover and support the landings of
Southwest Pacific forees at Aitape and Hollandia
on the north coast of New Guinea on 21 April
1944. These landings involved bypassing

strong enemy positions ai Hansa Bay and We-
wak in the longest hop yet made by Southwest

Pacific forces. Although the Fiith Army Air
Force in a series of brilliant operations had de-
stroved enemy air oppoesition in New Guinea, it
was feared that the Japanese might bring up reio-
forcements and attack the amphibious foree he-
yond the range at which land-hased air could
provide continuous caver. The presence of car-
rviers insured carrying out the landings without
interference, and because the enemy refused to
risk further losses, the carrier planes had hittle
to do.

Returning from Hollandia, the fast carriers
styuck a second time at Truk on 29 and 30 April.
Since there were only a few smail craft in the
harbor, the attack was directed against shore in.
stallations and the remaining air strength., Jap-
anese naval officers later testified that the two
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carrier strikes effectively destroyed Truk as an
air and logistics base, & blow from which subse-
guent bomhardment by Army aircraft from Bou-
gainville and Eniwetok prevented all recovery.

Between 29 Januavy and 30 April 1944 fast-
carrier operations not ouly caused the enemy
severe logses In ship and planes, but also pro-
vided information about Japanese installations
in the Carolines, Palaus, and Marianas. From
Eniwetok and other bases in the Marshalls and
from South and Southwest Pacific airfieids on
Bougainville, Green, and Emirau, naval search
planes could continue the collection of inteiis-
gence and carry on antishipping attacks. Ma-
rine garrison air forces effectively neuwtralized
bypassed islands and Army bombers prevented
further use of the great base at Truk and raided
other instaliations.

In the meantime the carrier and amphibicus
forces prepared for landings in the Marianas.
In staging planes from the home islands to the
South Paoific, the enemy had a choice of going
either through Formosa and the Philippines or
through the Bonins and Marianas to the Palaus

and Carolines, Shipping also proceeded along
throughout the day until 1323, when a large

grovp of enemy planes was intexcepted while
preparing to land at Guam. The fighter directors
worked efficiently and only a few small, disor-
ganized flights penetrated to the United States
forces, scoring a homb hit on the South Dakota
and some near misses which caused negligible
damage. In return, the enemy lost 385 planes
in the air and 17 on the ground.

The defeat of the enemy air force altered the
situation so that the planes of the escort caxviers
were sufficient o, protect the amphibious forces.
The fast carriers moved west in pursuit of flee-
ing Japanese naval umits. Alhough United
States submarines had already sunk 2 eremy
carriers, the main fighting strength of the Jap-
anese Fleet remained. Late in the afternoon of
20 hume z strike was launched and caught the
enemy ai exireme range, In the ensuing attack
another carrier and 2 fleet oilers went down and

7 ships were damaged., Even though about 100
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planes were lost either in combat or through
landing on the water when their fuel ran out,
the United States units continued the pursuit
during the night and the next day until it became
evident that all chance of contact had been lost.

The Baitle of the Philippine Sea did not re-
sult in the destruction of the enemy flest, the
bulk of which escaped to home waters, It did,
however, mean the end of Japanese carrier avi-
ation. as an effectiverfighting force. it never
recovered from the loss of itrained amr groups
off Saipan.

The remainder of the Mariapas campaign
passed off without enemy interference, The
fast carriers were rotated by groups for replen-
ishment. Those which remained continued the
nentralization of iwo Jima and gave support io
landings on Guam and Tinian, Even before the
Marine fighter garrison had assnmed control at
Guam, the fast carriers went south to photograph
and pound installations at Palau and Yap. Wita

a final carrier raid and surface bombardment of
the Boning the participation of the fast carriers
ended. ¥From 1} June through 5 August,
United States caxrier aircraft had shot down 915
enemy planes and destroyed another 306 on the
sround. The inner Japanese pevimeter had
been broken and the primary line of commum-
cations with the south severed.

In the summer of 1944 the area separating
Central and Scouthwest Pacific forces was grows
ing smaller. Simultaneous landings at Palan
and Morotai in September would bring them
within 500 miles of one another and make pos-
sible & common advance into the Philippines.
The plan for Palau also included the capture of
Yap and Ulithi in the western Carolines which
would provide safe anchorages for the fleet such
as were not avaiiapie in the Marianas.

