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For the first time since winter snows
gave way to warm summer weather, the
uncanny stillness on the main Russian
front was broken at the beginning of this
week. The news came in a special Moscow
communiqué on Monday which declared
that the Germans had opened a heavy of-
fensive with large forces of tanks, planes
and infantry on a 160-mile-long {front
stretching southward from Orel, 200 miles
below Moscow, to Kursk and Belgorod.

Indicating that fighting was fierce, the
Russians asserted that all of the enemy’s
initial main attacks had been repulsed
and that they had destroyed or disabled
586 tanks and shot down 203 enemy
planes. They also said that the Russian
air force had struck heavily at German
communications in the rear, especially at
railroad junctions and train concentrations
west of Orel.

Whether the German thrust was the
start of the long promised major summer
offensive that many observers thought had
been abandoned altogether, remained to be
seen. The possibility of a drive northeast-
ward from Orel was in line with some ex-
pectations that the Germans would de-
velop a glant pincers movement against
Moscow from the north and south. How-
ever the chief news from the Kalinin front
—the sector for the northern pincers in
such a drive—was a German admission
that “far superior” Russian forces had
breached their lines and been only partially
repulsed near Velikiye Luki, 150 miles
west of Rzhev.
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