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Persistent Fight

Myrs. Sanger’s Persistence is Characteristic

In New York the past fortnight, Mrs.
Edith How-Martyn of England ad-
dressed a large group of men and
women on a subject that remains con-
troversial in almost all countries of
the world. Her underlying theme had
to do with health, but she dealt spe-
cifically with birth control.

At the meeting with her was Mrs.
Margaret Sanger, president of the
Birth Control International Informa-
tion Center and widely known for. her
frequent tilts with officials who ob-
ject to her organization’s purposes.
Although Mrs. Sanger is perhaps the
more experienced campaigner of the
two, Mrs. How-Martyn, as a foreign
guest, did all the talking.

After a world tour, said Mrs. How-
Martyn, and after a study of the field
far and wide, she was forced to ob-
serve that more abortions were per-
formed in the United States than in
any other couniry abroad. -This she
blamed largely on the fact that the
dissemination of birth control infor-
mation is not allowed in America.

“The challenge to women,” she said
further, stressing world health impli-
cations, “is what are they doing to
lessen the annual sacrifice of the mil-
lion women who die in childbirth, and
the 10,000,000 babies who die before
their first birthdav?”

As her solution to part of this prob-
lem, Mrs. How-Martyn suggested that
a center be established at Geneva, the
~League of Nations city, for the ‘“co-
ordination and dissemination’ of birth
control information.

The English woman’s talk was much

like the many that have been delivered
on the subject for many years past,
but Mrs. Sanger listened attentively
because not even repetition dampens
the ardor of her long fight for legisla-
tive recognition of birth control.

In the current issue of “The North
American Review,” Genevieve Park-
hurst writes of Mrs. Sanger and her
work. The article points out how the
control movement has come up against
the strong opposition of a large sec-
tion of the public, medical and re-
ligious. Its greatest opponent has
been the Catholic Church, which sees
deep moral danger in Mrs. Sanger’s
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Mrs. Sanger

principles. Others in the opposition
include a nmmber of doctors and mem-
bers of church societies.

Persistency has been characteristic
of Mrs. Sanger, however. Principally
because of her long campaign, 235
birth control clinics have been made
lawful in the United States. As a young
woman she wanted to be a physician
but her father found it difficult to sup-
port 11 children, so she became' a
nurse,

In 1913 Mrs. Sanger started a maga-
zine called “The Women Rebel” which
was quickly banned by postal author-
ities. For some time after that she
faced trouble, sometimes landing in
jail and sometimes being fined. Today
the imprisonment threat has passed,
but sincere and serious opposition to
her movement continues to be strong.
For that reason her fight has not less-
ened and she is constantly glad to lis-
ten to women like Mrs. How-Martyn
say the very things she said years ago.
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