Covering and diversionarxy operations by {en-
tral Pacific forces began on 31 August when a
fast-carrier group hit the Bonin and Volcano
Islands followed by further air strikes and eruisex
and destroyer bombardment on 1 and 2 Septen-
ber. In all 54 Japanese aiveraft were destroyed.
The entire task force then raided Palau and Yap
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after which 3 task groups went on for a 6-day

series of attacks on Mindanao in the Philippines,
Because Japanese forces on Mindanao were un:
expectedly weak, the planned attacks were cui
short on 10 September and the carriers moved
north fo fuel and prepare for raids on the
Visayans in the eentral Philippines.

Two days of strikes oz 12 and 13 Septembex
proved much more profitable. Although Jap.
anese air attacks were sporadic and ineffective,
considerable opposition was experienced over
airfields, and the final score showed over 30U
ensmy planes destroved, and 13 laxge mexchan
ships, 20 smaller ones, and 35 sampans i
barges sunk. On conclusion of these strikes, ]
carrier group went south to cover the fandings
on Morotad and 1 east to Palau, while the third
replenished preparatory to attacks on Luzon.

Landings were made by the marines on 1o
Septembeyr on Peleliu Isiand and by the Army

on 17 September on Angaur, with direct air sup-
port furnished by escort carriers augmented by
fast-carrier groups. By 24 September captured
airstrips were In use by shore-hased Marine air-
craft and a heavy-bomber runway was opera-
tional by 16 October. Cavriers were withdrawn
on L October. The only enemy air opposition
had been harmless, night attacks by a single float
plane. Opposition to Southwest Pacific land-
ings at Morotal was light.

From 21 10 24 September the fast-carvier task
force returned to the Philippines.  Airfelds on
Luzon and the harbor of Manila were attacked
for the first tme in almost 3 years of Japanese
occupation. After 2 days with excelient results
the carriers returned once more to the Visayans.
During the month of September, cavrier opera-
tions in ihe Philippines destroved over 800 en-
emy aircraft and sank over 150 vessels without
damage to United Staies ships and with vel.
atively minor losses in planes. The assault on
a land mass defended by hundreds of aireraft
dispersed on scores of fields demonstrated on an
unprecedented seale the ainlity of carriers to
gain and maintzin control of the air and was

hasic to any plan for nvasion.
Because the successes of the fast-earvrier

OldMagazinelrticles.com



10
TARAWA TO TOKYO

steikes and intelligence information indicated
the weakness of Japanese forces 1 the Visayans,
it was decided o move agaiust them as rapidiy
as possible, The plan for the capture of Yap
was dropped, and landings in the Leyvite-Samar
area were scheduled for 20 October 1944 by
faxces under command of General of the Army
MacArthur. The Seventh Fleet, which operated
under General MacArthur, was augmented by
units from the Pacific theater inchiding amphibi-
ous clements, 18 escort carciers, and land- and
tender-based patro! planes, The fast-carrier
task forces were retained under Pacific Fleet
command for covering and supporting the Cen-

tral Pacihe areas and also were assigned mis-
sions in full support of the Leyte operations.

Preliminavy to the landings, air operations
against the Philippines were stepped np. Naval
patrol-piane searches from the Southwest Pacific
were extended to cover the southern and central
Philippines and coordinated searches were made.
by the Fourteenth Army Air Force based i
China. Throughout October the carriexs at-
tacked the Ryukyus, Formesa, and the Philip-
pines, destroying another 1,000 aircrafi. In
the most intense air reaction of the war to date,
the Japanese sent 000 sorties against the task
force attacking Formosa, but the effectiveness
of carrier fighter-plane and antiaiveraft defense
Iimited the damage to 2 cruisers which were
towed back to base.

