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EFORE the news came over the radio from San

Francisco, the GlIs in the Eighth Army casual
camp in the Philippines were talking mostly
ahout the new adjusted-service-rating cards that
two men, fresh from the States, had brought along
with their service records and Form 20s. Then an
infantryman back from morning chow said that
the President had died from a heart attack. An-
other guy was positive he had been killed in a
plane accident on his way to Berlin to sign the
peace treaty. _

When they got the story straight and realized
that it wasn't just another rumor, everybody in
the camp was stunned and bewildered.

Pvt. Howard McWatters of Nevada City, Calif.,
just released from the hospital and waiting to go
back to the Americal Division, shook his head
slowly. “Roosevelt made a lot of mistakes,” he
said. “But I think he did the best he could, and
when he made mistakes he usually admitted it.
Nobody could compare with him as President.”

Pfc. David Smith of Council Bluffs, Iowa, a
railroad man in civilian life and a tank gunner
in the Army, said, “Now I suppose the Germans
and Japs will think they’ll get something weaker
than unconditional surrender. I suppose they
identified Roosevelt with our country so long that
they think Roosevelt is America.”

There was more talk about the dead President
and the new one. Somebody remarked that when
you were in a casual camp in the Philippines, you
were pretty far away from things. Then gradu-
ally the conversation swung back toward the
adjusted-service-rating cards, and an argument
started about demobilization points.

In Rome the Allied Command closed its places
of amusement and the Italian officials shut down
the civilian movies, the schools, the banks and
the opera. I came out of my tent this morning,”
sald Pfc. Fred Carlson of New York City, and
the 1st Replacement Depot, “and I saw the flag
at half mast. I asked who was dead. Then they
told me. I hope it won't work out like when we
lost Wilson after the last war.”

Pvt. A. J. Smith of Naperville, Ill., -an MP in
Rome, was in the President’s motorcycle escort
when he visited Oran in 1943. “I stood very close
when he came down the gangplank from the
ITowa,” he said. “He looked tired and aged then.”

A Navy lifeguard spread the news among the
GIs and sailors on Waikiki Beach in Honolulu.
Most of them walked into the exclusive Qutrigger
Canoe Club, which is ordinarily reserved for
members only, and sat silently by the radio in
their swim suits, listening to the reports of what
had happened in Warm Springs.

At Payne Field, the big ATC base near Cairo,
Cpl. George Patcheck of Chicago was reading the
story in the Middle East Stars and Stripes while
he waited for customers at the information desk
in the terminal building. Cpl. O. H. Seals of Mor-
ristown, N. J., was looking over his shoulder.

“It happens to everybody,” Seals said. “The big
ones, too.”

“But he was an awful smart guy,” Patcheck said.

“Sure,” Seals said. *‘But he’s not the only smart
guy. We've got others. Lots of them.”

Sgt. Bob Bouwsma was reading the final item
of the 5 o'clock newscast in the Armed Forces
Radio Service station in Panama when Cpl. Reu-
ben Diaz, the station’s Spanish announcer, handed
him the flash. GIs hearing it at supper in the
m.ess halls didn't believe it at first. Then the sta-
tion’'s phone started to ring. Sgt. Jim Weathers
would pick it up and say, “Yes, it's true.” “Yg
it’s true.” he said to each call. “Yes, it's true.”

In Sydrey, Australia, Sgt. Lloyd P. Stallingg
of San Antonio, Tex., said, “I came down here
to have a good time, but now I don't feel g,
cheerful.”

Pvt. J. D. Cotter of the Australian Army said,
“Wish I knew more about this new bloke.”

Outside the Grand Hotel in Paris, Pfc.” Lester
Rebuck, a medic from the 104th Division, said:
“It was just like somebody socked me in the
stomach when I wasn’t looking. I just couldn't
get it through my head he was really dead. For
my money, that guy was one of the greatest guys
that ever lived. You can put him next to Lincoln
or. Washington or anybody.” |

—YANK Staff Correspondents
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