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Emuly Post on the Language of Hollywood

At the tail~end of a vey long interview concerning the problems

in which Hollywood movies depict polite society, the legendary
manners maven, Emily Post was asked one more question...

“And now,” Mrs. Post leaned back,
“I hope I’ve answered enough questions
for you.”

“All but one,” 1 assured her.,

“And what might that be?”

“English, pure and simple.”

Mrs. Post laughed. “I'm afraid to
speak about that, for I'm really a kind

feelings. But it is true that your scenie
designer may furnish a faultless set, a
star’s gown may be flawless . . . every-
thing can look like society ... but
talking is the dead give-away.”

And because this fault, so glaring,
can so easily be corrected, I prevailed
upon Mrs. Post to give us part of her

 cuse me”

person. I don’t like to hurt people’s preferred list of English “don’ts”
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