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FRANCE
I'he German Army .

In Le Temps, semi-o: Tlclal Paris
journal, one Reboul, a Lieutenant
Colonel, wrote 1nd1gnantly concern-
ing various alleged activities of the
German Army:

““The Treaty of Versailles forbids

the German Army the use of the
aerial machme and the noxious gas.
What difference does it make?

“To the accusations made against
them on that account, the Germans
make this remarkable reply: ¢All
modern armies possess them; hence
the necessity for our troops to be
acquainted with them, even if they
have not the right to use them.” It is
under this pretense that the units of
the Reichswehr [German defense
force| are instructed in the handling
of the machine-pistol. The interallied
military commission of control has
forbidden them the wuse of that
weapon. Well! the Reichswehr has
none in faet, but that is no reason
why Germany’s soldiers should not
practice with the machinenpistolen .

. Who will know the difference?
The Entente is once more deceived
and the German Government . . .
can be sure of disposing, when the
time for mobilization arrives, of a
sufficient number of soldiers of the
Reischswehr, sufficiently skilled in the
handling of the machinenpistolen to
fulfill their funections.

‘“ Anti-tank guns are also forbid-
den to the German Army. This does
not stop 1t from foreseeing their use
and from preparing crews to man
them.

“It seems qmte clear that all this
armament is not solely for the pur-
pose of maintaining order in the in-
terior of its frontiers. Germany is
trying to equip her infantry units
with the most powerful weapons pos-
sible; she is undoubtedly preparing
them with a view to offensive warfare.
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““This thought of offensive war
betrays ifself constantly in her or-
ganization. The ultimatum of Lon-
don had authorized her to keep only
55 quartermasters’ stores; she now
has 139, that is a number nearly simi-
lar to the one she had before the War,
144. 1If the territorial amputations
suffered by the Reich are taken imto
aceount, these figures (that of 139 and
that of 144) correspond strangely.
They prove that today Germany has
regained hold of her former organi-
zation.
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A SECRET GERMAN ARMY.

My attention had often been called
to persistent rumours regarding Ger-
many’s secret army. Whispers had
reached me from quite reliable sources
of over a million Teuton soldiers, well-
officered and disciplined; of frequent
discoveries of hidden stores and arms:
of sinister preparations for Der Tag—
not, this time, an Ersatz affair, but the
real thing; and, recalling the unheeded
warnings that presaged the late War, I
had tried, during my stay in Berlin, to
ascertain the truth. Day succeeded
day, but I saw nothing evidential.
Then, last week, on the very eve of our
return, it came upon me with sickening
suddenness.

I have seen, not millions, I admit,
but numerous specimens of Prussian
infantry, of fierce-visaged TUhlans,
trench-mortars, howitzers, Minnenwer-
fer, anti-aircraft guns, searchlights and
?hel%s of var igg calibre, all meticu-

ously concealed from the prying eyes
of the British ! from st

My journey home was a nightmare.
The gravity of the situation obsessed
me. Even my wife, who is not easily per-
turbed, showed ever-increasing symp-
toms of uneasiness. John, myson, alone
appeared calm. Would that I could
have shared his happy nonchalance!

Yet at his age (five years) perhaps
I too might have embraced the oppor-
tunity to collect cheap German soldiers.
Even so I cannot fancy that my mother
would have stooped to defraud the
Customs of her country as, according
to pre-arranged plan, his did, and sue-
cessfully, £y burying them at the bottom
of My suit-case. -
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