Directly supported by aircraft from three di-
visions of six escort carriers each, the iandings
commenced with the capture of minor outposts
in tower Leyte Gulf on 17 and 18 October. On
20 Qctober the main landings were made on the
beaches of upper Levie Guli. Althongh iniial
ground oppesition was relatively light, the enemy

committed his entire fleet, )
The Japanese converged upon Leyte Gulf

trom three directions. A southern force, which
rangited the Sulu Sea, was met aud decisively
defeated in a night surface engagement in Suri-
gac Strait.  Fnemy carriers approaching from
the north were destroved by the fast carxiexs off
Cape Engano. Ailthough attacked by air on 24
(ctober as it crossed the Sibuvan Sea, a third
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enemy force succeeded in passing through San
Bernarding Strait and surprised an escort-car-
rier unit off Samar, Despite superiority in
armament and pumbers this force was dnrven
off and retired by the voute it had come under
constant alr attack. The failure of the Jap-
anese to carry oft a daring maneuver may be
attributed to skillinl handling of the clder hat-
tleships and to the efficiency of United States
radars that trned the engagement al Surigao

inte 2 disaster and also to the enemy’s inability
to coardinate land-based air with the movements

of hig fleet, As a result, the Japanese lost 4
carriers, 3 battleships, 10 cruisexs, 9 destroyers,
a submarine, and some 370 aireraft compared
with the United States losses of a light carrier,
2 escort carriers, 2 destrovers, a destroyer escort,
and 99 pianes,

With' the Batte for Leyte Gulf control of the
sea passed completely inic the hands of the
Jnited States. The Japanese Navy reased to
exist as an effective fighting force. Although
at Coral Sea, Midway, and the Philippine Sea
contact had been hetween air components of the
respeetive fleets, the Battle for Leyte Guif, one
of the great naval engagements of history, was
a combined air-surface action, which demon-
strated the Integration and Sfexibility of the
United States naval forces. It was the combi-
nation of various agents thai brought victory as
the following tabulation of enemy losses will
show: 13 war vessels were sunk by carrier air-
craft alone, 8 by naval suriace ships alone, 2 by
submarines alone; a cruiser, crippled by sur-
face action, was later sunk by carrier aircraft;
a second such eripple sank after repeated heavy
attacks by Army B-24s; a carrier, mortally
damaged by carrier air attack, was sunk by sur-
face action; and a eruiser damaged by carrier
awreratt was sunk by a submarine.

Dnited States. baitle damage and aircraft
losses had torced one of the three escort-carriex
units to retire, and a second was bhadly hurt by
saicide attacks. This reduction in air strength
at the ebjective area made it necessary to call in
the fast earriers for close suppert. For the ye-
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mainder of the month the fast carriers flew
fighter sweeps over the Visayans and Luwon.
On 27 October, with only one airfield in opera-
tion, the Army's Far East Air Forces assumed
responsibility for air defense and support of
troops in the Leyte-Samar ares, and within &
few days the remaining carriers withdrew. Be-
cause the Japanese were making strenuocus

efforts to Increase their Philippine aiv strength
andd on 1 November made strong suicide attacks
which ‘sank one destroyer and damaged three
others in Leyte Gulf, the Southwest Pacific com-
mand immediately requestéd further assistance
from the carrier forces. A long-planned car-
rier atfack on the Empire was abandoned and
throughout November the fast carriets con~
tinued o sirike at Japanese alreraft and shipping
in the cenfral Philippines and on Luzon. Over
700 aircraft and 134,000 tons of shipping were
destroyed-in these attacks,

Although bad weather severely hampered air-
field construction, by early December, Army and
Marine shore-based squadrous had tsken over
control of the air around Leyte. With the
ground campaign progressing satisfactorily,
Southwest Pacific. forees prepared to resume
their adveance by landing on Mindore Island.
Since the invasion fleet weunld have to move
through confined waters within the Philippine
Archipelago, where it would be peculiarly vul-
nerable to enemy air attack,-direct coverage was
furnished from escort carriers of the Seventh
Fleet, which heat off suicide attacks and re-
stricted losses to two L5T's sunk and a cruiser
and destroyer damaged. To prevent enemy air
operations at the source three fast.carrier task
groups maintained continuous air patrols over
Japanese fieids on Luzon, Often refexred to as
the Navy’s roiling blanket, this new technique
accounted for 298 enemy planes in three days,
three-fourths of them on the ground. A fur-
ther 45 Japanese aircraft swere shot ‘down by the
combat patrols of the escort carriers and another
55 were either destroyed by ships® gunfire or
expended themselves in suicide dives.

With Mimdoro in the hands of United States
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troops and with the end of organized resistance
at Leyte on 20 December, the way was open to
commense operations against the important Lu-
ZOn ares, the center of Japanese power in ihe
islands. Army aireraft began a series of strikes
on the great complex of airfields around Manila
and completed the disorganization of Japanese
air forces which had been weil advanced by over
three months of carrier-plane attacks. Already
1,500 enemy planes had heen destroyed on the
ground in the Philippines and during the three-
meonth period carrier aireraft had aeccounted for
3,800 Japanese planes in the air and on the
ground in the Philippines-Formosa-Ryukyus
area.

