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PROHIBITION KILLINGS
The Hoover crime commission’s
probe of liquor law killings struck a
snag when the Department of Justice
professed inability to determine the
number of civilians and officers who
have met death in prohibition enforce-
ment and thereupon abandoned its in-
quiry. Atty. Gen. Mitchell explains that
many states and municipalities cannot
furnish a record of such deaths. Nat-
urally the probers will not accept the
highly conflicting estimates made by
wets and drys.
The government’s failure to obtain
figures on those killed would indicate
that many tear ducts opened by recent
shootings were regulated by the view-
point. The sensational way killings
are played up by the respective sides
is passing example of the art of propa-
ganda. However, unwarranted shoot-
ings are back of Prohibition Commis-
sioner Doran’s ban against the use of
rifles by federal dry agents except in
sparsely settled or mountainous sec-
tions. Records at the Prohibition Bu-
reau list 142 civilians killed by pro-
hibition agents as against 55 enforce-
ment officers slain by rum runners.
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