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CANADA'S PILAN OF AVIERTING THE
YELLOW PERIL

SIR WILFRID LAURIER in his capacity

of Prime Minister of Canada has made
many notable addresses; but it is doubtful if
he ever made a more conviuncing one than
that delivered by him on the occasion of his
tast visit to Vancouver, when he dealt with
the sublect of Asiatic immigration. Perhaps,
says Canadion Life and Resouvces, not since
the eatly vears of British Columbia's history
as 4 member of the Canadian Confederation,
when the delay in building the Canadian:
Pacific Railway threatened to break the
newly formed ties uniting the people of the
Pacific Coast with those of Eastern Canada,
had there ariser in that Province a question
s0 Charged with the possihilities of serious
trouble. Sir Wilizid faced the problem
squarely, and discussed it frankly and fully.
There were several interests to be ¢omsidered:
the interests of the prople on the Coast;
those of Canada as a whole; and, above ali,

the interests of the Empire. The Prime
Minster went on to say:

Looking to the fact that the interest of Britain is
worth while, it shouid be our paramount consider-
aticn as Canadian and Brivish subjects to preserve
{ricndly relations between Great Britain and the
Asiatice. To maintain these good reiations, im-
migration must be controlied, checked and kept
within reasonable bounds, . . . For countless

encrations the nations of Asia had been ground
own by despotism and were m a condition of
E)eélury and dejection as to food, garment and
ging, Frugality became sordidness and the
Oriental was abie to work on 1;:he fraction of the
wage pecessary 0 maintaina white man inrespect.
abiiity. To admit the Oriental indiscriminately
under such circuristances would be to create an
economic disturbance franght with evil conse-
quences.

Sir Wilfrid reminded his audience that
under the government of the late Sir Jobn
Macdonald a head-tax of $200 was put on
the Chinese. The present government had
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been asked to increase tlus to $soo and to
place the same amount onr the Japanese.

With the first proposition he had agreed.
No nationel or imperial relations were in-
volved. With the japanese it was different,
{lose and friendly relations existed between
them and the government of King (eorge.
The Premier had therefore a to r#ne
Japaneseé consul not to force Canada to repel
his people, and had suggested that the
Jwﬁe Government control the matter
itself,

_ The result was an engagement to limit immigra-
tion to 4191? per year, which operated from 1900 to
1907, er the government of Japan turned
a new leaf, adopting mary British institutions.
Canada became a party ta the commerciat treaty
with Japanr. 1Ia rgoy thers was a sudden infiux of
Japanese immigration. It was charged that the
treaty had overridden the agreement. Hon. Mr.
Lemieux was despatched to Tokyo, and was able to
sccure the re-enactment of the immigration re-
striction, This undertaking had been scrupulousty
observed to tHe present time,

Now a new problem had been presented in
a new immigration—this time from the
British. country of India. Hindoos were em-

ployed in cement works and clsewhere on the
Pacific Coast. To quote Sir Willrid further:

_ These mern could not be turned back ignomin-
iously by a man who prides himself on being
a British subjece. True, the color of their skin was
riot the same, but they were British subjects, many
wearing uniforms and fighting British battles.
Hon, Mackenzie King was sent to Calcntra, His
migsion was conhdential, but since that time not
one other mas had come from [ndia.

. Now, Irankiy, which is the better method? Why
ts et my vigion as good as the vision of these men
who attacked me? . . ., California offered to
humble the Japanese and Chinese residents, and
the President o??:he United States had to po down -
on his knees and beg the focal suthorities to change
their tadtics.

Britain adopted a different method.
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