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WHAT DOES HITLER WANT?

Q. If these are Hitler's plans for Europe, what does he
intend to do with Africa, Asia, and America if he wins?

A. He intends to swallow piece by piece the entire world,
but since he cannot do so by immediate, world-wide con-
quest, he would like to be allowed periods of negotiated
peace during which he could allow his forces to recuperate
while by soothing reassurances he lulls that part of the
world not yet under his dominion, into a state of helpless-
ness. If he could, after the conquest of Russia, make a
negotiated peace with Britain and tacitly, with the United
States, he would expect, after a breathing spell, to be
stronger relative to the combined strength of Britain and
America than he is now. When his superiority in strength
had reached a certain point, he would attack again.

(. Have you any idea what kind of negotiated peace Hit-
ler would consider acceptable?
A. Fortunately Axis sources have given us a rather com-

plete blueprint of what they would consider acceptable
terms of a negotiated peace. Reduced to a few words, their
terms are: Surrender by Britain and America of control of
the seas by reduction of the British and American navies to
parity with the Axis and demilitarization of British and
American naval bases outside home waters; German
dominion over all Europe, most of Africa, and parts of
Asia; Japanese control of the rest of Asia; and the United
States to open the doors of Latin America to Axis enter-
prise.

Q. Do you mean that those are serious terms suggested for
a so-called negotiated peace? What is the source of these
terms?

A. It is the version put out by the Japanese Foreign Office
through its organ the Japan Times Advertiser, April 29,
1041, as a trial balloon. It remains the most comprehensive
statement of Axis terms yet issued. Since the British gov-
ernment ignored it, and the British and American press
derided it, Germany dropped the idea for the moment, but
you may be sure it has not been dropped for good. Seven
weeks after its publication Hitler sent his armies into Russia.
When he has attained his goal there, it seems highly prob-
able he will again offer peace and when he does, the general
outline of his terms will probably follow this statement.
One has only to remember that since the issuance of this
provincial peace text Russia has been stricken from the list

of “the nations called upon to settle world peace” and has
been added as a victim.

(). Have you the text of these Hitler terms?

A. Yes. The Axis statement begins with the declaration that
the day of small or weak nations is over, and no nation
which cannot stand on its own feet may be permitted to
exist.

“I. The strongest powers must have the greatest oppor-
tunities of developing the world and disposing of such
questions as spheres of influence, resources, and type of

government. This is the law of nature and attempts to main-
tain the status quo of dominant powers who cannot con-
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tinue to function through their strength but onlysthrough
alliances must break down.”

The reference here of course is to such colonial powers
as France, Holland, Belgium, etc.

“2. The nations called upon to settle world peace would
be Germany, with Italy as a junior partner, Japan, the
British Empire, and the United States. Such a peace should
include: a. Parity of naval strength of Britain and the
United States on one hand, and the Axis powers on the
other hand, with a naval holiday after this is established.”

This is the key to the intention of the whole peace. Since
the British and American navies are about double the
strength of the Axis powers, so long as the British hold out
we together could continue effectively to control the seas.
If we were to consent to a naval agreement reducing our
and the British strength to the strength of the Axis, and at
the same time demilitarize our naval bases as demanded
in other paragraphs, effective sea power would pass to the
Axis.

“b. Demilitarization of such strongholds as Gibraltar, the

Eastern Mediterranean, Malta, Aden, Red Sea, Singapore,
and Hong Kong, as well as all United States bases in the
Pacific and any projects in the Aleutian Islands reaching
out toward Japan.”
This paragraph would complete the conquest of sea
power by the Axis and would render defenseless all the
British Empire’s Far Eastern possessions and our Philip-
pines and Alaska.

“c. Complete withdrawal of the British Navv from the
Mediterranean and Joint Anglo-Axis administration of the
Suez Canal.”

Withdrawal of the British Navy would give mastery of
the Mediterranean to the Axis, which would automatically
control the Suez Canal. To offer “joint Anglo-Axis admin-
istration of the Suez Canal” is a sop which only underlines
the grotesque nature of a Hitler-negotiated peace.

“d. All North Africa from the Straits of Gibraltar to
Somaliland to be placed at the disposition of the Axis,
though France may be permitted to retain colonies under
certain conditions of co-administration. Certain British and
African colonies to be placed under German and Italian
control. South Africa would be required to have complete
independence and abolish trade preference tariffs.”

The last sentence means that South Africa should leave
the British Empire. For the United States, the significant
thing here is that Germany would control the naval, air,
and military bases of Africa including Dakar opposite
Brazil.

“e. Continental Europe to be organized into a corporate
state under the Reich with domestic autonomy for unit
members whose economic and political cooperation would
be based on Berlin.”

There for all to read is the future map of Europe. The
name of Europe itself will scarcely be needed any more,
save as a geographical term once used to identify the conti-
nent now known as Great Germany. No more France,
Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzer-
land. All will come under the Nazi yoke, even Spain and
Portugal and the states which yielded without a struggle,
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria. You ask, but isn’t this the
unification of Europe we have all been hoping for? The
answer is no, because what the world needed was a Europe
voluntarily united in a United States of Europe, or whatever
clse you wanted to call it, for the purpose of promoting
the mutual prosperity, health, and happiness of all its mem-
bers. Hitler Europe’s avowed object is to confiscate and
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exploit the resources of the conquered states and to employ
their man power as slaves for the exclusive, perpetual benefit
of the “master race.” This is not a new Commonwealth of
Nations; it is the first step in the Nazis’ program for the
systematic degradation of the human race.

