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The Negro’s Northward Exodus

ROADER GROW THE BLACK BELTS in Narthern
citics—in New Yock, Philudelphin, Detfroit, Pitts-
burgh, aud Chicago.

Northward und cityward the Soutl:een Negro is wending his way,

Census figures released i Washington now focus tho atten-
tion of the nstion’s editors on this syrnificant treod; amd not a
[ew of them seek to uncarth the jocaning of what the Ashoville
(N. C.) Citizen calls ' a populntion shift of the geeateat potential
maportance.”  This paper suminarvizes the ccosus stutistios:

“Oul of a tatnl Negro population of 11,891,143, the census
shiows that 9,361,577 are in the South, nn ineresso foy the decade
of b per cent.: while 2,106,219 are in the North, sn increass for
the decude of 1.0 per cont,  The West now has 120,347 Negroes,
or 3.1 per cont, nore than 120,

“Thuring the tensyear pxriod the Negro populution af the
Nortd und West inereased by 9786466, us compared with an in-
ceenso in the South of 449,346,

"It i3 clear feomn these Agumes that st lesst three-quartens of n
mollion Nuegroes migzated from the South durdng the deeado.

“Threa Sonthéern States—CGronma. Vieginia and  South
Carvoling-—showed un uctunl loss in Negro population. Michignn
ghowed a Negro pgnin of 182 per eent., New York of 108 por
cent., Thineis of 80 per ceal., New Jersey of 783 per cent.,
Ohio of 6.1 per cent., nnd Pennsylvania of 5.15 per cent.

“These are striking changes. The great hulk of the Negro
population 13 £1ill In the South, but tha implicationa of the fact
that alinost two-thirds of the whole increase in Negro popuolation
from 1020 to 930 acenrred in the North are the moro farreac-
ing, bocauso this is true,"

Tua Raleagh Neaws ard Qbseryer notes Lhat the batl-weevil in
tbe dueep South fipst drove tho rural Negro from tho cotion-
flclds to the grest urban centers,

The Wushington correspondent of the Baltimare Sun s more
intervzted in the political potentinlities of tlis migrstion Coom
cotlon belt to city steents.  [9 4 Negro bloe imiminent in muonje
cipnl pabties? The Sun corcesponcdent spoculates:

“Concentrated lnorssses in the Nogro population of certain
Northern Slates, ns contrasted with glight gains—and in somo
enses actunl losses~in numbees of the mee in the South, is giving
pauss to practical politicians coneerned with the spectler of an
onzantized Negro bloe.

“Whethee such & developinent is imminent s opon 1o question,
but. political leaders agreo there iz 4 tmd in hat direction
through continving migeation of the Negro from thasoe States
wheee voting i difieule, of not downnght impossible for lim, to
havens where he engoys the frunchizo without inleeference.”

Wntuog io the New York Heeold Pribune, ltev. Hears Hugh
roctor, colored pastor of Lhe Nuxarene Congregrational Cliurels,
Brooklyn, asserls this exodus to bo “the grastest sinea [smal
left Byypt.” Thig anslyst gives three reasons for the drile:

“The fArst of the three masons was the eall for labor fron
the North, due to tho Labor vienum esuged Ly the Woeld War.

“Another was dno o the ill-teeat:nent they have reecived in
the South s the sftecimath of slnvery.

"Tho other wus Lhe pascion of a race, Jong supprest, to find
itself in Lhe American democracy, inspired as its militant sops
were by their expertencss i Lhe World War.”
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