The climax ef the Philippine campsign was
the mmvasion of Lingayen Gulf in western Luzon,
The military objectives of the operation were the
seizure of the central Luzon plain and the Ma-
nila area and the denial to the enemy of the
northern entrance to the South China Sea. The
reinforeed Seventh Fleet was to transport, pro-
tect, and land ‘the invasion. forces by a route
passing west of Luzon through the inland waters
of the Philippines. Direct air support was to be
provided by escort carriers while the Army Aix
Forces neutralized Japanese air hases to the
south. and the fast carriers took care of those m
¥ormosa, the Ryukus, and northern Luzon,

Avmy heavy bembers began raiding Luzon
airfelds on 22 December. Navy search planes
from Leyie and Mindoro, coordinated with
long-range atrcrsfet from China, extended their
patrols of the sea approaches to cover all the
Philippines and the South China Sea. On 3
January, as minesweeping, bombardment, and
escort-caxrier unpits started their northward ad-
vance through the Sulu Sea, the fast earriers
mitiated 2 days of strikes against Formosa and
the Byukyus. Despite Japanese efiorts at dis-
persal and camouflage, over 100 aircraft were
destroyed, the majority on.the ground. De-
signed to prevent reinforcement of Japanese air
power on Luzon, this effort also reduced the
number of planes on Formosa waich were avail-
able for direct attacks on United States forces in
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Lingayen Gali. On 4 Jannary 1945, the

hoarded remnants of the Philippine air garrison
began suicide attacks om the advancitig ships,
sinking an escort carrier. Un the foliowing day
Kamikazes caused daimage to another escort
carrier, 2 cruisers, and a destrover. To relieve
the escort carriers already fully occupied with
defense of the amphibious flest, the Scuthwest
Pacific command requested that the fast carriers
operate south of their originally designated area
s0 as fo eover the chain of bases centered around
Claxk Field near Manila, Repeated strikes on
& and 7 January destroyved over 110 enemy
planes and combined with the sweep of land-
based planes and the activities of the escort
carriers, reduced enemy sorties from about 130
on the sixth to less than half that number on
the seventh.

Some aircraflt, however, escaped the vigilance
of the attacking forces. Sinee every Japavese
plane, except 2 handful reserved for the evacu-
ation of staff officers, was designated for a sw-
cide mission, ihe invasion forees were exposed
to serious danger. Although Japanese orders
directed that Kamzkazes concenirate on the trans-
ports, actzally the combatant- ships in Lingayen
Gulf received the heaviest damage. The situ-
ation appeared so serious that the fast carriers,
which had planned to attack Formosa on 7 Jan-
uary, were retained to continue their. raids on
Luzon. Kamikazes continued fo appear in twos
and threes for a week or more but they were
merely the remnants of the enemy air forees in
the Philippines. On 8 January, the Japanese
naval ajr commander had left for Singapore and.
his staff for Formosa, while the commanding
general of the Fourth Air Army retired, without
his army, to the hills of Luzon,

The troops went ashore en 9 January. The
concquest of the Luzon plain tured out to be
easier than expected, and without =air sup-
port the enemy could put up effective resistance
alr support, the escort carriers withdrew. Al-
though the Japanese continued te hold out m
parts of the Philippines until the end of the war,
the principal naval advantages of the reconquest
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were gained by mid-Jannary., United States
torces not only controiled the sea but had sev-
ered the last route fo the Southern Resources
Area. Between 10 and 19 January the fast
earriers were in the South Ching Sea, and.
American planes destroyed 57 ships along the
coast of Asia, ranging as far south as Camranh
Bay in Indo-China. Snuch small vessels as the
Japanese tried to slip through after January
were effectively checked by the collaboration of
submarines and naval land-based patrol planes.

The Philippines campaign reveaied the poor
state of the Japanese air force. Although pro-
duction of planes had been increased in 1943
and 1944 so that more aiveraft were available
than ever belors and even though the quality of

the planes improved, the ratic of losses in com-
bat mounted higher and higher. All United

(continued)
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