“f. The United Kingdom to remain the heart of the
British Empire with a gradual transfer of authority to .
Canada.” |

“g. The German sphere of influence may go as far as the
Sea of Marmora unless that were handed over to the joint
administration of Turkey and Soviet Russia. But Germany
may demand participation in the oil wells of Iraq and Iran.”

This paragraph has been rendered obsolete by the Ger-
man invasion of Russia. Germany certainly hopes eventually
to get all the oil of Iraq and Iran,

“h. The United States’ sphere of influence would be
Canada, Central and South America, Newfoundland, and
Greenland with islands and regional waters, but the United
States would undertake not to form any hegemony over
South America inimical to the Axis and would accord the
fullest freedom and equality of opportunity to Germany
and her Allies in that continental brotherhood. No Amer-
ican naval bases would be west of Hawaii, and that strong-
hold would be reduced in importance.”

“i. In the Pacific the Netherlands Indies might be de-
tached from the Netherlands and placed under an independ-
ent government with native participation, and British
possessions would obtain increasing independence. Through-
out all these Pacific islands, Japanese advisors would be
admitted and entrusted with the duty of rationalizing
forms of cooperation in the ‘co-prosperity sphere.” French
Indo-China would receive independence on the same terms.”

“j. Australia would remain within the British Empire,
but would eliminate immigration bars and allow Japanese
settlement on terms of equality.”

“k. India would obtain self-government.”

The most ironic paragraph of this peace offer is the last:

“/. Religious and political liberty would be enjoined
throughout the world.”

O. Why do they call it a negotiated peace?

A. It is not “negotiated.” It is a dictated peace; it represents
a complete Hitler victory but that is the only kind of nego-
tiated peace he would consider until he is himself defeated.

Q. But.is it possible that these are authentic, genuine terms
of the Axis? It seems to me that the publication of such
arrogant demands upon America was an undiplomatic step,
contrary to the interests of the Axis, since it would be bound
to arouse our indignation.

A. It was a “semi-official” publication of the Japanese For-
eign Office at the very time when the then Foreign Minister
Matsuoka advised Anthony Eden that Japan was ready to
mediate a negotiated peace if she were requested to do so.
Its authentic character can hardly be questioned. If it is
arrogant it is because the Axis is arrogant, and considers
that Britain is already beaten and that the United States
was beaten before she began to fight. As the Japan Times
Advertiser put it: “These may be called victors’ terms but
the Axis powers have achieved a dominant position per-
mitting liberty of dictation.” These terms could not be
worse if we had entered the war and lost it. They would
mean that from now on until perhaps centuries later when
the Nazis shall have become soft and self-indulgent and

until some new, rougher race arose to oust them, the Ger-
mans would rule the earth. For of course if Britain or
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America were to be willing to accept such terms it would
prove they really were beaten.

During the period immediately after the signing of the
negotiated peace which would be used by the Germans to

consolidate and strengthen their military position, we should
probably be allowed to retain our nominal sovereignty, al-

though we should not be able to do anything in the realm
of foreign politics or economics that was not permitted by
Germany.

(). But aren’t these terms of a negotiated peace somewhat
dated now since the German attack on Russia? Hasn't the
unexpectedly strong Russian resistance diminished Hitler's
feeling that he can already dictate as a victor?

A. No doubt Hitler’s arrogance has been reduced at least a
little since the “scum of the earth” checked his warriors, but
the Russian setback to Hitler has been only that, and it has
not yet changed his long-range plans. He still aspires to
conquer the world and he still believes he can do it, and
any negotiated peace he may offer, whether it is the one
whose terms we have just discussed, or some other terms
more fitted to the moment, will be calculated to give the
Germans a respite in preparation for resumption of the war.
That, after all, is the important point to remember. Specific
terms are at this juncture unimportant. It is only essential
to remember that any negotiated peace with Hitler would
not be a peace at all, but only a truce to which Hitler would
never agree unless he believed he would thereby be strength-
ened for renewal of the war. We can never emphasize too
much that there is no such thing as a peace with Hitler;
there is no such thing as a peaceful Hitler; Hitler will either
conquer or be conquered.

Q. What kind of a peace would we make if we win the
war?

A. That is more difficult to forecast than to sketch the
outlines of a Hitler world. His peace is engraved in his past
and blueprinted in his program. We know what it is like, a
simple pattern of masters and slaves. All we can say posi-
tively about our postwar world is that the British and
Americans and the populations of Hitler’s conquered terri-
tory, wish it to be a world in which there shall be no masters
or slaves; we want justice for everybody, and all the liberty
possible, and we want to get rid of fear and want. We
know we will not be able to get all this but the difference
between us and Hitler is that Hitler does not even want
such a world.
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