WAS BELLEAU WOOD
“MAGNIFICENT BUT

NOT WAR™?
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By courteay of D. Appleton & Company

WHERE THE SECOND DIVISION WON ITS SPURS

Belleau Wood is shown in the center of the map. The broken line

defines the German advance prior to the arrival of the Americans,

while the heavy black line indicates the extent to which our troops
pushed them back in three weeks of intermittent fighting.

LR now that it can be told, is the military judgment of
L A Maj-Gen. Josaph T. Dickman, who commanded the
Third Army in France. A veteran of many campaigns and
a highly decorated alunimus of the World War, General Dickman
has written o book, “The
Great Crusade”’  (Appleton);
and a8 Genceral Pershing has
furnished o friendly and ap-
proving foreword for i, one
may eonclude that what the
author has to say about
Belleau Wood, and other war
matters, will be generally inter-
ested as an expression of
prevailingmilitary opinion in
America. It was a French
commander in the Crimea
who witnessing the DBritish
“Charge of the Light Brigade”
which was to inspire Tenny-
son’s poem of that title, ex-
claimed: ** C’est  magnifigue,
mais ce w'est pas la gquerre'’;
and General Dickman ampli-
fies that phrase as the most
fitting comment on the famous
capture of Bellean Wood by
American troops, at the in-
stance of the French com-
mand. This is the way he puts it—and the italicized emphasis
is his own:
“It was magnificent fighting, but not modern war.”
And a little later he declares—again in italics:
“Belleau Wood was a glorious, but an unnecessary sacrifice.”
Reviewing the military situation which paved the way for
that feat of American arms, General Dickman reminds us that
onMay 31, 1918, our Second Division, which had been in re-
serve northwest of Paris, was shifted by two hurried stages to
Montreuil-aux-Lions, which it reached on the following day.
There, about ten miles west of Chiteau-Thierry, it found itself
attched to the 21st Corps of the Sixth French Army; and
the General remarks that the arrival of the division was ‘‘most
opportune)’ inasmuch as it ‘‘stopt the disorganized retreat
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of the French troops.” Here General Dickman quotes the
Corps Commander as having stated on June 2:
‘““Thanks to the arrival of the Second Division, U, S, it has

been possible to support the entire front of the Corps with
a solid line, occupied from now on by American regiments.”

Continuing his historical ree-
ord the author sets it down
that, on the evening of the
day after the above words
were written, the Germans
drove forward, tuking Belleau
Wood and contiguous points;
ond three days later their
line stretehed “‘from Kssdmes
on the Marne, along the . . .
sounthern codge of Dellean
Wood, and on over Hill 142,
south of Torey.” Extended
along that section of the
front were the American troops
under (leneral Bundy, and
“the French troops when
forced back passed ihrough
the American lines, reorgan-
ized, and for a time acted as &
reserve.’’

And here Gencral Dickman
explains:

The German drive being
pretty well spent the lines ordinarily would. have become
stabilized in these positions; but the I'rench (Generals, whose
troops had just been rescued from a disastrous rotreat, were not
satisfled with the stopping of the enemy’s advance on Paris, .
but immediately pushed the American troops, who had never
been in battle before, into a series of offensive operations in
a difficult and unfamiliar country, against a victorious enemy—
this in spite of instructions from higher authority to be saving
with their infantry forces.

General Michel, whose command, the Forty-third French
Divigion, had been forced out of Belleau Wood’on the third of
June, had & plan for the immediate recapture of the ground lost;
but he was induced to forego this honor, and by orders of the Corps
Commander the job was turned over to the Second Division, to
be undertaken after preliminary capture of Hill 142 to the west.

