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ONE CENT

LUSITANIA SUNK BY A SUBMARINE, PROBABLY 1,260 DEAD;
TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN 15 MINUTES;
CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING
WASHINGTON BELIE VES 1 THA T A GRAVE CRISIS IS AT HAND

Saw the Submarme 100 Yards OF
and Watched Torpedo as It Struck Ship
‘Ernest Cowper, a Toronto Newspaper Man, Describes

Attack, Seen from Ship’s Rail—Poison Gas
Used in Torpedoes, Say Other Passengers.

Queenstown, Saturday,
May 8, 3:18 A. M.

A sharp lookout for sub-
marines was kept aboard the
Lusitania as she aoproached
the Itish coast, according to
Ernest Cowper, a Toronto
newspaper man, wno was
among the survivors landed at
Queenstown.

He said that after the ship
was torpedoed there was no
panic among the crew, but that
they went about the work of
getting passengers into the
boats in & prompt and effic-
ient manner.

* As we neared the coast of

Ireland,” said Mr. Cowper, “ we ! to

all joined in the lookout, for a
possible attack by a submarine
was the sole topic of conversa-
tion,

“I was chatting with a friend
at the rail about 2 o’clock when
suddenly 1 caught a glimpse of
the conning tower of a sub-
marine about & thousand yards
distant. 1 immediately called
my friend’s attention to it. Im-
mediately we both saw thz
track of a torpedo followed al-
most instantly by an explosion.
Portions of splintered huill were
sent flying into the air, and
then another torpedo struck.
The ship began to list to star-
beard.

“ The crew at once proceeded
get the passengers into boats

in an orderly, prompt, and effi-|
cient manner. Miss Helen
Smith appealed to me to save]
her. I placed her in a boat and;
saw her safely away. I got into!
one of the last boats to leave.

*“Some of the boats could not
be launched as the vessel was
sinking. There was a large
number of women and children
in the second cabin. Forty of
the children were less than a
year old.”

Poison Fumes from Torpedoes. :

From interviews with pas-
sengers it appears that when
the torpedoes burst they sent
forth suffocating fumes which
had their effect on the pas-
sengers, cauging some of them
to lose consciousness.

i 1 stoke hole and the second the

Two stokers, Byrne and Hus—,
sey of Liverpool, gave a few'
details. They said the subma-.
rine gave no notice and f:red
two torpedoes, one hitting No.! |
engine room. The first torpe-:
do was discharged at 2 o'clock.
In twenty-five minutes the
great liner disappeared.

Signals have been received at
Queenstown that an armed
trawler, believed to be the
Heron, and two fishing trawl-
ers are bringing in 100 more
bodies. :

The Cunard Line agent states
that the total number of per-
sons aboard the Lusitania was
2,160.
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Only 650 Were Saved,

Few Cabin Passengers

QUEENSTOWN, Satur-
day, May 8, 4:28 A. M.—
Survivors of the Lusitania
who have arrived here esti-
mate that enly about 650 of
those aboard the ateamer
were saved, and say only a
small proportion of those
rescued were saloon passen-
gers.

Officisl Confirmation.

WASHINGTON, May 8.
—A dispatch to the State
Department early today
from ' American Consul
Lauriet at Queenstown
stated that the total num.
ber of survivors of the
Lusitania was about 700.




