Martha’s A Good
Bet For Stardom

Little Miss Vickers Has Stepped Boldly From Being an
Artists’ Model to Top-Flight Movies

BY DON ALLEN

Martha Yickers has long been a favorite subiect with photographers
the coumtry over and the reasons here are obvious Typical of
America’s young womanhood, she is 5 feet 4 and werghs

104 pounds.

he career of Martha Vickers is perfect evi-

dence that the *“if at first you don’t
succeed—" method is still a good one. After a
couple of unsuccessful starts in Hollywood,
Martha is now under contract to Warner Bros.
studios where she is considered to be an ex-
cellent bet for stardom.

Her first picture at Warners was “The Big
Sleep” under the guiding hand of Director
Howard Hawks. The picture, as yet unre-
leased, stars the famous team of Bogart and
Bacall. Miss Vickers played the part of the
schizophrenic young sister, a highly dramatic
part that gave her a fine opportunity for emo-
tional acting. Studio executives who have seen
it are very enthusiastic over her work.

Miss Vickers has completed one picture since
“The Big Sleep” and is currently working in a
third. so there is a possibility that she will have
completed three films before the public gets a

glimpse of her on the screen. Her second pic-
ture is called *'*The Time, the Place and the

Girl” in which she has the leading feminine
role opposite Dennis Morgan and Jack Carson.
She is currently working in the picture called
“The Man I Love" in which she will have
featured billing along with such other im-
portant players as Ida Lupino. Robert Alda
and Andrea King.
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MISS VICKERS drives the hackney show pony
while visiting on Harry Warner's ranch estate.
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MARTHA LIKES horses, says she once picked
cight winners in a single day at the races.

Martha got her first start in pictures through
her work as a photographer's model. When
she was 15 she was sitting in a drive-in in
Long Beach and a famous eover photographer
saw her. He asked her if she would pose for
him." She did, and the result was a cover pic-
ture on Liberty. After that she worked for
most of the well known Hollywood cover and
fashion photographers such as Hurrell, Hesse
and Engstead.

<+ + » *

color photograph of her was seen by David

Selznick, who forthwith signed her. Selz-
nick gave her drama and diction lessons for a
year without casting her in a picture, and
when option time came up her contract was
dropped. That, naturally, was a great disap-
pointment to her, but she went back to model-
ing and it wasn't long beforc a well-known
Hollywood agent took her under his wing and

A DALMATIAN and her pups in the stables
interest the photogenic, nature-loving Martha,

got her a contract at R-K-O studios. Here
again she took lessons but did little actual
work. However, she did play small parts in
two pictures, but again when option time came
up her contract was not rencwed.

This was disappointment No. 2 and Martha
was beginning to fecel she could not make a
career of the movies. She returned again to
modelhihg and did considerable work for Tom
Kelley the well-known cover artist. One day
Howard Hawks called Kelley and asked him if
he knew any girls who might be good possi-
bilities for a part in his new picture. Kelley
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Little Miss Vickers

suggested Miss Vickers and. as a result, Hawks
tested her and finally assigned her to the part.
The result is history.

Miss Vickers was born in Ann Arbor, Mich.,
on May 28. 1925. Her father worked for the
Ford Motor Co. and. consequently, Martha
spent her early years in Chicago, Miami, St.
Petersburg. Detroit and Dallas before going
west with her family in 1940.

~as “Carmen Sternwood " in The Big Sleep
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