Here General Dickman pauses to tell us what Belleau Wood is
like, and of what small importance it was in
& military sense. Ie depicts it as hill
country, wooded and very rough, not _
commanding any vital communications,
not especially desirable as part of the
Allied line; but, on the other hand,
strongly defended by the Germans—in
fact, ‘‘ono huge machine-gun nest.” Such
was the hornets’ nest, three square miles
in extent and ‘‘of no strategical im-
portance whatever,” into which the green
American troops were now sent—with
what sanguinary sacrifice and with what |
splendid accomplishment, during three
weeks of intermittent fighting, history is ¢
not backward in acknowledging. The irony .'
of warfare is indicated by General Dick- =
man’s argument that, without that sacri-
fice, Belleau Wood would undoubtedly |
have been abandoned by the enemy & few |
weeks later, without a struggle, when the
vast Allied counter-offensive at Soissons
made it impossible for them to maintain e
the tip of the Chateau-Thierry salient. 0%
Culminating on June 26, when the Brigade | 58
of Marines under Gen. James (3. Har- p&
hord furnished the finishing stroke to the
taking of Belleau Wood, that exploit is
crodited by the author with having demon-
strated certain things which needed no
demonstration—to wit, ‘‘that American
Regulars would obey orders, no matter how
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Belleau Wood is shown in the center of the map. The broken line

defines the German advance prior to the arrival of the Amcricans,

while the heavy black line indicates the extent to which our troops
pushed them back in three weeks of intermittent fighting.
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of the French troops.” Here General Dickman quotes the
Corps Commander as having stated on June 2:
‘““Thanks to the arrival of the Second Division, U, S, it has

been possible to support the entire front of the Corps with
a solid line, occupied from now on by American regiments.”

Continuing his historical ree-
ord the author sets it down
that, on the evening of the
day after the above words
were written, the Germans
drove forward, tuking Belleau
Wood and contiguous points;
ond three days later their
line stretehed “‘from Kssdmes
on the Marne, along the . . .
sounthern codge of Dellean
Wood, and on over Hill 142,
south of Torey.” Extended
along that section of the
front were the American troops
under (leneral Bundy, and
“the French troops when
forced back passed ihrough
the American lines, reorgan-
ized, and for a time acted as &
reserve.’’

And here Gencral Dickman
explains:

The German drive being
pretty well spent the lines ordinarily would. have become
stabilized in these positions; but the I'rench (Generals, whose
troops had just been rescued from a disastrous rotreat, were not
satisfled with the stopping of the enemy’s advance on Paris, .
but immediately pushed the American troops, who had never
been in battle before, into a series of offensive operations in
a difficult and unfamiliar country, against a victorious enemy—
this in spite of instructions from higher authority to be saving
with their infantry forces.

General Michel, whose command, the Forty-third French
Divigion, had been forced out of Belleau Wood’on the third of
June, had & plan for the immediate recapture of the ground lost;
but he was induced to forego this honor, and by orders of the Corps
Commander the job was turned over to the Second Division, to
be undertaken after preliminary capture of Hill 142 to the west.

Here General Dickman pauses to tell us what Belleau Wood is
like, and of what small importance it was in
& military sense. Ie depicts it as hill
country, wooded and very rough, not _
commanding any vital communications,
not especially desirable as part of the
Allied line; but, on the other hand,
strongly defended by the Germans—in
fact, ‘‘ono huge machine-gun nest.” Such
was the hornets’ nest, three square miles
in extent and ‘‘of no strategical im-
portance whatever,” into which the green
American troops were now sent—with
what sanguinary sacrifice and with what |
splendid accomplishment, during three
weeks of intermittent fighting, history is ¢
not backward in acknowledging. The irony .'
of warfare is indicated by General Dick- =
man’s argument that, without that sacri-
fice, Belleau Wood would undoubtedly |
have been abandoned by the enemy & few |
weeks later, without a struggle, when the
vast Allied counter-offensive at Soissons
made it impossible for them to maintain e
the tip of the Chateau-Thierry salient. 0%
Culminating on June 26, when the Brigade | 58
of Marines under Gen. James (3. Har- p&
hord furnished the finishing stroke to the
taking of Belleau Wood, that exploit is
crodited by the author with having demon-
strated certain things which needed no
demonstration—to wit, ‘‘that American
Regulars would obey orders, no matter how
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