RUBSIAN WOMEN IN "THE BATTALION OF DEATIL"
Theso sturdy fighters, all wonen, st tedng reviowed by Geaeral Polovtzef, wewriug the Cossacke uniform;
vext W him stands Madamo Bowchkareva, thoeir leader, whows prowess is Indicatod by

the numerons decorations for valor which she wears.

RUSSIA’S WOMEN SOLDIERS

¢ HE BATTALION OF DEATH® prosents a new
aspuet of feminism which, while tho wisdom and

cconomy of its extension are consistently questioned

tho press, is noune the less serving the purpose of arousing,

its burning patriotic faith, somecthing like shameo in the

calcitrant men soldiers of Russin. The movement had its

)einning in individual enlistments, aceording to T'he West-
inster Gazelic, which says:

“The women warriors of tho Battalion of Death are by no
icans tho first Russisn women who have joined the ranks of
ae combatants. ‘Tho at the beginning of the war the Russian
iilitary rw.,rulntmns forbade their enlistment, tho rule was often
onored in the broach. The plonm-r was Apollovna Isoltsov,
ho was accepted as o volinteer in & regiment commanded by
or father, and was awarded the Cross of St. Georgoe of the third
lass for discovoring a telephone which the enemy had hidden
n a loft #nd was using for the purposo of his intelligence

lopartment.”

Tho story of the formation of the now fumous battalion is
riven in L'Illustration (Paris) as follows:

“Reoports had ocome in repontedly that there wore women
soldiers on the Russian and Servian fronts, but up to the present
Limo it was merely a matter of isolated enlistinents. To be
sure, these dmmllma innovators mm:r]mmiml in the ragununfa
showed true courage and did their duty like their brothers in
arms, but it secemad that the formation of women troops in
great organized units would remain, for a long time yet, in the
realm of fantasy, But suclt is not the ense; and from Russia
comes thoe nows, supported by photographs, that o first battalion
of women, which has not hesitated to take the title ‘ Battalion of
Death,” hag just boen organnized and is at thix moment en roule
to the front.”

Madame Veru Botehkareva, to whose iuitiative was due the
formation of the battalion, is the widow of a eolonel, says the
Paris organ. No =ooner had the war broken out than sho
ordisted and went to the front as a private. Of surprizing
physical enduraunce, she took part in numerous engagements,
was 8iXx times wounded, and gave such proof of cournge that
she received several decorations and attained the rank of second

lieutenant, L'Illuxtration goes on to say:
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“YAfter 1he revolution, when the anarchistic and socialistic
propasmndixts were striving to disorganize the front and de-
moralize the troops, Madame Botchkarova declared: ‘Since
our men aro hesttating to fight, the women must show them
how to die for their country and for liberty.” She went to Mt
Kerensky, who had just been made Minister of War, and asks
for authorization to formm a first womndn’s battalion. He car
sented, and forthwith thousands of women and young gir
belonging to the best Russian families prescnted themsolves fo
onlistment. Many Polish, Jewish, and Georgian women fo
Jowed their example.”

The recruiting organization which Madame Botchkaren
founded is called ““The Women’s League for National Dofens
at tho Front,” and the voluntoers, who have been accepted afte
a summary examination, take an oath ‘‘to conquer or to die”
EKach woinan curries a ration of eyanid of potassium to be take
in the event of eapture, says L’ Illusiration, which continues:

“Phey know that they will bo sent to the front and will be
exposed in the first line after three weeks of intensiveo militar
training, which is given them by instructors appoimted by the
Minister of War. The regulutions to which they are bound
are extremely soverc; the leaxt insubordination is punishabhk
by imprisonment.”

Tho courage of the Battalion of Death when the actual ted
camo 18 the subject of many enthusiastic Petrograd dispatches
They behaved splendidly, we are told,. under fire, penectrated
into a first-lino trench of the Germans, and hrought buck prison
ors.  But the Russian men soldiers retreated, leaving the wome
unsupported, and they were foreed to retire.  Their bravery and
suceess arousod much interest, and other women’s battalions an
now being formed under official approval. Of the efliciency o
the women recruits, one of their instructors is yuoted as saying:

— - -

“[ have drilled bundreds of men goldiers, but I do not hesitate
to declare that these women learn with double the spoed. The
is true not only of the educated girls, but also of the peasant
girls, some of whom arce entirely illiterate. 'I'he overmastering
motive is the patriotic desire to save Russia from ruin, Mang
of thom display & zeal and ardor worthy of Joun of Are.”

However, the attitude of the public in general toward the
institution iy summed up by L'Jlustration thus:

“When, carly in June, the news of the creation of this women's
battalion spread in Petrograd, some people, quite naturally,
could not suppress their smiles. But it must be acknowledged
that they smile no longer when once they have seen, marching
through the streets of the capital, with musie at their hoad, thes
noble aud proud yonug women who are deliberately sacrificing
their lives for their country. "The women’s battalions seem
ealled to play an important rdle, but it will, doubtless, be les
as & fighting maxg than ax an example and an inspiration for
the whole Russian Army.”
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