Why We Went to War

We shall fight for the things which we have al-
ways carried mearest our hearts, for democracy, for
the right of those who submit to authority to have a
voice in their own governments, for the rights and lib-
erties of small nations, for a universal dominion of
right by such a concert of free peoples as shall bring
peace and safety to all nations and make the world
itself at last free—From Wilson’s War Address to

Congress, April 2, 1917.

Woodrow Wilson’s Wisest Words

They imply, first of all, that it must be a peace
without victory. . . . Only a peace between equals can
last. Only a peace the very principle of which is
equality and a common participation in a common
benefit. The right state of mind, the right feeling be-
tween nations, is as necessary for a lasting peace as 18
the just settlement of vexed questions of territory or
of racial and national allegiance. . . . I am proposing,
a8 it were, that the nations should with one accord
adopt the doctrine of President Monroe as the doctrine
of the world: that mo nation should seek to extend its
polity over any other nation or people, but that every
people should be left free to determine its own polity,
ite own way of development, unhindered, unthreatened,
unafraid, the little along with the great and powerfil.
—From Woodrow Wilson’s Address to the Senate,

January 22, 1917,
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