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THE PASSION FOR MILITARY
GLORY INFRANCE.

OT within the memory of living men has France been the
mistruss of continental Europe ;. vet the memory of her
military glory is still vivid amony her people, and the expros-
sims of many of her writers show that she has not given up the
hope of regaining ber proud preeminence.  Her Government ix,
however, and has been for a long time, emineatty pacitic.  For
instance,  speaking
of the unwillingness
of Frunce to inter-
fere in the South
African war merely
for the sake of jus-
e, M. Deleaxsé,
the minister of for-
cign affairs. suid
“Frunce has mn
ceased to e that
generous nation
which the world has
known, has ad-
mircd, and has
sometimes Jeft  in
the Jurch: bhut
France has had
many bitter experi-
encex. amd altho ghe
will not shirk her
duty, she must con-
sider the fact that

COLEONEL DF NI P RIS MARRLUIL the balance of power
Killed in op engagement with Lord Methuen last has altered. and that

werk. some  consideration

is duc 1o hersoif.  France hus kst nonc of her noble enthusiasm,

but ahe also realizes that xhe can not and must not give way to

her gencrous impulies. She hus donc cnough for humanity.

40d can, without jealousy, allow others to take the initiative. "

Despite this peaceful declaration, warlike articles are popular
with the French public, and the idea of a war of revenge against
Germany, tho Jeas pruminent than in former years, ix xtill con-
Youally ¢ncountered in the French press.  * Revenge for Sedan
% & sentiment nccessary to our national cxistence,” writes
Mauricc Barrés in the Jowraa/ (Parix). " France will regain her
*quilibrium only when her territorial integrity has been restored,
writes Joseph Rceinach in the Sidcle. The AWnischke Zeituny

(Cologne) thinks that such expressions mast be remembensd. It
says:

"It may be argucd that the French nation has loved prace for
a long time, and that war ix not desired by the people in general.

That may be true. The nation did not desire the wars of the
Firt Empire ; 1t did pot wish for war at the time of the Crimean
campaign ; it woukl not have wanted the war of 1870, had the -
people buen given two days’ time for sober reflection.  But the
nation is it even asked itsopinion : it ix taken unawares  Ever
since the grvat Revolution, French wars have been made by a
few daring xspeculators, assisted by a *patritic© mob, which
ratses 10 the streets and in the newspaperx a popular ery.  Ger-
many. for onc, has no reason to relax her watchful attitude ax
long ax the ¢ry * . Herlin® har not dicd out catirely.”

At present, the popular hero of the Frenchix the late Colonel
Villcbois-dlarcuil, the “South African Lafuvette.”™ an oficer of
undoubted ability, whuse wdvice to the Boers has certainly in-
fucnced the war, and who hax been described in the German as
well as the Freach papers ax the most capable of the {oreign
nfhicers who assist the Boers,  The Zpwa (Madrid) KAV .

** Military glory ix a nccessity to France,’ said Napoleon 111.
after the htalian war, and he was more in accond with popular
opinion then than when he declared, in his Bordeaux program,
that *imperial rule meant peace.’  Thix xission for military glory
is very catching. Nothing illustrates this butter than the wikd
enthuxsiazm with which shopkeeping England received the news
of General Roberts's successes, and the iutoleranes shown to the
advocatesof peace. What wonder that Parix should give herself
up to illusions boern of historical remcmbrances. The dexire for
military glory was at the bottom of the wars waged under the
old Monarchy. and still more =0 during the time of Napolcon |,
Again, under the Third Empirc, the Napoleonic legend was no-
vived ; military glory was regarded as indispensable to France,
andd by military glory was meant the indisputable supremacy of
France in Europe. The attempt failed, and it was not even a
caalition them which broke up the power of France, for Prussia,
assisted by portions of the ancicnt German cmpire, awakened
France from ber dream. But has the effect been lasting? We
fear nut.  We believe it ix necessary to point out. on the eve of
the World's Expaxition, that thosc who endeavor to revive the
passion for military glory in the French are rendering a sorry
service to France."—T7ramslations made for Tur Livexary
Dicosr,
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